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To 


The  Right  Honourable  The  Lord  Mayor  (Councillor  James 
Henry  Norritt,  J.P.,  F.C.I.S.),  and  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Belfast  County  Borough  Council,  acting 
as  the  Belfast  County  Borough  Health  Authority. 


My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
Belfast  for  the  year  1951.  During  the  past  five  years  the  functions  and  respons- 
ibilities of  Health  Authorities  have  been  greatly  expanded  and  the  report  of  the 
activities  of  your  Health  Department  has  been  enlarged  to  include  the  health 
services  for  which  the  Council  as  Health  Authority  is  responsible  under  the  Health 
Services  Act  (N.I.),  1948  and  the  Education  Act  (N.I.),  1947. 

The  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  local  authority  health  services 
requires  close  co-ordination  not  only  with  the  services  provided  by  other  Corpor- 
ation Departments — particularly  Welfare,  Education  and  Housing — but  also 
those  of  other  statutory  bodies  and  voluntary  organisations.  In  this  connection 
it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  some  members  of  your  Health  Committee  are  also 
members  of  the  Northern  Ireland  Hospitals  Authority,  the  Northern  Ireland 
Tuberculosis  Authority,  the  Northern  Ireland  General  Health  Services  Board 
and  several  voluntary  organisations.  It  is  suggested  that  some  consideration 
should  be  given  at  an  early  date  to  securing  this  type  of  representation  between 
the  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  Committees  of  your  Council,  to  further 
strengthen  the  co-ordination  which  at  present  exists  only  at  officer  level. 

The  Preliminary  Report  of  the  Registrar-General  for  Northern  Ireland  on 
the  Census  taken  on  8th  April,  1951  gives  the  population  of  Belfast,  at  that  date, 
as  443,670.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  City’s  population  as  at  30th 
June,  1951  is  444,222  and  it  is  on  this  figure  that  the  vital  statistics  of  the  City, 
as  given  in  this  Report,  are  based.  The  report  shows  that  the  natural  increase 
(56,120)  since  the  previous  census  (1937)  was  substantially  balanced  by  the  net 
movement  outwards  (50,536).  Much  of  this  outward  movement  is  due  to  the 
provision  of  houses  in  new  estates  just  outside  the  City  boundary.  As  these  estates 
accommodate  young  couples  with  families,  this  affects  the  age  distribution  inside 
the  City  in  that  the  proportion  of  old  people  is  raised  and  thus  the  City  death 
rate  is  unfavourably  affected. 

During  1951  the  health  of  the  City,  as  judged  by  such  indices  as  the  General 
Death  Rate,  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  the 
mortality  from  tuberculosis  and  other  statistical  data,  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory. The  year  commenced  with  a severe  outbreak  of  influenza  which  started 
in  the  last  few  days  of  December,  1950,  developed  during  January  and  continued 
into  February  of  1951.  Many  persons  were  affected  and  there  were  many  deaths 
ascribed  to  influenza  and  its  complications.  It  is  noted  that  the  big  majority  of 
these  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  groups  of  65  years  and  over.  The  more  favourable 
conditions  for  health  which  prevailed  during  the  rest  of  the  year  1951  resulted 
in  a General  Death  Rate  of  12-2  per  1,000  of  the  population:  this  is  only  slightly 
higher  than  the  average  for  recent  years  and  is  indeed  rather  better  than  one 
might  have  expected. 

Reference  to  the  Vital  Statistics  summary  of  this  Report  shows  that  many 
new  health  records  were  established.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  44  per  1,000 
live  births  is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  in  Belfast.  The  severe  weather  and  the 
influenza  epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  did  not  seriously  affect  infants 
and  young  children.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths 
from  gastro-enteritis.  During  the  year  closer  co-operation  was  established  between 
Hospitals  and  the  Health  Department  for  the  control  of  gastro-enteritis  in  infants. 
The  Health  Visitors  inform  the  Hospitals  of  their  knowledge  of  the  domestic 
circumstances  and  standard  of  mothercraft  in  the  homes  of  the  patients,  and  the 
Hospitals  supply  early  notification  of  discharge  and  feeding  instructions  so  that 
the  Health  Visitor  can  follow-up  the  cases  at  home. 
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It  is  also  highly  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  only  three  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  six  in  1950.  The  Maternal  Mortality 
Rate  for  1951  was  0-34  per  1 ,000  live  births,  and  in  this  connection  I might  suggest 
that  rates  per  1,000  have  little  comparative  value  when  the  figures  of  deaths  come 
down  to  such  small  numbers.  For  example,  one  additional  death  would  have 
given  an  increase  of  one-third  on  this  rate. 

New  low  records  are  established  in  respect  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, 221  deaths,  and  all  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  41.  These  figures  indicate 
that  progress  is  still  being  made  in  the  control  of  this  dread  disease,  and  must  be 
a source  of  satisfaction  to  the  community  at  large,  and  of  great  encouragement  to 
the  Northern  Ireland  Tuberculosis  Authority  in  their  efforts. 

Other  satisfactory  features  of  this  Report  are  the  low  incidence  of,  and 
mortality  from,  communicable  diseases.  Apart  from  the  influenza  epidemic, 
there  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  infections.  Two  small  outbreaks  of  enteric 
fever  occurred ; a typhoid  outbreak  of  5 cases  due  to  drinking  from  a contaminated 
stream  and  a paratyphoid  outbreak  of  13  cases  due  to  contaminated  synthetic 
cream.  In  both  instances  the  probable  infector  was  traced  on  epidemiological 
grounds,  although  bacteriological  confirmation  was  not  obtained.  The  incidence 
of  poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis),  of  which  34  cases  occurred,  was  much  lower 
than  in  the  previous  year,  when  109  cases  were  notified.  The  numbers  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  about  average,  and  the  numbers 
of  deaths  were  1 , 3 and  4 respectively.  These  low  mortality  figures  indicate  im- 
proved nutrition  and  resistance  to  infections.  Of  recent  years,  it  has  been  observed 
that  measles  is  more  evenly  spread  throughout  the  year  and  does  not  now  appear 
in  periodic  epidemics  every  second  year  in  the  winter  months.  This  favourable 
turn  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  greatly  facilitates  the  work  of  the  general 
practitioner,  the  control  of  infection  and  the  reduction  in  fatality. 

There  were,  throughout  the  year,  sporadic  cases  of  intestinal  infections  such 
as  dysentery  and  food  poisoning.  These  diseases  are  largely  spread  by  carelessness 
and  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food,  particularly 
bad  personal  hygiene.  I deal  further  with  this  aspect  under  the  heading  of  “FOOD 
HYGIENE”. 

Although  there  have  been  reductions  in  infant  mortality  and  in  deaths  from 
infectious  diseases  generally — these  being  mainly  diseases  of  children  and  young 
adults — there  have  been  increases  in  deaths  from  certain  diseases  which  mainly 
affect  the  higher  age  groups.  Heart  and  arterial  diseases  and  cancer  are  still  in 
first  and  second  places  respectively  as  the  major  causes  of  death  (see  Table  II). 


School  Health: 

The  section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  School  Health  Services  shows  that, 
in  spite  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  recruiting  medical  and  (especially)  dental 
officers,  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  differed  little  from  recent  years.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  indications  of  more  dental  officers  becoming  available  for  public 
service  will  bear  fruit  and  thus  help  us  to  recover  some  of  the  ground  lost  since 
1947,  when  the  School  Dental  Service  attained  a very  praiseworthy  record  year’s 
work.  The  set-back  in  the  last  three  years  to  this  very  valuable  service  will  take 
many  years  to  overcome  and  we  are  not  yet  in  sight  of  the  time  when  we  shall  be 
able  to  provide  a priority  service  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young 
children. 

In  the  hope  that  additional  accommodation  would  shortly  be  made  available 
for  the  training  of  educationally  sub-normal  children,  a number  of  selected  pupils 
were  tested  in  order  to  decide  their  suitability  for  such  education.  The  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  providing  operative  treatment  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  were  largely 
overcome  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Cherry- 
ville  School  Health  Clinic  was  closed  for  extension  and  alteration.  This  hindered 
the  School  Health  programme  in  East  Belfast,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  enlarged 
and  modernised  Clinic  will  be  open  in  the  earl}7  part  of  1952. 


Maternity  and  Child  Health  Division: 

The  work  done  by  the  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  was  well  up  to 
former  achievements.  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  importance  attached 
to  health  education  of  mothers  in  the  form  of  ante-natal  talks  on  mothercraft, 
and  there  is  evidence  that  more  attention  is  being  given  to  the  health  needs  of 
infants  and  young  children. 

During  1951  the  Ministry  of  Food  undertook  a National  Consumer  Survey 
of  the  uptake  of  vitamin  foods  and  other  preparations  which  are  provided  under 
the  Ministry’s  Welfare  Foods  Scheme.  The  survey  revealed  that  these  preparat- 
ions are  not  being  as  fully  utilised  as  they  should  be.  In  Belfast  the  uptake  of 
Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin  Tablets  was  only  30  per  cent,  in  spite  of 
the  efforts  of  Medical  Officers,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors  to  encourage  wider 
use  of  these  valuable  protective  additions  to  the  diet  of  mothers  and  infants. 

In  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  it  is  felt  that  the  refresher  courses 
which  have  been  made  available  for  midwives  and  the  provision  of  training  in 
gas  and  air  analgesia  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  our  service  and  should  help  greatly 
in  the  prevention  of  maternal  mortality. 

Home  Nursing: 

The  demand  for  the  services  of  the  District  Nurses  for  nursing  attention  of 
patients  in  their  own  homes  increased  still  further  in  1951.  During  the  influenza 
epidemic  there  was  a very  heavy  demand,  reaching  530  visits  per  day.  This  gives 
an  average  of  28  attendances  per  nurse  per  day;  many  of  these  required  special 
attention  for  treatment  of  pneumonia  and  other  complications  of  influenza,  so 
that  it  is  obvious  that  these  nurses  carried  a very  heavy  burden  and  discharged 
their  onerous  duty  cheerfully  and  well. 

Home  Helps : 

The  high  rate  of  demand  for  Home  Helps  continued  throughout  the  year, 
the  number  of  applications  being  at  all  times  in  excess  of  the  ability  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  meet.  It  has  not  been  possible  as  yet  to  extend  the  home  help  service  to  the 
home  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick,  and  it  is  impossible  to  further  extend  the 
existing  service  in  the  present  state  of  cramped  accommodation  of  the  adminis- 
trative staff.  The  problem  of  the  most  useful  and  economical  employment  of 
Home  Help  between  the  various  categories  requiring  this  service  will  require 
careful  consideration  and  co-ordination  with  the  social  and  health  services  provided 
by  other  statutory  and  voluntary  bodies. 

Housing: 

In  spite  of  the  Corporation’s  progress  in  the  erection  of  new  houses  in  the 
City,  there  are  as  yet  few  indications  that  the  grave  menace  to  health,  resulting 
from  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  which  many  citizens  are  living,  is  being 
overcome.  Much  is  still  required  to  meet  the  great  demand  for  suitable  housing 
accommodation.  The  Rent  Restriction  Law  (Amendment)  Act  (N.I.)  was  passed  in 
August  1951  and  permitted  increases  in  the  rents  of  a large  number  of  existing 
houses.  The  work  of  inspecting  houses  for  the  issue  of  Certificates  under  the  Act 
had  risen  to  enormous  proportions  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  expected  that 
these  increases  would  meet  the  cost  of  bringing  these  houses  into  a good  and 
tenantable  state  of  repair,  and  thus  arrest  the  rate  of  decay  of  older  property. 
This  object  should,  by  and  large,  be  achieved,  but  I fear  that  a large  number  of 
working-class  houses,  which  were  built  about  80  years  ago,  are  now  so  outworn 
and  in  such  a state  of  disrepair  that  the  permitted  increases  will  not  meet  the 
cost  of  repairs.  Indeed,  in  some  cases  it  is  a waste  of  money  to  attempt  to  repair 
dilapidated  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  ought  properly  to  be 
demolished.  This,  of  course,  will  add  to  the  existing  huge  demand  for  new  houses. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  worth  considering  whether  these  unfit  houses  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  provisions  of  the  Rent  Restriction  legislation  and  the  increased 
rent  provisions  applied  only  to  those  houses  which  are  certified  by  the  Health 
Department  as  being  capable  of  being  made  habitable  at  a reasonable  cost.  Perhaps 
the  permitted  rent  increase  might  have  borne  some  relation  to  the  estimated  cost 
of  carrying  out  specified  repairs. 
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The  health  and  economic  aspects  of  reconditioning  of  some  8,000  houses  in 
the  City,  which  might  formerly  have  been  reckoned  as  “condemned”,  should  be 
considered  as  special  questions  apart  from  the  issues  of  slum  clearance.  It  will 
probably  be  many  years  before  these  houses  can  be  replaced  by  new  houses  and 
it,  therefore,  seems  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  to  make  these  old 
houses  reasonably  habitable  in  the  meantime.  Legislation  is  also  required  to  deal 
with  “multiple  tenancy”  houses,  particularly  in  certain  areas  of  the  City  where 
the  sub-letting  of  rooms  in  the  larger  type  of  terrace  house  is  prevalent.  I have  on 
previous  occasions  referred  to  overcrowding  and  insanitary  conditions,  and  these 
“sub-let”  houses  are  a continual  source  of  anxiety  to  the  Health  Department. 
The  rents  which  are  charged  by  the  principal  tenant  for  the  use  of  rooms  are  in 
many  cases  excessive  and  the  benefit  of  the  sub-letting  does  not  always  pass  to 
the  owner  of  the  property,  who  is  held  responsible  for  structural  repairs  and  upkeep 
of  overcrowded  and  misused  houses.  The  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  of  Nissen 
Huts  and  other  temporary  structures  used  as  housing  accommodation  have  been 
another  source  of  much  trouble  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  structures  will  be  taken 
out  of  use  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  utterly 
beyond  repair. 

In  previous  Reports  I have  stressed  the  importance  of  satisfactory  housing 
as  a measure  for  preventing  the  spread  of  tuberculosis.  The  desirability  of  having 
a separate  house  for  every  tuberculous  family  is  obvious : it  is  not  only  of  advantage 
to  the  individual  patient  but  also  to  his  or  her  immediate  family  and  to  the 
community  in  general.  There  is,  therefore,  ample  justification  for  giving  high 
priority  to  families  in  which  there  is  a risk  of  spread  of  tuberculous  infection  due 
to  unsuitable  housing  conditions. 

Food  Hygiene: 

I have  already  referred  to  the  close  relationship  between  the  incidence  of 
intestinal  infections  and  the  unhygienic  handling  of  food.  There  are  various 
measures  by  which  the  conditions  in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  foodstuffs 
can  be  improved.  We  can  claim  to  have  made  considerable  progress  in  this  import- 
ant branch  of  public  health  work.  A few  years  ago,  the  conditions  in  which  some 
foodstuffs  were  manufactured,  stored  and  handled  were  in  most  cases  far  from 
satisfactory.  One  example  of  the  improvement  which  has  been  made  to  date  is  afford- 
ed by  the  cleanliness  of  ice-cream,  as  determined  by  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  samples.  In  1946,  when  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  came  into  force,  44  per  cent 
of  samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory.  This  figure  was  less  than  10  per  cent 
in  1951.  The  improvement  of  food  hygiene  is  not  confined  to  ice-cream  but  extends 
also  to  other  food  trades.  During  the  year  there  were  issued  three  important 
Government-sponsored  reports  dealing  with  (a)  Hygiene  in  the  Catering  Industry; 
(b)  Manufactured  Meat  Products  and  (c)  Meat  Inspection.  These  reports  give 
very  useful  information  and  guidance  on  codes  of  practice  and  legislation  for 
improvements  in  food  handling.  It  is  expected  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
Local  Government  will  consider  these  reports  in  formulating  the  contemplated 
Bill  for  amendment  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Food  Inspectors  have  given  increasing  attention  to  inspection  of  food 
premises  and  have  sought  the  co-operation  of  proprietors  in  the  improvement  of 
the  hygienic  standard  of  premises  and  equipment.  In  most  cases  this  co-operation 
has  been  readily  given.  When  a satisfactory  general  standard  has  been  attained 
in  these  respects,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  more  attention  to  the  difficult  problem 
of  improving  the  personal  hygiene  habits  of  the  food  handlers  themselves.  This, 
however,  is  a matter  which  will  require  considerable  time  and  effort  in  order  to 
reach  and  maintain  a high  standard. 

Health  Education: 

During  the  year,  Health  Education  was  brought  more  prominently  to  the 
attention  of  the  public  by  a considerable  extension  of  activity.  Competitions 
having  a bearing  on  health  were  introduced,  including  submission  of  a Health 
Symbol,  a Clean  Streets  Competition  and  a monthly  Health  Slogan  Competition 
for  school  children.  The  last-named  was  a most  successful  venture  in  stimulating 
interest  amongst  schoolchildren  in  health  matters.  The  demand  for  lectures  to 
various  organisations  also  increased.  The  personal  contact  by  Health  Visitors  at 
Clinics  and  in  homes  still  remains  a most  valuable  method  of  Health  Education. 
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After-Care: 

The  Belfast  Hospitals’  After-Care  Committee  continues  its  very  good  work 
in  the  provision  of  after-care  services  which  are  of  great  help  to  the  hospitals  in 
meeting  the  needs  of  patients  during  their  post-discharge  convalescence.  The 
Committee  has  its  administrative  expenses  recouped  by  the  Health  Committee, 
and  raises  money  from  voluntary  subscriptions  and  donations  for  the  provision  of 
dietary  supplements  and  other  benefits.  1 should  like  to  express  thanks  to  the 
members  and  officers  of  the  After-Care  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  in, 
and  enthusiasm  for,  this  very  valuable  service. 

Environmental  Services: 

The  parts  of  my  Report  which  deal  with  house  inspection  and  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  show  that  a very  large  amount  of  work 
was  done.  The  work  of  inspecting  houses  and  issuing  certificates  under  the  Rent 
Restriction  Law  (Amendment)  Act  (NT.)  1951  reached  such  proportions  at  the 
end  of  the  year  that  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  extensive  overtime  working, 
and  to  divert  to  this  work  the  sanitary  staff  employed  in  specialist  duties,  in  an 
endeavour  to  clear  off  the  arrears  of  applications.  The  inspection  which  is  required 
in  order  to  determine  if  houses  are  not  in  good  and  tenantable  repair  must  of 
necessity  be  thorough  and  detailed.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  very  little 
sign  of  diminution  in  the  number  of  applications  for  certificates. 

The  occurrence  of  cases  of  Bovine  Anthrax  necessitated  prompt  and  vigorous 
measures  to  prevent  infection  from  animal  carcases.  Thanks  to  these  precautions, 
there  were  no  cases  of  human  anthrax  in  the  City. 

The  work  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  was  of  a routine  nature,  but  in- 
creased surveillance  was  exercised  during  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  smallpox  at 
cross-channel  ports;  particular  attention  was  given  to  some  contacts  who  arrived 
in  Belfast  and  no  case  of  local  infection  occurred. 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  unfailing  encouragement  and  support 
during  the  year,  and  to  my  colleagues  in  all  sections  of  the  Health  Department  and 
in  other  Corporation  Departments  for  their  continued  collaboration  and  help.  No 
one  Department  of  any  public  body  is  self-sufficient  and  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  requires  close  collaboration  with  officers  of  many  other  Government 
Departments  and  public  bodies.  Chief  amongst  these  are  Her  Majesty’s  Customs 
and  Immigration  Department,  the  Belfast  Harbour  Commissioners,  the  Belfast 
City  and  District  Water  Commissioners,  the  three  statutory  health  bodies  and 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Local  Government.  From  all  these,  the  Health  De- 
partment has  received  unfailing  courtesy  and  assistance  and  our  thanks  are  due 
to  them. 

Finally,  I would  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Registrar-General  for  supply- 
ing the  statistical  data  relating  to  the  City  which  are  utilised  in  this  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BARRON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , Port  Medical  Officer  and 
Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 
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TABLE  II 


Showing  the  number  of  deaths,  the  death  rates  and  the  percentage  of  total  deaths 

by  age  groups. 


Rate  per  1,000 

Percentage  of 

Age  Group 
(Years) 

Deaths 

of  population  of 
age  group 

Total 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1951 

1950 

Under  1 Year 

214 

171 

385 

48-5 

7-08 

\ 9-95 

1—  4 

41 

28 

69 

2-1 

1-3 

5—14 

32 

11 

43 

0-06 

0-79 

1-26 

15—24 

44 

35 

79 

1-1 

1-45 

1-51 

25—44 

200 

162 

362 

2-9 

6-66 

7-67 

45—64 

736 

606 

1,342 

14-2 

24-7 

25-0 

65—74 

745 

701 

1,446 

56-3 

26-61 

25-58 

75  and  over 

703 

1,004 

1,707 

140-2 

31-42 

29-3 

TABLE  III 

The  Principal  causes  of  deaths  (in  order  of  importance)  were  as  follows: — 


1.  Heart  Disease  1,630 

2.  Cancer  712 

3.  Vascular  Lesions  affecting  the  Central  Nervous  System  633 

4.  Pneumonia  315 

5.  Bronchitis  ....  266 

6.  Influenza  232 

7.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  221 

8.  Violent  or  Accidental  Deaths 174 

9.  Senility  and  Ill-defined  and  Unknown  Causes  110 


TABLE  IV 

Trend  of  mortality  from  certain  principal  causes  of  death  in  Belfast  from  1932. 


Year 

Heart 

Disease 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Cancer 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Phthisis 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Bronchitis 

Influenza 

Pheumonia 

Rate  per 
1 ,000 

1932 

821 

1-97 

493 

1-18 

448 

1-1 

939 

2-26 

1933 

877 

2-1 

493 

1-18 

429 

1-0 

1,223 

3-0 

1934 

855 

2-06 

513 

1-23 

398 

0-96 

773 

1-86 

1935 

915 

2-2 

480 

1-16 

389 

0-93 

938 

2-26 

1936 

1,280 

2-93 

585 

1-34 

406 

0-93 

770 

1-77 

1937 

1,306 

2-98 

564 

1-28 

414 

0-95 

1,013 

2-31 

1938 

1,314 

2-96 

568 

1-28 

348 

0-78 

748 

1-69 

1939 

1,344 

3-03 

572 

1-29 

365 

0-82 

630 

1-42 

1940 

1,387 

3-1 

576 

1-29 

412 

0-93 

1,001 

2-25 

1941 

1,277 

2-87 

570 

1-28 

426 

0-96 

773 

1-74 

1942 

995 

2-24 

633 

1-42 

369 

0-83 

564 

1 -27 

1943 

1,116 

2-63 

613 

1 -44 

367 

0-86 

705 

1-66 

1944 

1,098 

2-54 

620 

1 -44 

354 

0-82 

544 

1-26 

1945 

1,130 

2-59 

664 

1-52 

326 

0-75 

533 

1 -22 

1946 

1,302 

2-92 

682 

1-53 

343 

0-77 

692 

1 • 55 

1947 

1,482 

3-29 

662 

1-47 

281 

0-62 

618 

1 -37 

1948 

1,281 

2-81 

696 

1-53 

269 

0-59 

438 

0-96 

1949 

1,407 

3-09 

699 

1-54 

280 

0-61 

536 

1-18 

1950 

1,500 

3-33 

717 

1-59 

225 

0-5 

565 

1-26 

1951 

1,630 

3-67 

693 

1 • 56 

221 

0-49 

813 

1-83 
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TABLE  V 


Comparative  Statistics  for  Counties  and  County  Boroughs,  1951. 


Counties  and 
County  Boroughs 

Rate 

per  1,0( 

)0  Population 

Rate  per  1,00 

0 Live  Births 

Births 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Belfast  County  Borough 

19 

8 

12-2 

44 

0-34 

Londonderry  County  Borough 

27 

4 

12-5 

51 

— 

Leeds  County  Borough 

16 

0 

13-5 

31 

0-62 

Edinburgh  County  Borough 

15 

7 

13-9 

27 

1 • 1 

Aberdeen  County  Borough 

16 

5 

11-9 

27 

0-3 

Manchester  County  Borough  

17 

8 

13-8 

35 

1-5 

Sunderland  County  Borough 

19 

4 

12-5 

38 

0-56 

Bradford  County  Borough 

16 

7 

15-0 

42 

1 • 18 

Cork  County  Borough 

21 

8 

13-8 

38 

1-2 

Dublin  County  Borough 

24 

6 

— 

45 

0-25 

Antrim  County 

20 

■7 

12-3 

40 

1-04 

Armagh  County 

20 

•3 

13-6 

34 

1-72 

Down  County 

19 

•3 

12-5 

40 

2-35 

Fermanagh  County 

21 

•2 

14-9 

33 

0-89 

Londonderry  County. 

22 

•8 

13-0 

47 

2-07 

Tyrone  County 

22 

5 

15-0 

36 

0-67 

12 


TABLE  VI 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  communicable  Diseases  during  the  ten  years,  1942-1951. 
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1951  444,222  8,789  19-8  5,433  12-2  3,358 


TABLE  VIII 


BELFAST  COUNTY  BOROUGH 
Deaths  from  Cancer  by  Sex  and  Site,  1951. 


Detailed 
List  Nos. 

SITES 

Males 

Females 

140 

Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx: 

Lip 

3 

141 

Tongue 

7 

2 

142 

Salivary  Gland 

3 

— 

143-144 

Mouth 

4 

1 

145-148 

Pharynx 

7 

2 

150 

Digestive  Organs  and  Peritoneum: 

Oesophagus 

20 

14 

151 

Stomach 

57 

62 

152-153 

Intestines 

48 

41 

154 

Rectum 

23 

16 

155-156 

Biliary  Passages  and  Liver 

14 

18 

157 

Pancreas 

13 

10 

158 

Peritoneum 

— 

2 

159 

Other  Digestive  Organs 

— 

— 

160 

Respiratory  System: 

Nose,  Nasal  Cavities,  etc. 

1 

161 

Larynx 

9 

1 

162-163,  165 

Trachea,  Bronchus  and  Lungs 

81 

16 

164 

Mediastinum 

2 

— 

170 

Breast  and  Genito-Urinary  Organs: 

Breast 

46 

171-174 

Uterus 

— 

34 

175 

Ovary,  Fallopian  tube  and  Broad  Ligament 

— 

13 

176 

Other  Female  Genital  Organs 

— 

2 

177 

Prostate 

26 

— 

178 

Testis 

2 

— 

179 

Other  Male  Genital  Organs 

3 

— 

180 

Kidney 

7 

1 

181 

Bladder  and  Other  Urinary  Organs 

5 

11 

190-191 

Other  and  Unspecified  Sites: 

Skin 

3 

192 

Eye  

i 

— 

193 

Brain  and  other  parts  of  the  Nervous  System 

10 

7 

194 

Thyroid  Gland  

— 

3 

195 

Other  Endocrine  Glands 

— - 

— 

196 

Bone  

2 

6 

197 

Connective  Tissue 

— 

1 

198-199 

Other  Sites 

9 

12 

200-202  \ 

Neoplasms  of  Lymphatic  and  Haematopoietic  Tissues 

7 

5 

203-205/ 

TOTAL 

363 

330 

14 
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TABLE  XI 


Showing  notifications  of,  and  deaths  from  certain  communicable  diseases  in  the  year  1951  with 
.comparisons  with  the  year  1950  and  the  averages  for  the  years  1941-1950. 


Notifica- 

tions 

Corrected 

Notifica- 

tions 

Notifica- 
tions in 
1950 

Average 

Annual 

Notifica- 

tions 

1941-50 

Deaths 

1951 

Deaths 

1950 

Average 

Annual 

Deaths 

1941-50 

Diphtheria 

10 

6 

45 

246 

1 

3 

12 

Scarlet  Fever 

349 

332 

1 ,668 

1 ,307 

1 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

39 

37 

82 

83 

— 

— 

* 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

34 

32 

22 

67 

4 

5 

5 

Poliomvelitis 

36 

34 

109 

24 

2 

ii 

3 

Measles  

3,334 

3,339 

4,209 

2,729 

3 

5 

10 

Whooping  Cough  

834 

834 

1 ,078 

881 

4 

16 

22 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
(under  2 vears  of  age) 

379 

360 

379 

* 

54 

37 

* 

Dysentery 

173 

170 

35 

12 

4 

— 

0-6 

Typhoid  

24 

24 

5 

17 

— 

1 

1 '5 

Food  Poisoning 

36 

40 

55 

* 

— 

— 

* 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

4 

4 

3 

— 

— 

3 

* — indicates  figures  not  available. 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Medical  Officer,  Environmental  Health  Division, 

on  Communicable  Diseases,  1951 

NOTIFICATION  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

It  is  a matter  of  some  concern  that  there  is  obvious  undernotification  of 
communicable  intestinal  infections,  especially  dysentery  and  food  poisoning. 

INFLUENZA 

During  the  last  week  in  December  1950,  the  presence  of  influenza  was  reported 
in  Belfast  but  no  deaths  from  influenza  were  recorded.  In  the  first  week  of  1951 
13  influenza  deaths  were  registered  and  50  cases  of  influenza  were  admitted  to  the 
Fever  Hospital. 

The  virus  subsequently  isolated  was  of  the  “A  prime”  type,  Liverpool  strain. 
This  was  probably  an  importation  from  Liverpool  during  the  pre  Christmas  holi- 
day traffic.  Belfast  shared  with  the  Merseyside  the  unhappy  distinction  of  being 
one  of  the  worst  hit  areas  in  the  British  Isles. 

The  severity  of  the  disease  is  reflected  in  the  death  rate  from  all  causes  per 
1 ,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  the  rates  for  the  corresponding  weeks 
in  1950. 


WEEKLY  DEATH  RATES 


Week  Ending  6th  Jan. 


13th  Jan.  20th  Jan.  27th  Jan.  3rd  Feb. 


10th  Feb. 


1951  23-6  31-4  35-5  24-7 

1950  12-6  12-6  10-8  1M 


13-3  16-0 

13-6  13-5 


The  epidemic  thus  approximates  in  severity  that  of  1918-19  but  differs  in 
the  age  distribution  in  that,  this  time,  the  fatal  cases  occurred  in  the  older  people. 


Deaths  due  to  Influenza  and  its  complications  during  the  first  6 weeks  of 


1951. 

Age  Under  1 yr.  1-14  yrs.  15-65  yrs.  Over  65  Total 

Influenza  1 1 65  167  234 

Pneumonia  12  4 42  118  176 

Bronchitis  1 1 52  121  175 

Cardiac  Vascular  — — 98  244  342 

Total  14  6 257  650  927 


It  is  a point  of  some  interest  that  the  infant  mortality  from  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis  rises  much  higher  during  an  epidemic  of  measles  or  whooping  cough 
than  during  an  influenza  outbreak. 


POLIOMYELITIS 

The  34  cases  which  occurred  constitute  a small  epidemic  in  which  a favourable 
feature  is  that  22  developed  no  paralysis.  In  June  there  appeared  to  be  a resumption 
of  the  1950  epidemic  in  that  the  first  patients  were  mainly  infants  and  paralysis 
generally  extensive  with  two  deaths.  Fortunately  the  disease,  almost  suddenly 
in  July,  appeared  to  change  its  character  in  that  it  attacked  older  people  in  the 
non-paralytic  form.  The  majority  of  these  later  cases  had  only  meningeal  signs, 
the  diagnosis  being  made  on  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  examination. 


Age  grouping  and  severity  in  Poliomyelitis  1951. 


Period 

Cases 

Age 

in  years 

Non- 

Severity 

0-1 

2-4 

5 14 

15+ 

paralytic 

Paralytic 

Deaths 

May  to  July 

13 

6 

1 

4 

2 

5 (38%) 

8 (62%) 

2 

August  to  October 

20 

1 

3 

5 

11 

17  (85%) 

3 (15%) 

0 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  possible  association  between  the  site  of 
paralysis  in  poliomyelitis  and  prior  inoculations  but  no  such  association  was 
found.  One  child  who  had,  by  chance,  been  inoculated  within  a month  prior  to 
the  onset  of  illness  did  not  develop  paralysis  of  the  inoculated  arm.  The  fear  of 
this  association,  which  stopped  immunisation  in  1950,  is  still  prevalent  and  was 
reflected  in  a marked  drop  in  immunisation.  While  this  remote  risk  certainly 
exists,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  action  often  taken  to  avoid  it  should  be 
cessation  of  immunisation,  when  there  is  the  simple  practical  solution  of  changing 
to  subcutaneous  inoculations. 


ENTERIC  FEVER 

One  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  (type  C)  occurred,  involving  5 boys.  These 
boys  drank  water  from  a stream  in  a demesne  outside  the  City  Boundary.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  a workman  in  the  demesne  engaged  in  felling  trees  who  had 
had  typhoid  fever  (type  C)  four  years  previous.  The  inference  was  obvious  but 
faecal,  urinary  and  blood  samples  submitted  by  the  workman  were  negative  on 
bacteriological  examination.  This  outbreak  illustrates  the  risk  of  drinking  from 
streams  and  the  danger  of  neglecting  to  provide  temporary  sanitary  accommodat- 
ion for  workmen. 

A paratyphoid  outbreak  (type  I)  caused  13  cases  in  Belfast  and  others  outside 
the  City.  In  addition,  6 persons  were  infected  but  were  not  ill.  With  one  exception, 
all  had  eaten  "cream”  pastry  from  the  same  bakery.  All  the  primary  cases  sick- 
ened on  the  same  day  and  two  had  eaten  the  pastry  on  one  occasion  only  so  that 
the  date  of  infection  could  be  accurately  fixed.  It  was  subsequently  discovered 
that  a temporary  employee  had  had  an  intestinal  upset  at  the  calculated  date  of 
contamination  of  the  cream.  She  left  her  employment  after  this  date  and  no 
further  cases  occurred.  This  suspect  would  not  co-operate  in  our  investigations 
beyond  submitting  a sample  of  faeces  which  was  bacteriologically  negative. 
Specimens  of  faeces,  urine  and  blood  submitted  by  other  bakery  emplovees  were 
all  reported  negative. 


DYSENTERY 

An  extensive  epidemic  of  sonne  dysentery,  very  mild  in  character,  occurred 
among  young  children  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  subsiding  with  the 
onset  of  the  summer.  The  total  notifications  of  173  must  represent  only  a small 
fraction  of  the  true  incidence. 

Some  cases  were  admitted,  before  diagnosis,  to  various  institutions  and 
childrens’  hospitals  and  were,  at  times,  the  source  of  ward  infections.  Much  of 
this  trouble  could  be  prevented  if  greater  use  was  made  of  the  Laboratory  Services 
for  the  early  diagnosis  of  intestinal  infections. 

A typical  outbreak  occurred  in  a Nursery  School  of  50  children,  ages  between 
2 and  5 years.  One  or  two  cases  of  diarrhoea,  each  lasting  only  a few  hours, 
occurred  each  day.  On  investigation  at  least  24  children  had  been  infected  but 
all  the  staff  were  free  from  infection.  There  was  no  evidence  of  contamination  of 
food.  As  the  children  are  encouraged  to  attend  to  their  own  toilet  and  hand- 
washing it  is  most  probable  that  spread  of  infection  was  by  direct  contact. 

Other  nurseries  in  the  City,  placed  on  their  guard  by  this  occurrence,  by 
excluding  the  early  case,  were  free  from  epidemic  outbreaks. 


FOOD  POISONING 


Single  Cases  Outbreaks 

Total  Cases 

Organism  isolated 

12  2 

20 

S.  typhimurium 

1 

2 

S.  St.  Paul 

1 

1 

S.  aublin 

1 

2 

S.  paratyphoid  B. 

3 3 

11 

None 

19 


The  suspected  foodstuffs  included  fried  herring,  pork  fillets,  fish,  sardines, 
ham,  corned  beef,  tinned  peas  and  grapes.  In  only  one  instance  was  it  possible  to 
obtain  a sample  of  the  food  suspected  (fish),  when  the  bacteriological  finding  was 
a profuse  growth  of  staphylococcus  albus. 

Age  grouping  of  S.  typhimurium  infections: 


Age  Under  1 year  1 — 4 5 — 14  154- 

Cases  9 5 15 


This  large  proportion  of  infants  was  due  to  two  institutional  outbreaks  in- 
volving 8 infants.  The  remaining  cases  were  scattered  in  time  and  places. 

Investigation  of  the  source  of  infection  in  food  poisoning  is  still  handicapped 
by  late  notification  and  delay  in  diagnosis.  A strong  impression  is  gained  that 
this  year  the  majority  of  the  cases  arise  from  contacts  and  are  not  food-borne. 

W.  J.  McLEOD,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Ph.C. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


After  the  preliminary  work  of  surveying  the  problem  and  possibilities  the 
work  of  Health  Education  has  developed  into  more  routine  channels. 

The  main  channels  through  which  the  work  is  carried  out  are  as  follows:— 

A Talks  and  Film  Shows: 

During  the  year  talks  and  him  shows  were  given  to  youth  organisations, 
Parents’  Associations,  Schools  and  Factories  on  topics  ranging  from  general 
health  to  food  handling.  76  Organisations  were  visited  with  an  average 
attendance  of  90. 

B Press: 

Co-operation  with  the  Press  and  B.B.C.  has  been  established  and  regular 
contributions  are  made  by  the  Department  to  keep  important  health  facts 
before  the  public. 

C Exhibition : 

A Health  Exhibition  was  held  during  Festival  Week  and  minor  exhibitions 
were  staged  in  various  clinics.  More  than  five  thousand  people  visited  the 
exhibition  and  more  than  seven  hundred  saw  films.  Another  feature  of  the 
Festival  Activities  was  the  inauguration  of  the  Health  Symbol  Competition. 
As  a result  of  the  competition  a symbol  was  chosen  and  now  appears  on  the 
Department’s  Posters.  A “clean  street’’  competition  was  also  organised  and 
as  a result  plaques  were  awarded  to  8 streets. 

D Literature: 

Pamphlets  and  Booklets  are  available  at  the  clinics  and  are  also  distributed 
to  some  educational  bodies.  Articles  are  prepared  for  magazines  and  a 
regular  poster  campaign  is  in  operation. 

E Health  Visitors: 

The  Health  Visitors  play  a very  important  part  in  health  education  by  their 
personal  contacts  in  the  homes  they  visit  and  the  advice  they  can  give  to 
mothers. 

F Classes: 

In  conjunction  with  the  Technical  College  the  Health  Department  run 
classes  for  those  engaged  in  the  food  trade  in  order  to  maintain  a higher 
standard  of  hygiene  in  this  important  industry. 

G Schoolchildren : 

From  the  point  of  view  of  a long  term  policy  the  most  fruitful  held  of  health 
education  is  the  school,  especially  the  Intermediate  School.  It  is  felt  that 
if  the  younger  generation  is  encouraged  to  take  a correct  attitude  to  health 
many  present  day  problems  will  disappear  in  the  future.  Every  opportunity 
is  taken  to  educate  children  in  matters  of  health.  The  monthly  slogan  com- 
petition is  one  of  the  methods  employed  in  this  important  held  and  it  is  felt 
that  this  scheme  will  bring  its  reward.  It  is  nevertheless  felt  that  many  of 
the  schools  have  not  adequate  facilities  to  encourage  hygiene  and  cleanliness 
in  the  pupils;  until  this  is  remedied,  much  of  the  value  of  education  in 
hygiene  will  be  reduced. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1951. 

The  Corporation  of  Belfast  as  the  Sanitary  Authority  was  permanently 
constituted  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  Port  of  Belfast  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Act,  1900. 

The  expenses  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  are  contributed  by  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  following  proportions : — 


The  Corporation  of  Belfast  92  % 

The  Carrickfergus  Urban  District  Council  1 % 

The  Holywood  Urban  District  Council  1 % 

The  Bangor  Borough  Council  1 % 

The  Belfast  No.  1 Rural  District  Council  1|% 

The  Belfast  No.  2 Rural  District  Council  1|% 

The  Larne  Rural  District  Council  1 % 

The  Newtownards  Rural  District  Council  1 % 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR 

TABLE  A 


Number 

Tonnage 

Number 

Inspected 

1 

1 

Number 
recorded 
to  be 
defective 

Number 
of  vessels 
on  which 
defects 
have  been 
remedied 

Number  of 
vessels 
reported 
as  having 
had  during 
the  voyage 
infectious 
diseases  on 
board 

By 

Medical 

Officer 

By 

Sanitary 
Officer  | 

FOREIGN : 

Steamers 

395 

582,447 

41 

395 

68 

57 

3 

Motors 

186 

168,191 

16 

186 

17 

11 

— 

Sailing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

581 

750,638 

57 

581 

85 

68 

3 

COASTWISE 

Steamers  'i 

Motors 

7,902 

3,856,523 

21 

1 .528 

263 

252 

18 

Sailing  j~ 

Fishing  J 

NON-TRAI)- 

ING: 

Steamers 

312 

295,665 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sailing 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Total  Coastwise 

8,214 

4,152,188 

21 

1,528 

263 

252 

1 

18 

Total  Foreign 

and  Coastwise 

8,795 

| 4,902,826 

78 

2,109 

348 

320 

21 

CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT 
TABLE  B 


(a)  Passenger  Traffic  (other  than  coastwise)  during  the  Year. 


Number  of  Passengers 

Aliens 

British 

Total 

Refused  leave  to  Land 

Inwards  by  Ship 

56 

366 

422 

2 

Inwards  by  Aircraft 

196 

64 

260 

— 

252 

430 

682 

2 

Refused  Leave  to  Embark 

Outwards  by  Ship 

36 

272 

308 



Outwards  bv  Aircraft 

50 

55 

105 

— 

86 

327 

413 

— 

22 


(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 


Principal  Imports — Wheat,  Barley,  Oats,  Linseed,  Pollards,  Timber,  Flax, 
Ores,  Paper,  Pulp,  Iron,  Steel,  Coal,  Cement,  Fertilizers,  Oil,  Flour,  Bran,  Cattle 
Fodder,  Tobacco,  Glass,  Salt,  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Wines,  Ales. 

Principal  Exports — Machinery,  Ropes,  Linen,  Yarns,  Tobacco,  Cigarettes, 
Potatoes,  Grass  Seed,  Butter,  Eggs,  Poultry,  Rabbits,  Apples,  Live  Cattle,  Whiskey, 
Aerated  Waters. 


(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  Vessels  Arrived. 

Abadan,  2;  Abo,  2;  Amsterdam,  5;  Antwerp,  53;  Archangel,  3;  Bahia 
Blanca,  3;  Baltimore,  6;  Basra, 1;  Beira,  7;  Bergen,  2;  Bona,  2;  Bordeaux,  1; 
Bremen,  25;  Bridgewater  N.S.,  1;  Buenos  Aires,  7;  Bunbury,  1;  Burea,  1; 
Burriana,  1;  Cadiz,  1;  Calcutta,  1;  Capetown,  2;  Casablanca,  6 ; Cork,  4;  Curacao, 
1;  Dairen,  2;  Dar-es-salaam,  1;  Delfzyl,  1;  Drogheda,  5;  Dublin,  20,  Dundalk, 
2;  Dunkirk,  6;  Egersund,  1;  Famagusta,  1;  Faroes,  1;  Galveston,  2;  Geelong, 
2;  Gefle,  2;  Genoa,  2;  Geraldton,  2;  Ghent,  57;  Gothenburg,  14;  Guernsey,  34; 
Hango,  3;  Hamburg,  20;  Hamina,  2;  Haugsund,  3;  Helsingfors,  3;  Helsinki,  1 ; 
Hindoyvaagen,  1 ; Honfleur,  1 ; Iceland,  1 ; Itajoi,  1 ; Istanbul,  1 ; Karlshamn,  1 ; 
Kotka,  5;  Las  Palmas,  3;  Leghorn,  2;  Leixoes,  4;  Lisbon,  4;  Los  Angeles,  1; 
Mantyluoto,  4;  Melbourne,!;  Messina,!;  Mombasa,  3;  Montevideo,  1 ; Montreal, 
7;  Moville,  1;  Narvik,  1;  New  Orleans,  2;  New  Westminster,  1;  New  York,  6; 
Norfolk,  3;  Novorossisk,  10;  Odessa,  10;  Olympia,  1;  Oslo,  6;  Oporto,  1;  Ostend, 
3;  Palermo,  2;  Parrsboro,  1;  Patineime,  1;  Philadelphia,  1;  Philippe ville,  2; 
Pomaron,  4;  Port  Elizabeth,  1;  Portland,  1;  Port  Lincoln,  1;  Port  Said,  1; 
Rafoo,  1 ; Rauma,  1;  Reims,  2;  Rosario,  2;  Rotterdam,  53;  Rouen,  28;  Rijeka,  3; 
Sah,  2;  Sandefjord,  2;  Santos,  1 ; Sas-van-Gent,  5;  Sligo,  1 ; Stettin,  2;  St.  Johns,  8; 
Sydney,  1;  Teneriffe,  9;  Tripoli,  1;  Tunis,  3;  Three  Rivers,  1;  Valencia,  1; 
Vancouver,  3;  Varberg,  1 ; Vianna-do-Castello,  6;  Victoria  B.C.,  4;  Wallaroo,  1 ; 
Warmenude,  1;  Waterford,  1;  Westman,  1;  Wexford,  2;  Wicklow,  1;  Weismar, 
5;  Yxpelia,  1. 

The  nationality  of  the  vessels  which  arrived  at  the  port  and  were  inspected 
was  as  follows: — 

American,  10;  Argentina,  3;  Belgian,  5;  British,  1,784;  Costa  Rican,  1; 
Danish,  20;  Dutch,  159;  Faroes,  1;  Finnish,  7;  French,  15;  German,  10;  Greek, 
13;  Honduras,  2;  Italian,  3;  Liberian,  1;  Norwegian,  41;  Panamanian,  9; 
Portuguese,  2;  Russian,  1;  Spanish,  4;  Swedish,  15;  Swiss,  1;  Turkish,  2; 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 

Annual  Return  by  the  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  for  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1951. 

During  the  year  no  requests  were  made  for  the  medical  examination  of  aliens. 

Total  Aliens  arriving  at  the  port  was  254;  of  these  2 were  refused  permission 
to  land  by  the  Immigration  Officer. 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Aliens— 82  vessels  inwards,  56  outwards— 138 
Total  number  of  aircraft  carrying  Aliens — 23  aircraft  inwards,  15  outwards=38 
Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  Medical  Inspector — Nil. 

Number  of  aircraft  dealt  with  by  Medical  Inspector — Nil. 

Port  Sanitary  Regulations  (Northern  Ireland)  1948: 

These  Regulations  were  applied  as  described  in  previous  reports. 
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TABLE  C 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  Landed  from  Vessels  Including  Coastwise  Vessels. 


DISEASE 

Number  of  Cases  during  1951 

Number  of  Vessels 
concerned 

Average  Number 
of  cases  for 
previous  five  years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Tuberculosis 

14 

— 

14 

11 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Malaria 

1 

1 

— 

Scabies 

2 

1 

1 

Tonsillitis 

— 

i 

1 

— 

TABLE  D 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  Occurring  on  Vessels  During  the  Voyage  but  disposed 

of  prior  to  Arrival. 


Number  of  Cases  during  19d1 

Number  of  Vessels 

Average  Number 

DISEASE 

concerned 

of  cases  for 

Passengers 

Crew 

previous  five  years 

Malaria  . . .. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Hepatitis 

— 

2 

2 

— 

No  cases  of  plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever  or  typhus  fever  occurred  and  no 
plague-infested  rats  were  discovered  during  the  year. 


THE  PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 

During  the  year  a Norwegian  Vessel  M.V.  “Lady  Kathleen ” arrived  at  the 
port  with  2 Parrakeets  on  board.  A notice  was  served  on  the  Master  prohibiting 
the  landing  of  these  birds.  These  birds  were  subsequently  exported  when  the 
vessel  sailed  from  the  port. 

The  S.S.  “Duke  of  Rothesay”  (Cross  Channel  Steamer)  arrived  at  the  port  with 
2 Budgerigars  on  board.  A Notice  was  served  on  the  Master  prohibiting  the  land- 
ing of  these  birds.  These  birds  were  subsequently  exported  when  the  steamer 
sailed  from  the  port. 

A Cockatoo  was  imported  from  England  under  a permit  granted  by  the 
Northern  Ireland  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  supervision  of  birds  imported  via 
Cross-Channel  Steamers.  There  is  a steady  trade  in  budgerigars,  for  breeding  and 
exhibition  purposes,  between  England  and  Northern  Ireland,  and  exporters  seem 
reluctant  to  undertake  the  formality  of  obtaining  the  necessary  import  permit. 
The  need  for  the  application  of  these  regulations  to  this  trade  would  appear  to  be 
worth  reconsideration. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  active  destruction  of  rats,  on  ships  and  on  shore,  is  carried  out  by  private 
contractors.  Inspections  are  made  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Officers  to  detect  the 
presence  of  rats;  they  advise  and  encourage  the  extension  of  rat  proofing  and  see 
that  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ship  and 
shore.  These  activities  are  described  in  detail  in  previous  reports. 
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NUMBER  OF  RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

i i 

TABLE  E 


(1)  On  Vessels. 


*-Albinos 


In  view  of  the  number  of  fumigations  carried  out  (15)  the  number  of  rats 
destroyed  (156)  is  in  accord  with  the  experience  of  other  British  Ports. 


TABLE  F 


(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves,  Warehouses. 


The  number  of  rats  destroyed  as  shown  in  this  table  is  exceedingly  low  com- 
pared with  other  seaports.  One  reason  for  this  is  that  the  sheds  and  stores  on  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  estates  are  baited  regularly  by  a private  firm  under 
contract  with  the  Harbour  Commissioners  and  information  on  the  degree  of  infest- 
ation and  destruction  of  rats  is  not  supplied  to  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

From  the  results  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Officers'  inspections  of  sheds,  etc.,  and 
the  very  small  number  of  complaints  of  damage  by  rats,  together  with  the  absence 
of  disease  spread  by  rats  (e.g.  Leptospirosis),  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  rat  infest- 
ation is  kept  well  under  control. 

No  vessels  from  plague-infected  ports  arrived  in  Belfast  during  the  year. 


TABLE  G 


Deratization  Certificates  and  Deratization  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during 

the  year. 


Nett  Tonnage 

Number 
of  Ships 

No.  of 

Deratization  Certificates  Issued 

Total 

No.  of 
Deratization 
Exemption 
Certificates 
Issued 

Total 

Certificates 

Issued 

After 

Fumigation 

with 

After 

Trapping, 

Poisoning, 

etc. 

H.C.N. 

Sulphur 

H.C.N. 

and 

Sulphur 

Ships  up  to  300  tons 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Ships  from  301  to  1000  tons  

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 

14 

Ships  from  1,001  to  3,000  tons 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

12 

Ships  from  3,001  to  10,000  tons 

27 

10 

_ 

__ 

— 

10 

17 

27 

Ships  over  10,000  tons 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL 

63 

15 

— 

— 

— 

15 

48 

63 
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The  dangerous  nature  of  the  gas  used  in  these  fumigations  should  be  noted. 
Mishaps,  some  quite  serious,  have  occurred  in  other  ports.  There  is  no  allowance 
for  even  the  slightest  carelessness  in  the  supervision  of  fumigation,  and  the  Port 
Sanitary  Officers  deserve  credit  for  the  way  in  which  they  carry  out  these  duties. 


HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES 
TABLE  H 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality  of 
Vessel 

Number  inspected 
during  1951 

Defects  of  original 
construction 

Structural  defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt,  vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health 

British 

1,784 

2 

86 

248 

Other  Nationalities 

325 

1 

20 

41 

Defects  were  found  as  follows: — 


Quarters  require  cleaning  

Quarters  require  painting  

Waterclosets  require  cleaning 
Watercloset  apartments  required  painting 
Washbasins  require  cleaning 
Washplace  requires  cleaning 
Watertanks  require  cleaning 
Bilges  require  cleaning 
Galley  required  cleaning 

Bedding  required  cleaning  

Storeroom  required  cleaning 
Vermin,  etc. 

Defective  Decks 
Defective  Portlights 
Defective  Scupper  Pipes 

Defective  Heating  Stoves  

Defective  Flue  Pipes  to  Stoves 
Defective  Ventilation 

Defective  and  Choked  Waterclosets  

Defective  Waterclosets  (joints) 

Defective  Waterclosets  (basins) 

Defective  Waterclosets  (flush  and  valves) 
Defective  Watercloset  (seat) 

Defective  Washbasins 

Defective  Watertanks 

Defective  Skylights 

Defective  Radiator 

Defective  Bunk  Stanchions 

Defective  Bulkhead 

Defective  Lockers 

Defective  Tiling  to  Bathroom 

Defective  Heating  (due  to  collision) 

No  Receptacle  for  Refuse  


British 

Other 

Nationalitie: 

109 

19 

21 

— - 

85 

17 

2 

1 

2 

21 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— - 

1 

5 

2 

13 

2 

13 

3 

16 

5 

6 

1 

8 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

9 

— 

3 

1 

5 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 1 
1 

1 

3 


This  year  there  is  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  hygiene  of  crews’  quarters. 
This  is  a very  gratifying  result  of  the  constant  attention  given  to  this  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Officer.  The  main  difficulties  lie  in  the  number  of  small  cargo  ships  using 
the  port  and  the  quick  turn  round  which  limits  the  amount  of  supervision. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

1.  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulat- 
ions 1937-1948,  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations  1937  and 
the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  1927-1940. 
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During  the  year  all  sheds  and  warehouses  at  the  Port,  where  food  is  landed 
or  stored,  were  inspected  regularly  for  the  detection  of  unsound  food.  The  qualit}' 
of  the  food  which  arrived  at  the  Port  during  the  year  maintained  a high  standard. 

Unsound  Food 


Bananas 

tons 
31 

cwts. 

7 

qrs. 

1 

lbs. 

Flour  

— 

14 

2 

— 

Dutch  Pickling  Onions 

— 

3 

2 

8 

Fish  (Plaice  and  Lemon  Sole) 

— 

— 

1 

14 

Dutch  Luncheon  Meat 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Total  

32 

5 

3 

6 

The  quantity  of  bananas  found  to  be  unsound  is  a matter  of  concern.  The 
method  of  stowage  is  one  of  the  factors  responsible;  much  of  the  unsound  fruit 
being  that  stored  at  the  bottom  of  the  hold. 

No  milk  is  imported,  but  large  quantities  of  fresh  milk  are  exported  to  the 
Cross-Channel  ports  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  Northern  Ireland. 

2.  Shellfish— Information  respecting  any  shellfish  beds  or  layings 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  stating  whether 
they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  liable  to  pollution. 

There  are  no  layings  of  shellfish  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authority. 

Report  on  any  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations 
1936,  or  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  (Northern  Ireland). 

Under  the  Belfast  Corporation  Act,  1930,  it  is  an  offence  to  gather  any  shellfish 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority.  Posters  are  exhibited  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Port  area  during  the  summer  months,  warning  the  members  of 
the  public  against  the  gathering  of  shellfish.  No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
under  this  Act  during  the  year,  but  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  a person  who  had 
been  found  gathering  shellfish  on  the  foreshore. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 

Shellfish-  -Three  samples,  one  each  from  Groomsport,  Briggs  Bay  and  Ballv- 
macormack,  were  reported  to  contain  faecal  coli  in  0-2  ml.  and  Cl.  Welchii  in  large 
numbers  per  ml. 

One  sample  from  Orlock  Point  was  reported  to  contain  no  coliform  organisms 
but  Cl.  Welchii  in  1 ml. 

Fruit — A sample  of  imported  pears  was  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  who 
reported  the  presence  of  arsenic. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  1951 
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Total  under  5 years 
at  end  of  1951 

13,495 

Equal  to  33-7%  of 
this  age-group 

Total  over  5 and 
under  10  years  at 
end  of  1951 

32,411 

Equal  to  73‘7%  of 
this  age-group 

Total  over  10  and 
under  15  years  at 
end  of  1951 
29,871 

Equal  to  78‘6%  of 
this  age-group 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


During  the  period  1st  January  till  31st  December,  1951 : — 

1,046  children  were  vaccinated  at  public  clinics  by  the  Health  Committee’s 
Medical  Officers. 

5,991  certihcates  of  successful  vaccination  were  received  from  general  medical 
practitioners. 

447  certihcates  of  insusceptibility  of  the  vaccine  disease  were  received  from 
general  medical  practitioners. 

During  the  period  1st  January  till  31st  December,  1951,  the  Vaccination 
Enforcement  Officer  paid  866  visits  to  the  homes  of  children  in  respect  of  whom 
no  certihcates  had  been  received.  The  results  of  these  visits  were  as  follows: — 

(a)  Vaccinated  by  general  medical  practitioner; 


evidence  of  vaccination  shown  14 

(b)  Stated  to  be  vaccinated;  no  evidence  shown  89 

(c)  Not  vaccinated  181 

(d)  Child  ill  or  unfit  135 

(e)  Child  removed  from  known  address  161 

(f)  Child  deceased  .....  5 

(g)  No  admission  obtained  ....  281 


TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES 

During  the  year  144  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  scabies  clinic  at  the 
Disinfecting  Station,  Laganbank  Road. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


The  important  work  of  systematic  attention  to  the  abatement  of  sanitary 
nuisances,  and  the  routine  inspection  of  food  premises,  factories,  shops,  together 
with  Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control,  and  other  day-to-day  work  of  maintaining 
good  environmental  hygienic  conditions  in  the  City,  was  carried  out  satisfactorily 
by  the  sanitary  staff.  New  legislation,  such  as  the  Rent  Restriction  Law  (Amend- 
ment) Act  (Northern  Ireland),  1951,  and  the  By-Laws  relating  to  the  business  of 
a vendor  of  fried  fish  or  fried  potatoes,  considerably  increased  the  duties  of  the 
staff.  The  increase  in  work  can  best  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
sanitary  complaints  received  was  63,827  in  1951,  as  compared  with  39,849  in  1950. 
With  the  introduction  in  August  of  the  amendment  to  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts, 
it  became  obvious  that  the  existing  number  of  district  sanitary  officers  could  not 
cope  with  the  increased  volume  of  work  arising  from  the  demand  for  certificates 
and  reports  in  respect  of  controlled  dwelling-houses,  of  which  there  are  approx- 
imately 100,000  in  the  City.  The  Health  Committee  gave  authority  for  the  employ- 
ment of  six  additional  sanitary  officers  on  a temporary  basis.  Advertisements  in 
newspapers  met  with  no  response.  Alternative  arrangements  then  had  to  be  made 
whereby  the  specialist  officers  were  transferred  from  their  routine  duties  to  cope 
with  the  demand.  Overtime  was  worked  by  the  entire  staff  and,  by  the  end  of 
December,  the  leeway  regarding  requests  for  certificates  was  practically  made  up, 
but  it  was  found  to  be  impossible  to  carry  out  regular  inspections  of  schools, 
offensive  trades,  graveyards,  tipping  grounds,  stabling  yards,  piggeries,  rivers, 
streams,  ponds,  etc. 

The  housing  problem  in  the  City  remains  acute,  and  consequently  this  aspect 
of  environmental  hygiene  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Old  property  has  deteriorated 
owing  to  the  lack  of  repairs.  This  particular  problem  has  now  been  partly  met  by 
the  amended  Rent  Restriction  Acts  which  enable  the  issue  of  certificates  covering 
a wider  range  of  defects  in  controlled  dwelling  houses  than  is  possible  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts.  Another  aspect  of  deterioration  of  housing  accommod- 

ation is  the  problem  of  the  tenement  house.  A considerable  number  of 
large  type  middle  class  dwellings  have  in  recent  years  been  converted  into 
tenements  in  which  a number  of  different  families  occupy  separate  rooms.  This 
type  of  house  not  having  been  designed  for  such  occupancy,  and  the  sharing 
of  such  domestic  facilities  as  watercloset  accommodation,  ashbin,  water  supply, 
and  the  inevitable  overcrowding  of  the  living  space,  creates  a serious  public  he- 
alth problem.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  introduction  of  By-Laws  to 
enable  adequate  control  of  these  houses  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  routine  sampling  and  testing  of  food  and  drugs  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  and  other  Acts,  continued  throughout  the  year.  This  work  is  important 
in  safeguarding  the  public  against  the  adulteration  of  foods;  the  submission  of 
samples  to  bacteriological  examination  also  serves  as  a valuable  check  in  deter- 
mining whether  or  not  hygienic  methods  are  being  observed  in  the  manufacture 
and  packing  of  certain  foodstuffs.  Considerable  alterations  and  structural  repairs 
were  carried  out  in  a number  of  the  larger  restaurants,  cafes  and  hotels  during 
the  year  in  order  to  put  them  into  compliance  with  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Contamination  of  Food)  Regulations  (Northern  Ireland)  1948.  In  most  cases 
the  work  has  been  completed,  but  in  others  much  still  remains  to  be  done.  Similar 
action  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  other  premises  including  butchers  shops, 
public  houses,  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises,  bakeries,  synthetic  cream 
manufacturing  premises,  etc.  However,  the  volume  of  this  work  has  been  greatest 
in  premises  used  for  the  business  of  fried  fish  and  fried  potatoes.  The  majority 
of  these  premises  have  been  brought  up  to  a good  standard  of  structural  hygiene 
and  are  now  registered  under  Section  25  of  the  Belfast  Corporation  (General 
Powers)  Act  (N.I.)  1948. 

The  routine  work  of  rodent  control  has  achieved  fairly  satisfactory  results 
in  this  important  section  of  public  health  work.  The  success  of  rodent  control 
attained  by  systematic  "sewer”  treatment  in  part  of  the  City  would  not  have  been 
possible  without  the  co-operation  of  the  City  Surveyor.  A review  of  "sewer  treat- 
ment” in  March,  1951,  led  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  sewer  areas  from  sixteen 
to  twenty-four,  and  the  number  of  campaigns  was  raised  from  forty-seven  in  1950 
to  eighty  in  1951.  The  total  sewer  area  under  periodical  treatment  extends  from 
Duncairn  Gardens  to  Ravenhill  Avenue,  Agnes  Street  to  Mersey  Street,  Falls  Road 


30 


to  Beersbridge  Road,  and  Donegall  Pass  to  Connswater  river.  The  rat  population 
in  the  sewers  of  the  treated  areas  has  been  considerably  reduced.  During  the  year 
the  Rat  Destruction  Officer  treated  forty-five  premises  which  were  rat  infested. 
The  Rodent  Control  Officer  has  endeavoured  to  impress  on  occupiers  their  respon- 
sibility under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  and  the  necessity  of 
taking  action  against  the  rat  when  the  slightest  evidence  is  found;  in  fact,  periodic 
test  baiting  has  been  recommended,  for  only  in  this  way  will  major  and  secondary 
infestations  be  prevented. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  is  under  the  control  of  the  City 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  All  areas  of  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  isolated 
premises  on  the  outskirts,  are  connected  with  the  sewerage  system.  Sewage  is 
collected  by  means  of  high  and  low  level  main  sewers  and  discharged  into  the 
outfall  works  situated  adjoining  Belfast  Lough.  It  is  screened  and  passed  through 
detritus  chambers  before  entering  the  sedimentation  tanks.  Sludge  from  the 
sedimentation  tanks  is  pumped  to  a sludge  steamer  and  is  taken  to  sea  and  deposited 
in  deep  water.  The  effluent,  after  passing  to  the  storage  ponds,  is  discharged 
during  the  first  three-and-a-half  hours  of  the  ebb  tide  at  a point  one  mile  from 
the  shore.  Owing  to  the  contours  of  the  land  on  which  Belfast  is  built,  much  of 
the  sewage  must  be  pumped.  During  the  year  a new  main  trunk  sewer  has  been 
laid  in  the  valley  of  the  Loop  River  and  work  has  commenced  on  the  laying  of  a 
similar  sewer  in  the  Knock  valley.  The  relaying  of  a section  of  the  Circular  Road 
sewer  has  been  completed  and  new  main  sewers  have  been  provided  to  serve  many 
housing  sites.  The  housing  schemes  which  are  being  carried  out,  both  inside  and 
outside  the  City  Boundary,  have  necessitated  considerable  extensions  of  the 
drainage  systems.  In  addition  to  the  main  schemes  mentioned  above,  much 
maintenance  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  involving  the  relaying 
and  repair  of  defective  sewers. 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  City  Surveyor’s  Department  by  direct 
labour,  under  the  control  of  the  Cleansing  Superintendent.  There  are  over  129,000 
ashbins  in  use  in  the  City  and  these  are  cleansed  on  a weekly  basis,  while  in  the 
City  centre  trade  refuse  is  removed  daily.  The  supply  of  new  ashbins  during  the 
year  was  reasonably  good;  these  can  be  obtained  by  the  public  from  the  Corpor- 
ation on  terms  of  hire  or  purchase  outright.  During  the  year  a Government  order 
was  issued  prohibiting  the  galvanizing  of  ashbins,  which  will  tend  to  reduce  the 
average  life  of  these  receptacles.  House  and  trade  refuse  is  mainly  disposed  of  on 
tipping  grounds,  while  approximately  120  tons  per  week  are  incinerated  in  the 
Refuse  Destructor  Works.  In  order  to  minimise  fly  breeding,  ashbins  were  sprayed 
from  May  to  October  with  a solution  of  D.D.T.  each  time  after  being  emptied, 
while  tipping  grounds  were  treated  during  this  period  with  either  D.D.T.  or 
Gammexane  solution.  A good  spirit  of  co-operation  exists  between  this  Depart- 
ment and  the  Cleansing  section.  The  supplies  of  new  ashbins  and  details  of  action 
taken  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  under  Section  44,  Belfast  Corporation  Act,  1930, 
will  be  found  under  the  heading  “Provision  of  Ashbins”. 


Water  Supplies 

Control  of  the  public  water  supply  is  vested  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  Belfast 
City  and  District  Water  Commissioners,  who  supply  all  domestic  water  with  the 
exception  of  a few  houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  City.  The  supply  is  derived  from 
three  main  catchment  areas : — 

1.  Mourne  supply  from  the  Mourne  Mountains,  about  40  miles  from  Belfast. 

2.  Woodburn  (Carrickfergus)  supply,  County  Antrim. 

3.  Stoneyford  supply  about  10  miles  from  Belfast. 
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Routine  bacteriological  examinations  of  all  waters  were  made  by  Professor 
W.  J.  Wilson,  B.A.,  M.D.,  D.Sc.,  D.P.H.,  Director  of  Water  Examinations  to  the 
Water  Commissioners,  and  copies  of  the  results  were  submitted  monthly  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  information.  In  addition,  214  samples  were  taken 
from  public  supplies  to  premises  in  the  City  by  Sanitary  Officers,  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  N.I.  Hospitals  Authority  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination.  114  of  these  samples  were  reported  as  highly  satisfactory 
and  of  the  remaining  100,  56  were  found  to  be  suspicious  because  of  the 
presence  of  coliform  organisms  in  a chlorinated  and  filtered  supply  and  44  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  because  of  the  presence  of  faecal  coli  in  addition  to 
coliform  organisms.  The  suspicious  and  unsatisfactory  are  classified  as  follows: — 


Coliform  Organisms  Count  per  100  ml. 

Number  of  Samples 

1—2 

51 

3—10 
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Greater  than  10 

18 

TOTAL 

100 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considered  that  no  piped  water  supply  which 
has  been  filtered  and  chlorinated  should  contain  faecal  coli  and  accordingly 
representations  were  made  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  report  outlined  unsatis- 
factory environmental  conditions  at  the  Whitewell  supply  which  cause  grave 
anxiety,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  use  of  this  supply  should  be  discontinued. 

The  Health  Committee  directed  that  a copy  of  the  report  should  be  sent  to 
interested  bodies  and  the  matter  was  still  under  review  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  four  public  swimming  baths  situated  at  Templemore  Avenue, 
Ormeau  Avenue,  Falls  Road  and  Peter’s  Hill,  each  having  first  and  second  class 
swimming  pond  accommodation.  In  addition  there  are  158  slipper  baths  provided. 
With  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Superintendent  of  Baths,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  has  been  enabled  to  continue  the  supervision  and  scientific  control  of 
the  purity  of  the  water  in  the  ponds.  190  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  all  the 
baths  and  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  An  analysis  of  the  samples  is  appended. 


Number  of  Samples  taken 

Result  of  E 

xam  ination 

132 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  due  to 
the  presence  of 
Coliform  Organisms 

110 

22 

124  samples  of  water  were  also  examined  at  the  baths  by  the  Sanitary  Officers 
to  determine  the  degree  of  acidity-alkalinity,  and  the  amount  of  free  residual 
chlorine  present  in  the  water. 

The  effects  of  the  new  working  conditions  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  were  studied;  these  included  reduction  of  hours  of  opening  the 
ponds  to  the  public,  limitation  of  number  of  bathers,  extended  operation  of  the 
filtration  plant  after  closing  hours,  and  a longer  “quiescent”  period.  Some  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  and  appearance  of  the  water  could  be  reported  but  major 
improvement  cannot  be  expected  until  the  plant  and  equipment  is  fully  modern- 
ised. The  plant  installed  at  Falls  Road  second-class  pond  to  give  “Break-point 
Chlorination”  treatment  of  the  water  had  not  been  brought  into  operation  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Peter’s  Hill  baths,  with  its  antiquated  method  of  water  treatment 
and  lack  of  filtration  plant,  remains  a problem  which  will  have  to  receive  attention. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  open-air  swimming  ponds  exist  at  Victoria  Park  and 
Falls  Park;  these  are  well  patronized  during  the  summer  months. 


Housing 

The  total  number  of  permanent  dwelling  houses  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  vear  was  1 ,229 ; of  this  total  646  were  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
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who,  in  addition,  provided  6 flats;  583  were  provided  by  private  enterprise  and 
20  large  type  dwelling  houses  were  converted  into  flats  to  accommodate  more 
than  one  family. 

Housing  occupies  an  important  position  in  the  improvement  of  the  environ- 
mental health  of  the  City.  At  the  31st  December  the  total  number  of  houses 
provided  and  owned  by  the  Corporation  since  the  commencement  of  Local 
Authority  Housing  Schemes  was  3,863.  These  houses  are  classified  as  follows 


Permanent  Houses  2,542 

Temporary  (Prefabricated)  Houses  1,000 

Re-Built  “Blitzed”  Houses  11 

Temporary  Converted  (Hutted)  Accommodation  274 

Flats  36 


One  of  the  major  problems  in  the  building  of  dwelling  houses  in  Belfast,  which 
must  be  resolved  soon,  is  the  availability  of  suitable  sites.  Maximum  site  utilis- 
ation has  been  assisted  by  the  building  of  three  and  four  storey  flats  in  some  areas. 


Rent  and  Mortgage  (Restrictions)  Acts,  (Northern  Ireland),  1920  to  1944 

and 

Rent  Restriction  Law  (Amendment)  Act,  (Northern  Ireland),  1951 

Applications  by  tenants  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Acts  numbered 
8,088,  of  which  by  31st  December  7,357  had  been  issued  and  86  had  been  refused 
as  the  dwelling  houses  were  found  to  be  in  “good  and  tenantable  repair”  as  de- 
fined in  the  Acts.  253  applications  were  made  by  Agents  for  a report  that  repairs 
specified  on  certificates  had  been  carried  out;  of  this  number  41  were  refused. 
At  the  request  of  the  Estates  Committee  278  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the  Belfast 
Corporation  were  inspected  as  for  certificates  of  disrepair,  these  houses  not  having 
been  provided  by  the  Corporation  under  Housing  Acts.  Detailed  reports  were 
furnished  on  the  repairs  which  were  necessary. 


SANITARY  SECTION 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Nuisances  Discovered  and  Complained  of 


NUISANCES 
(A)  Discovered 
(B)  Complained  of 

DIVISIONS 

No 

rth 

So 

ith 

E 

ist 

W 

est 

T 

otal 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

Drains,  Traps,  etc.,  foul  or  defective 

668 

595 

517 

675 

409 

1,031 

414 

423 

2,008 

2,724 

Tiling,  Paving  or  Flooring  defective 

274 

1,256 

546 

1,486 

383 

1 ,620 

180 

1,104 

1,383 

5,466 

No  Water  Closet  accommodation 

4 

7 

6 

30 

8 

2 

22 

7 

40 

46 

Water  Closets,  foul  or  defective 

342 

1,279 

336 

1,363 

195 

1,457 

232 

1,124 

1,105 

5,223 

No  ashpit  accommodation 

7 

56 

20 

55 

10 

41 

33 

39 

70 

191 

Sink  wastepipes  defective,  or  want  of 

66 

249 

54 

170 

46 

209 

25 

180 

191 

808 

Ashpit  defective  or  unsuitable 

18 

101 

15 

175 

19 

152 

7 

85 

59 

513 

Soil  or  ventilating  pines  defective  

7 

6 

2 

15 

2 

4 

I 

4 

12 

29 

Roofs  or  spoutings  defective  or  want 
of 

1 ,206 

5,329 

1 ,990 

4,459 

1,929 

5,201 

537 

3,639 

5,662 

18,628 

Premises  dirtv 

10 

29 

12 

31 

8 

26 

20 

18 

50 

104 

Houses  or  premises  damp  

547 

4,026 

1,415 

4,216 

939 

4,895 

322 

3,151 

3,223 

16,288 

General  Dilapidation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 







1 

Insufficient  light  or  ventilation 

19 

25 

114 

370 

25 

35 

8 

11 

166 

441 

Offensive  smells  . . 

5 

48 

22 

63 

101 

162 

3 

26 

131 

299 

Fowl  or  animals  kept 

i 

6 

— 

8 

2 

6 

2 

3 

5 

23 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  other 
offensive  matter 

19 

32 

106 

121 

72 

209 

ii 

30 

208 

392 

No  domestic  water  supply 

— 

7 

— 

6 

1 

26 

— 

4 

1 

43 

Black  Smoke 

— 

— 

— 





1 







1 

Passages  dirtv 

19 

32 

7 

23 

2 

23 

29 

23 

57 

101 

Schools  filthy 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Houses  overcrowded 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 







4 

Schools  overcrowded 

16 

— 

33 

— 

38 



30 

1 

117 

1 

Miscellaneous 

694 

3,438 

1,650 

3,646 

694 

2,680 

389 

2,735 

3,427 

12,499 

4 RANI 

) TOT7 

4L 



17,917 

63,827 

33 


Nuisances  Abated 


Nature  of  Nuisance 

C 

IVISIONS 

North 

South 

East 

West 

Total 

House  drains  cleansed 

514 

787 

962 

404 

2,667 

House  drains  repaired 

170 

375 

182 

74 

SOI 

Length  in  feet  ol  drain  pipes  laid 

31 

170 

324 

57  i 

582  f 

Gullv  and  disconnecting  traps  put  on  house  drains 

4 

9 

6 

3 

22 

Houses  had  the  tiling,  paving  and  flooring  repaired 

606 

988 

1,209 

699 

3,502 

Water  Closets  repaired 

855 

1,080 

1,079 

855 

3,869 

Ashbins  provided 

97 

121 

182 

105 

505 

Houses  provided  with  new  soil  and  ventilating  pipes 

— 

1 



1 

Houses  have  had  the  roofs  repaired 

1,900 

1 ,969 

2,300 

1 ,577 

7,746 

Houses  have  had  the  spouting  repaired 

1.779 

1 ,54S 

2,258 

1,478 

7,063 

Houses  have  been  cleansed 

— 

18 

5 

2 

25 

Passages  cleansed 

13 

22 

24 

12 

71 

Houses  have  had  minor  repairs  effected 

1,689 

2,405 

1,782 

1 ,695 

7,571 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated 

8 

33 

34 

8 

83 

GENERAL  SUMMARY 


Number  of  Sanitary  Complaints  received  during  the 

year  63,827 

Number  of  Sanitary  Complaints  discovered  during  the 

year  17,917 

Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  in  respect  of 

nuisances  117,261 

Number  of  Notices  issued  31,287 

Number  of  Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  34,408 


By-Laws  made  under  Section  23  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act,  1890  Relating  to  keeping  water  closets  supplied  with  sufficient  water 
for  flushing. 


Number  of  Notices  issued  474 

Number  of  Summonses  issued  59 


Keeping  of  Animals 

Stables  within  the  City  are  systematically  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Officers, 
constant  attention  being  paid  to  the  frequency  of  removal  of  manure  and  to  general 
sanitation. 


Number  of  stables  on  Register  336 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  2,549 


Regulation  62B  of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations  1939,  which  came  into 
operation  on  19th  June,  1940,  suspended  all  restrictions  on  the  keeping  of  pigs, 
hens  and  rabbits.  This  regulation  was  revoked  as  from  9th  December,  1951,  and 
the  By-Laws  made  under  Section  54  of  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  for 
the  regulation  of  piggeries  are  again  operative  after  a suspension  of  over  10  years. 


Number  of  Piggeries  on  Register  116 

Total  number  of  Inspections  1,761 


13  Transfer  of  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  under  the  Swine  Fever  (Belfast)  Order,  1936. 


Burial  Grounds 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  visits  and  inspections  of  burial 
grounds  were  made  by  Sanitary  Officers  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health  and 
the  maintenance  of  public  decency. 


Number  in  City  10 

Total  number  of  inspections  114 
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In  addition  12  exhumations  and  re-interments  took  place  at  cemeteries  with- 
in the  City  in  accordance  with  licences  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Local 
Government.  In  all  cases  the  exhumation  was  conducted  with  proper  regard  for 
public  health  and  decency. 


Offensive  Trades 

These  businesses  require  careful  and  regular  supervision  largety  becqpse  of 
their  nature  and  the  raw  materials  used.  There  are  11  such  businesses  in  the  City 
which  are  registered  as  offensive  trades,  consisting  of  4 hide  and  skin  merchants; 
1 fat  melter,  hide  and  skin  merchant;  4 soap  boilers;  1 gut  scraper  and  1 bone 
boiler.  The  By-Laws  for  registration  of  these  trades  require  the  prevention  of 
offensive  effluvia,  the  inoffensive  disposal  of  obnoxious  waste,  the  limewashing 
of  ceilings  and  walls,  the  cleansing  of  floors  and  utensils,  thorough  flushing  of  the 
drains  and  the  maintenance  of  the  premises  in  good  order  and  repair. 

Total  number  of  inspections  103 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  primary  object  of  the  Department  in  carrying  out  smoke  observations  to 
industrial  chimneys  is  to  reduce,  if  possible,  the  degree  of  atmospheric  pollution 
consistent  with  the  considerations  of  fuel  economy  and  efficiency. 


Approximate  number  of  chimneys  274 

Timed  observations  on  chimneys  431 

Revealing  black  smoke  over  two  minutes  in  half-hour 

observations  4 


Cinemas,  Theatres 

Cinemas,  Theatres  and  other  places  of  public  entertainment  were  frequently 
visited  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  to  ensure  that  proper  hygienic  conditions  were 
maintained.  In  addition  special  visits  were  made  to  check  the  efficiency  of  vent- 
ilating and  heating  systems,  by  tests  using  the  Kata  Thermometer  and  a Hygro- 
meter. Unsatisfactory  results  are  reported  to  the  managers  with  requests  for  the 
necessary  remedial  action. 


Number  in  City  43 

Number  of  routine  inspections  651 


Primary  and  Intermediate  School  Buildings 


Number  in  City  177 

Total  number  of  inspections  795 

Defects  discovered  by  Sanitary  Officers  237 

Complaints  from  School  Health  Services  investigated  98 
Intimations  concerning  defects  sent  to  Director  of 

Education  65 

Intimations  concerning  defects  sent  to  Managers,  etc.  48 

Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  44 


Miscellaneous  Inspections 

Tipping  Grounds — Number  in  City  8 Total  Inspections  165 
Marine  Stores  — ,,  ,,  30  ,,  ,,  585 

Rivers  — ,,  ,,  15  ,,  ,,  269 

Public  Sanitary  — ,,  ,,  73  ,,  ,,  1,085 

conveniences 

(Including  those  in  Parks  and  Playgrounds) 
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Drain  Tests 


Total  number  of  tests  made  (including  tests  made 


under  Rodent  and  Insect  Pests  Control)  427 

Number  showing  defects  by  smoke  machine  test  170 

Number  of  tests  made  on  complaint  of  rats  290 

Number  showing  defects  on  complaint  of  rats  124 


Where  defects  have  been  revealed  by  tests,  repairs  have  been  carried  out. 


Provision  of  Ashbins  (Section  44  of  the  Belfast  Corporation  Act,  1930) 


Number  of  notices  served  under  the  above  Section  192 

Number  of  ashbins  provided  505 


Number  of  Summonses  for  non-compliance  with  notice 


Hairdressers  Act  (Northern  Ireland),  1939 


Total  number  on  register  at  31st  December,  1950  399 

,,  ,,  registered  during  1951  25 

,,  ,,  deleted  during  1951  9 

,,  ,,  on  register  at  31st  December,  1951  415 

,,  ,,  of  inspections  of  registered  premises  1,682 


Planning  and  Housing  Act  (Northern  Ireland),  1931 

Owing  to  the  serious  shortage  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  pressure  of  other 
work,  no  surveys  were  made  under  this  Act.  Representation  was  made  for  a closing 
order  on  part  of  a building  under  the  provisions  of  Section  32. 


Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts  (Northern  Ireland), 

1938  and  1949 


PART  1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Officers 


Number  of 

PREMISES 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Statutory 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

3,478 

156 

4 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

487 

25 

2 

+( )ther  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction,  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

581 

52 

2 

■(■Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories 

TOTAL 

4,546 

233 

8 

PART  2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Nu 

rnber  of  Defe 

cts 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(5) 

PARTICULARS 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  Chief 
Inspector 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

14 

10 

3 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3) 

7 

5 

2 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

10 

8 

3 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

f Insufficient 

l 

39 

29 

— 

i 

i 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S. 7)  -(  I nsuitable  or  defective 

317 

221 

— 

4 

1 

[_Not  separate  for  sexes 

15 

10 

KTI 

1 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  Home  Work 
which  is  included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

50 

10 

30 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
(S.56  to  S.59) 

9 

4 

— 

TOTAL 

4(54 

300 

38 

8 

Inspections  of  Factories  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


Number  of  nuisances  discovered  196 

Number  of  written  notices  served 74 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  114 


PART  3.  HOMEWORK 


Number  of 
Inspections 
of  Out- 
workers 
Premises 

(2) 

Outwork  in 
( 

Unwholesoi 
Section  115 

tie  Premises 
) 

Outwork 

(Sect 

in  Infected  Premises 
ions  116  and  117) 

NATURE  OF  WORK 
(1) 

Instances 

(3) 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served 

(4) 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(5) 

Instances 

(6) 

Orders 
Made 
(Sec.  117) 

(7) 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(Secs.  116  & 

1 17) 

(8) 

1.  Making,  cleaning, 
washing,  altering, 
ornamentin  g, 
finishing,  and 

repairing  of  wear- 
ing apparel 

27 

2 

2.  Making-up,  orna- 
menting, finish- 

ing, and  repairing 
of  table  linen,  bed 
linen,  or  other 
household  linen, 
(including  in  the 
term  ''linen'' 
articles  of  cotton 
or  cotton  and 
linen  mixtures) 

154 

2 

3 

1 

3.  Textile  weaving 
and  any  process 
incidental  thereto 

4.  Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

181 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

The  number  of  outworkers  premises  on  the  register  for  the  six  months  ending 
August,  1951  was  381.  The  inspection  of  premises  in  which  certain  types  of  home- 
work are  carried  on  was  maintained  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Factories  and  Public  Health  Acts  relating  to  the  wholesomeness  of  the  premises 
and  to  ensure  that  the  work  is  not  carried  out  in  premises  in  which  notifiable 
diseases  exist.  The  homes  of  181  outworkers  were  inspected  and  with  few  ex- 
ceptions were  found  to  be  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  the  work  carried  on  and  in 
a satisfactory?  state  of  cleanliness. 


37 


Bakehouses 


Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  307 

Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  1,166 


Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  307 

Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  1,166 


Summary  of  Defects  discovered  on  Inspection 

Reported 

Statutory 

Notices 

Issued 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

32 

27 

31 

Overcrowding 

3 

3 

3 

Unreasonable  temperature  (ventilation  inadequate  or  not  maintained) 

10 

7 

10 

Inadequate  provisions  made  for  rendering  harmless  fumes,  etc. 

3 

2 

3 

Drainage  of  floors 

4 

2 

1 

Drain  inlets  within  the  room 

7 

7 

2 

Sanitarv  conveniences  communicating  directlv 

i 

i 

i 

Ceilings,  walls,  floors,  windows,  doors,  etc.,  in  disrepair 

27 

20 

18 

Ceilings,  walls,  floors,  windows,  doors,  etc.,  requiring  cleansing 

18 

18 

10 

Preparation  or  cooking  rooms  structurally  defective 

32 

32 

15 

Suitable  and  sufficient  washing  facilities  not  provided 

16 

16 

14 

No  suitable  cloakroom  accommodation  provided 

4 

4 

3 

Other  offences  ...  . 

33 

30 

28 

TOTAL 

190 

169 

139 

In  addition  to  the  issue  of  notices  74  letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  of  bake- 
houses requesting  works  to  be  carried  out  in  order  to  put  the  premises  into  com- 
pliance with  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Contamination  of  Food)  Regulations 
(Northern  Ireland),  1948. 

Prosecutions  for  Offences  in  Bakehouses 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against : — 

(a)  4 occupiers  for  failing  to  take  all  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent 

contamination  of  food. 

(b)  1 occupier  for  failing  to  provide  adequate  washing  facilities. 

(c)  4 employees  for  failing  to  keep  themselves  clean  in  person  and  clothing. 


Insanitary  Bakehouses 

4 bakehouses  were  found  to  be  in  such  a state  structurally  as  to  be  unfit  for 
use  or  occupation  for  the  preparation  of  food,  and  on  representation  from  the 
department  voluntarily  ceased  using  the  premises. 


Bread  Delivery  Vans 

A percentage  inspection  of  vehicles  in  which  bread  is  conveyed  was  carried 
out  with  regard  to  cleanliness;  warning  letters  were  sent  to  offenders  resulting  in 
a marked  improvement.  There  is  a marked  improvement  in  the  design  of  new 
vehicles  from  a hygienic  point  of  view. 


Report  on  Office  Accommodation  inspected  during  the  Year 


Number  of  Office  buildings  inspected  84 

Number  of  suites  of  offices  inspected  160 


Conditions  discovered  on  Inspection 

Defects 

Reported 

Remedied 

Offices  dirty 

8 

8 

Passages  and  stairways  dirtv 

22 

20 

Offices  overcrowded 

14 

3 

Offices  inadequately  lighted ; ventilated,  or  heated 

12 

4 

Offices  with  unsuitable  or  no  washing  facilities 

10 

6 

Offices  with  unsuitable  or  no  proper  drinking  water  supply 

4 

2 

Offices  not  kept  free  from  noxious  effluvia 

11 

7 

Offices  in  a damp  and  defective  state 

42 

34 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

Insufficient 

4 

2 

Separate  not  provided  for  the  sexes  

8 

6 

Ventilation  or  lighting  inadequate 

11 

8 

hloors,  walls,  basins,  seats,  cisterns,  etc.,  defective  or  dirtv 

43 

36 

Screening,  doors,  fasteners,  etc.,  defective  or  not  provided 

5 

4 

Absence  of  intervening  ventilated  space 

8 

1 

Separate  means  of  approach  not  provided 

2 

— 

Urinals  defective  or  unsatisfactory  

i 

1 

TOTAL 

205 

142 
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The  action  taken  above  resulted  from  complaints  made  to  the  Department. 
A special  survey  of  office  accommodation  has  been  planned  but  it  has  so  far  been 
impossible  to  carry  it  out.  The  health  conditions  and  welfare  of  office  workers 
are  not  clearly  defined  in  present  legislation;  the  provisions  governing  employ- 
ment in  factories  and  shops  under  the  Factory  and  Shops  Acts  do  not  apply  to 
offices. 


Medicines,  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  (N.I.),  1945 


Number  of  persons  on  register  28 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  35 


The  Sanitary  Officers  are  concerned  with  the  investigation  of  applications 
for  licences,  inspection  of  records,  labelling  and  storage  requirements,  and  sales  b}^ 
persons  not  holding  a licence.  It  was  found  necessary  to  caution  five  retailers  for 
infringements;  on  subsequent  visits  to  the  premises  concerned  it  was  found  that 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being  observed. 


Rag  Flock  Act,  1911 


Number  of  premises  on  Register  where  rag  flock  is  used  57 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  73 

Number  of  samples  submitted  to  Public  Analyst  20 

Number  of  samples  certified  as  not  being  in  accordance 

with  the  Rag  Flock  Regulations,  1912  2 

Number  of  cautionary  letters  sent  to  offenders  1 

Number  of  prosecutions  instituted  1 


The  Rag  Flock  Act,  1911  and  the  Rag  Flock  (Ireland)  Regulations,  1912,  are 
out  of  date  and  inadequate  to  deal  with  present  conditions  in  the  upholstery 
trade.  Manufacturers  have  turned  to  more  plentiful  and  less  expensive  fillings 
such  as  coco  fibre,  rag  cuttings,  straw,  chaff,  etc.,  for  the  stuffing  of  children’s 
toys  and  soft  furniture,  for  which  no  standard  of  cleanliness  is  provided  under 
existing  legislation.  Feathers,  horse  hair  and  cow  hair  are  being  extensively  used 
for  Filing  mattresses,  pillows  etc;  these  materials  are  not  covered  by  the  Rag 
Flock  Act.  In  Great  Britain  the  failure  of  the  above  Act  was  recognised  and  the 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951  has  been  passed.  Similar  legis- 
lation is  required  in  Northern  Ireland. 


Shops  Act  (Northern  Ireland),  1946 

Report  on  the  administration  of  Section  22  in  connection  with  the 
provisions  of  the  health  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  in  shops 


Part  1. 

Number  of  shops  on  the  Register  3,021 

Number  of  complete  surveys  made  during  the  year  346 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  2,357 

Number  of  contraventions  of  the  Act  discovered  161 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  for  defects  73 

Number  of  exemption  Certificates  issued  with  respect 

to  alternative  sanitary  accommodation  7 

Number  of  exemption  Certificates  issued  with  respect 

to  alternative  washing  facilities 3 
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PART  2. — Defects  Found 


Section 

Conditions  discovered  on  Inspections 

Def 

ects 

Reported 

Remedied 

22  1(a) 

Suitable  and  sufficient  ventilation  not  provided 

6 

4 

Suitable  and  sufficient  ventilation  not  maintained 

3 

3 

22  1(b) 

Efficient  means  for  securing  a reasonable  temperature  not  made  

10 

7 

Suitable  temperature  not  maintained  

5 

5 

22  (3) 

Suitable  and  sufficient  means  of  lighting  not  provided  or  maintained 

2 

2 

22  (4) 

Insufficient  and  unsuitable  washing  facilities 

64 

41 

22  (5) 

Unsuitable  facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals 

3 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

22(2) 

Insufficient 

9 

8 

Separate  not  provided  for  the  sexes 

3 

1 

Ventilation  inadequate 

4 

3 

Lighting  inadequate 

3 

3 

Floors,  walls,  basins,  seats,  cisterns,  etc.,  defective  or  dirty 

25 

20 

Screenings,  doors,  fasteners,  etc.,  defective  or  not  provided 

15 

14 

Absence  of  an  intervening  ventilated  space 

7 

1 

Separate  means  of  approach 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

161 

1 16 

Report  on  Inspection  of  Shops  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


Number  of  Public  Health  nuisances  discovered  369 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  183 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  on  receipt  of  notice  154 


The  inspection  of  shops  was  curtailed  by  reason  of  shortage  of  Sanitary 
Officers.  The  initial  survey  of  shops  and  the  keeping  of  a register  as  prescribed 
under  the  Act  has  not  yet  been  completed. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 


Number  of  Samples  taken 
for  Analysis 

Number  of  Samples 
Adulterated 

Percentage  of  Samples 
Adulterated 

Year 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

1947 

962 

38 

1,000 

40 

1 

41 

4-16 

2 • 6 

4-1 

1948 

956 

59 

1,015 

40 

2 

42 

4-18- 

3-38 

413 

1949 

972 

57 

1,029 

34 

— 

34 

3-49 

— 

3 • 30 

1950 

1,012 

15 

1,027 

21 

— 

21 

2 • 07 

— 

2-04 

1951 

1,026 

19 

1 ,045 

14 

— 

14 

1-36 

— 

1-34 

Samples  Analysed  during  the  Year 


ARTICLE 

Number 

Examined 

ARTICLE 

Number 

Examined 

Almonds,  ground  .... 

2 

Macaroni 

I 

Apples,  canned  (inf.) 

i 

Macaroni,  paste  (inf.)  ..  . 

1 

Apple -sweetner  (inf.) 

i 

Magnesia,  carbonate  of  

1 

Arrowroot 

2 

Margarine  ...  . 

12 

Baking  Soda 

27 

Marmalade 

2 

Barley 

12 

Marshmallow'  (2  inf.) 

3 

Beans,  canned  (inf.) 

1 

Mayonnaise 

2 

Beef,  minced 

16 

Mincemeat 

5 

Blackcurrant  Juice 

1 

Mineral  Waters 

26 

Boracic  Powder 

2 

Mustard 

18 

Brandy  

i 

Nutmeg,  ground 

1 

Brown  Concentrate  Colour  (inf.) 

i 

Oil,  Cod  Liver 

2 

Butter 

15 

Oil,  Olive 

8 

Buttermilk 

10 

Ointment,  boracic 

1 

Cheese 

9 

Ointment,  zinc  . . . 

3 

Cheese,  spread 

1 

Orange  ]uice 

2 

Chemical  Food 

6 

Ovaltine 

i 

Cherries,  glace 

2 

Paraffin,  liquid 

7 

Chocolate,  drinking 

6 

Pears,  (inf.) 

i 

Chocolate,  spread 

1 

Peas,  (inf.) 

21 

Cinnamon,  ground 

10 

Peel,  cut 

1 

Cocoa 

13 

Pepper 

5 

Coconut,  dessicated 

1 1 

Pepper  compound 

4 

Coffee,  ground 

4 

Pickles 

1 

Coffee  & Chicory  Essence  

13 

Powder,  baking 

14 

Condensed  Milk 

3 

Powder,  boracic  starch 

1 

Condiment,  non-brewed 

16 

Powder,  curry  

3 

Confectionery 

3 

Powder,  custard 

20 

Cordial 

14 

Powder,  Lemonade 

1 

Cornflour 

28 

Powder,  Licorice 

1 

Cream 

2 

Pow'der,  seidlitz 

3 

Cream,  synthetic  (2  inf.) 

3 

Powder,  soft  drink 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar 

13 

Powder  soupreme  (inf.)  

1 

Faro  la 

19 

Rennet,  essence  of 

1 

Fat,  cooking 

2 

Rice 

13 

Fat  extender  compound  (inf.) 

i 

Rum  

3 

Fish  Dressing 

i 

Sago 

2 

Flavouring,  almond  (inf.) 

i 

Salad  Cream 

5 

Flour 

9 

Salts,  epsom 

i 

Fruit,  dried 

22 

Sauce  ( 1 inf.) 

16 

Fruit,  Pectin  Liquid 

1 

Sausages 

48 

Gin 

1 

Sausage  meat  . ...  . .. 

9 

Ginger,  ground 

10 

Semolina 

10 

Gingerbread  mix  

1 

Silkichoc  (inf.)  

1 

Glycerine 

3 

Soup,  canned  (1  inf.) 

3 

Grapefruit  in  Syrup  (inf.) 

1 

Soup  Mixture  .. , . ... 

1 

Hydrogen  peroxide 

2 

Spice,  mixed  ground 

12 

Ice  Cream  (1  inf.) 

38 

Sponge  Mixture 

3 

Ice  Cream,  flavour  (inf.) 

i 

Suet,  shredded  . 

7 

Jam 

28 

Sweetmilk 

202 

Jelly,  crystals 

23 

Tablets,  aspirin 

9 

Jelly,  petroleum  .. . . .. 

1 

Tablets,  saccharin 

1 

Jelly,  piping 

1 

Tapioca  

5 

Jelly,  table 

45 

Tea 

23 

Lard  

4 

Tomato  juice 

1 

Lentils 

1 

Treacle  

1 

Licorice  Stick 

1 

Vinegar,  malt  ..  . 

15 

Liver  Salts 
Lucozade 

1 

1 

Whiskey ..  . 

10 
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Legal  Proceedings  in  respect  of  Adulterated  Foods 


NATURE  OF  SAMPLE 

Total 
No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Adulter- 

ations 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Convic- 

tions 

Fines 

Baking  Powder 

14 

1 

1 

1 

/O  10  o 

Beef,  minced 

16 

1 

1 

1 

P.O.A. 

Boracic  Ointment 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Cream 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

38 

4 

3 

3 

/2  10  0 

Orange  juice 

2 

2 

2 

2 

7.3  0 0 

Sausages 

48 

1 

i 

i 

J 2 0 0 

Sausage  meat 

9 

2 

2 

2 

?3  0 0 

Whiskey 

10 

i 

i 

i 

P.O.A. 

Cases  of  adulteration  in  which  no  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  but  owners 
cautioned : — Boracic  Ointment,  1;  Cream,  1;  Ice-Cream,  1. 


Milk  Control 

While  Sanitary  Officers  are  empowered  to  inspect  cowsheds,  dairies  and 
milkshops  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  (Northern  Ireland), 
1935,  the  occupiers  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  required  to  make  such  reasonable 
arrangements  in  regard  to  the  lighting,  ventilation,  air  space,  cleanliness,  etc., 
as  may  be  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 


Number  of  Producers  of  Milk  11 

Number  of  Wholesale  Dealers  35 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  ....  1,015 

Average  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  258 

Number  of  inspections  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 

and  Milkshops  Order  1,214 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Sale  of 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  202 


Particulars  of  Sweetmilk  Samples  taken  during  five  years  1947  1951 


Year 

Number  of 
Samples  taken 

Number  of 
Samples  Adulterated 

Percentage  of 
Samples  Adulterated 

1947 

352 

7 

1-9 

1948 

353 

15 

4-24 

1949 

294 

1 1 

3-74 

1950 

307 

4 

1-3 

1951 

202 

Particulars  of  Bacteriological  Examination 


Number  of 
Samples 

RESULT 

OF  TEST 

TEST 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Examined 

Number 

Percentage 

Number 

Percentage 

Plate  Count  

A 

10 

9 

90-0 

1 

10-0 

B 

3 

3 

100 

— 

— 

.. 

B.  Pasteurised 

239 

237 

99-  16 

2 

■84 

Coliform 

A 

10 

9 

90  0 

i 

10-0 

- 

B 

3 

1 

33-33 

2 

66  ■ 66 

■ ■ 

B.  Pasteurised 

239 

236 

98-32 

3 

1 -68 

Phosphatase 

B.  Pasteurised 

239 

238 

99  ■ 58 

1 

■42 

Biological 

A 

81 

80 

96  • 38 

3 

3-61 

B 

51 

47 

94 

3 

6 

>> 

B.  Pasteurised 

1 

1 

100 

One  sample  of  Grade  B milk  was  certified  by  the  Bacteriologist  as  giving  a 
positive  reaction  to  test  for  acid-fast  bacilli.  The  milk  was  being  supplied  to  house- 
holders and  hospitals  within  the  City  for  human  consumption.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  notified  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  who,  after  investigation, 
diverted  the  milk  from  the  affected  herd  for  heat  treatment.  Subsequent  samples 
of  milk  taken  from  the  same  purveyor  for  biological  and  phosphatase  tests  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  Cautionary  letters  were  sent  to  milk  purveyors  in  cases 
of  the  remainder  of  unsatisfactory  results  shown  in  the  above  table. 


42 


Registration  of  Margarine  Factories  and  Wholesale  Dealers 

(a)  Margarine  Factories  on  Register 

(b)  Wholesale  dealers  in  Margarine  on  Register  78 


Public  Health  Acts 

Unsound  foodstuffs  inspected  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  under  the 
above  Acts  and  destroyed  or  disposed  of  otherwise  than  for  the  food  of  man, 
under  supervision. 


Articles 

Tins,  Jars 
or  Packets 

Articles 

Tins,  Jars 
or  Packets 

Apple  Sauce  

23 

Mincemeat 

41 

Asparagus 

6 

Milk  Pudding 

404 

Baby  Food 

639 

Miscellaneous 

30 

Baking  Powder 

8 

Mushrooms 

1 

Bariev  Crystals 

2 

Mustard 

17 

Beans 

8,052 

Oxo  Cubes 

4,405 

Beetroot 

907 

Paste 

865 

Beverages 

20 

Peas 

5,089 

Cake  or  Bun  Mixture 

160 

Pickles 

558 

Cereals 

25 

Piping  Cream 

10 

Cheese 

15,024 

Potatoes 

22 

Chicken 

10 

Prunes 

2 

Cocktail  Gherkins 

72 

Red  Cabbage 

468 

Coconuts 

1,275 

Sausages 

15 

Coconut  Flour 

1 

Salt 

3 

Corn 

6 

Sandwich  Spread 

357 

Crystallized  Ginger 

192 

Sauce 

276 

Dates 

112 

Shredded  Coconut 

21 

Fish 

1,982 

Smoked  Fillet 

144 

Fruit 

1 1 ,025 

Soup  and  Broth 

1 ,504 

Fruit  juice 

874 

Spaghetti 

245 

Grapes 

3 

Spinach 

179 

Ham 

102 

Syrup 

7 

Hash 

42 

Tea 

192 

Honey 

1 

Tomatoes 

249 

Horlicks 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

134 

Jam 

968 

Tomato  Puree 

7 

Jellies 

1,189 

Treacle  and  Syrup 

2 

Macaroni 

22 

Vinegar 

9 

Macedoines 

21 

Vegetables 

4,358 

Marmalade 

441 

Vita-cup 

11 

Meat 

3,761 

Walnuts 

2 

Mayonnaise  

828 

Whipping  Compound 

178 

Malt  and  Cod  Liver  Oil 

1 

Synthetic  Cream 

1,107  galls. 

Milk 

2,052 
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Articles 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Almond  Paste  

— 

5 

2 



Baking  Powder 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bisto 

— 

— 

— 

H 

Biscuits 

— 

3 

3 

Black  and  White  Pudding 

— 

— - 

1 

15 

Cake  Decoration 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cheese 

— 

2 

3 

10f 

Cherries  (Glace) 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Coconut 

— - 

— - 

— 

21* 

Confectionery  

— 

— 

3 

174 

Cooked  Ham 

8 

11 

— 

3* 

Date  Paste 

— ■ 

6 

2 

Fat  Extender  Compound 

1 

10 

— 

3 

Fish 

— 

— - 

— 

26 

Fruit  (Dried) 

— 

4 

2 

93 

Fruit  (Fresh) 

— 

14 

3 

101 

Jellied  Veal 

— 

1 

1 

13f 

Margarine 

— 

— . 

1 

24 

Marshmallow 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Milk  Powder 

— 

— 

1 

14 

Oatcake 

— 

3 

1 

5 

Peanut  or  Lemon 

— 

— 

2 

If 

Piping  Jelly 

1 

16 

1 

17 

Pulp  

— 

4 

3 

— 

Rabbits 



— - 

1 

14 

Rice  

— ■ 

— 

— 

6 

Sago  

— 

— ■ 

3 

26 

Salt 

— 

— 

3 

14 

Sausages 

— 

— ■ 

2 

25 

Savoury  I Kicks 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Semolina 

— - 

1 

— 

5 

Soreen  Cream  jelly 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Soup  and  Gravy  Base 



2 

— 

7 

Soya  Flour 

— 

1 

1 1 

Tinned  Fruit 



15 

3 

IH 

finned  Jam 

1 

3 

— 

finned  Meat 

1 

5 

1 

23 

Tomatoes 

18 

1 

10 

Tomato  Puree  

2 

4 

Yeast  

1 

5 

1 

— 

During  the  year  682  certificates  were  issued  for  the  seizure  of  unsound  food- 
stuffs. Heavy  demands  were  made  upon  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  to  examine 
large  quantities  of  cooked  ham  and  other  meats  imported  from  abroad,  in  addition 
to  the  turnover  of  canned  goods  held  in  stock.  The  number  of  tins  of  cooked  ham 
condemned  amounted  to  approximately  1,500  (over  8|  tons).  Representation  was 
made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  regarding  the  very  high  percentage  of  seizures  which 
ranged  from  single  tins  in  retail  shops  to  30  tins  in  wholesale  stores.  The  Ministry 
of  Food  has  already  taken  action  and  the  percentage  of  unsound  hams  is  now 
verv  small. 


44 


Sale  of  Ice  Cream  Acts  (Northern  Ireland),  1937  and  1950 


Manufacture 

Sale 

Manufacture 

and  Sale 

only 

Total 

Total  number  of  premises  on 

register  at  31/12/1950 
Total  number  of  deletions  during 

7 

199 

466 

672 

1951  

1 

49 

37 

87 

Total  number  registered  during 

1951 

Total  number  on  register 

3 

116 

119 

at  31/12/1951 

6 

153 

545 

704 

Number  of  inspections  of  Registered  Premises 
Number  of  Summonses  issued  for  breaches  of  the  Acts, 

1 ,543 

By-Laws,  Regulations  and  Orders 
Number  of  samples  submitted  for 

bacteriological 

6 

examination  

397 

Number  of  samples  submitted 

for  chemical  analysis 

38 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order,  1951 

The  above  Order,  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food  prescribing  minimum  standards 
of  composition  for  ice-cream,  came  into  force  on  1st  March,  1951.  The  standard 
is  as  follows: — Ice-cream  shall  contain  not  less  than  5 per  cent  fat,  10  per  cent 
sugar  and  1\  per  cent  milk  solids  other  than  fat.  The  table  below  sets  out  the 
application  of  these  standards  to  the  38  samples  which  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis. 


Number  of 
Samples 

In  Compliance  witn 
rrescribed  Standards 

Not  in 

Compliance  with  Prescribed  Standards 

Number 

Percentage 

Fat 

Total 

Solids 

Number 

Percentage 

Number 

Percentage 

38 

34 

89  ■ 47 

4 

1 0 • 53 

1 

2-63 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  the  samples  which  did  not  comply  with  the  pre- 
scribed standard  is  set  out  in  the  table  “Legal  Proceedings  in  respect  of  Adulter- 
ated Floods.  ” 


Particulars  of  Bacteriological  Examinations 


Plate  Count  (397  samples) 


Organisms  per  Millilitre 

Number  of  I Percentage  of 

Samples  j total  Samples 

200,000  or  under  

352  88 • 66 

Over  200,000  and  under  500,000 

13  3-27 

Over  500,000  and  under  1 ,000,000 

11  i 2-77 

Over  1,000,000 

21  1 5-29 

I 

Coliform  Test  (397  samples) 


Caliform  Organisms 

Number  ol 
Samples 

Percentage  of 
total  Samples 

Absent  in  1 millilitre 

321 

80-86 

Present  in  1 millilitre 

13 

3-27 

Present  in  1/10  millilitre 

17 

4-28 

Present  in  1/100  millilitre 

13 

3-27 

Present  in  1/1,000  millilitre 

33 

8-31 

During  the  year  69  cautionary  letters  were  sent  to  vendors  whose  ice-cream 
did  not  comply  with  the  bacteriological  standard  as  prescribed  by  Regulation 
S.R.  & O.  No.  71  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  Northern  Ireland  under 
Section  10  of  the  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  Act  (Northern  Ireland),  1937. 
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The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  inspections  made  during  the 
year  of  food  shops,  stores,  etc.,  by  food  and  drugs  inspectors: — 


Number 

Description  of  Shops,  etc.  of  Visits 

Butchers  Shops  1,223 

Cold  Stores  4 

Confectionery  1 ,608 

Fish  Shops  209 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  3,296 

Fruiterers  1,526 

Food  Manufacturers  6 

Grocers  Shops  3,531 

Hawkers  Carts  477 

Ice-Cream  Shops  1,543 

Markets  71 

Meat  Factories  55 

Milk  Shops  1,214 

Mineral  Water  Factories 8 

Pork  Stores  7 

Provision  Shops  1 ,578 

Public  Houses  15 

Restaurants  887 

Wholesale  Stores  486 


The  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Contamination  of  Food)  Regulations 

(Northern  Ireland),  1948 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  defects  discovered  in  food  premises 
(other  than  Butchers,  Ice-Cream  and  Fish  and  Chip  premises  which  are  reported 
elsewhere) : - 


Breaches  of  Regulations 

DEFECTS 

Reported 

Remedied 

In  Progress 

No  proper  preparation  room 

6 

2 

— 

Ceilings,  walls,  doors,  windows,  floors,  etc.,  in  disrepair 

70 

26 

17 

Ceilings,  walls,  doors,  windows,  requiring  cleansing  and  re-decoration 

28 

17 

8 

Sink,  hot  and  cold  water  not  provided  or  insufficient 

94 

35 

29 

Sanitary  accommodation  not  provided  or  insufficient 

36 

13 

9 

Light  and  ventilation  not  provided  or  insufficient 

29 

13 

5 

Drain  inlets  within  the  food  room 

23 

9 

5 

Cooking  ranges  not  provided  with  means  for  removal  of  fumes  or 
inaccessible  for  cleansing 

18 

(S 

2 

Failure  to  prevent  risk  of  contamination  of  food 

30 

17 

5 

TOTAL 

334 

138 

80 

Restaurants,  Canteens,  Snack  Bars,  etc. 

Particular  attention  was  given  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  to  the 
conditions  under  which  food  is  prepared  or  stored  in  these  establishments  and  to 
the  arrangements  for  cleansing  utensils  and  equipment.  In  some  cases  the  facilities 
for  washing  up  have  been  modernised  by  the  installation  of  dual  sinks.  In  other 
kitchens  the  hot  water  supply  for  washing  up  was  improved  by  the  installation 
of  modern  water  heaters.  In  some  of  the  larger  premises  dish  washing  machines 
have  been  installed. 
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Registration  of  Butchers’  Shops,  Belfast  Corporation  Act 
(Northern  Ireland),  1930,  Section  43 


Total  number  of  premises  as  at  31st  December,  1950  379 

Total  number  of  registrations  during  1951  9 

Total  number  of  deletions  during  1951  5 

Total  number  of  premises  on  register  at  31st  December, 

1951  383 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  premises  1,223 


Breaches  of  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Contamination  of  Food) 
Regulations  (Northern  Ireland),  1948 


Conditions  discovered  on  Inspection  of  Butchers'  Shops 

DEFECTS 

Reported 

Remedied 

In  Progress 

No  proper  preparation  room 

10 

2 

2 

Walls,  ceilings,  floors,  doors,  etc.,  in  disrepair 

30 

8 

9 

Walls,  ceilings,  doors,  windows,  etc.,  requiring  cleansing  and  re-decor- 
ation 

9 

4 

2 

Light  and  ventilation  not  provided  or  insufficient 

12 

9 

2 

Sink,  hot  and  cold  water  not  provided  or  insufficient 

19 

7 

4 

Sanitary  accommodation  not  in  compliance  or  not  provided 

7 

2 

1 

Drain  inlets  within  the  food  room 

3 

i 

- [ 

Failure  to  prevent  risk  of  contamination  of  food 

5 

2 

2 

Complete  re-construction  of  premises 

3 

i 

2 

TOTAL 

98 

29 

24 

Registration  of  Premises  used  for  the  Business  of  a Vendor  of  Fried  Fish 

or  Fried  Potatoes 

Belfast  Corporation  (General  Powers)  Act  (Northern  Ireland),  1948, 

Section  25 


Total  number  of  premises  registered  as  at  31/12/1951  140 

Premises  not  in  compliance  and  refused  registration 

during  1951  8 

Number  of  summonses  issued  for  using  unregistered 

premises  during  1951  2 

Total  number  of  inspections  during  1951  3,296 


Breaches  of  By-Laws  discovered  on  Premises  used  for  the  business 
of  Fried  Fish  or  Fried  Potatoes 

I ) ELECTS 

Reported 

Remedied 

In  progress 

No  preparation  room  and/or  no  potato  store 

58 

28 

17 

Ceilings,  walls,  floors,  doors,  etc.,  in  disrepair 

57 

29 

16 

Ceilings,  walls,  doors,  windows,  etc.,  requiring  cleansing  and  re-decor- 
ation 

35 

19 

10 

Sink,  hot  and  cold  water  not  provided  or  insufficient 

33 

19 

7 

Sanitary  accommodation  not  provided  or  insufficient 

15 

8 

4 

Lighting  or  ventilation  not  provided  or  insufficient 

50 

26 

14 

Drain  inlets  within  the  food  room 

6 

3 

2 

Unsuitable  cooking  ranges  and  no  provision  to  collect  gases  and 
vapours 

29 

17 

7 

No  provision  to  prevent  solid  matter  entering  the  drains 

27 

15 

6 

Fixtures  and  fittings  in  a state  of  disrepair 

15 

10 

2 

Failure  to  prevent  risk  of  contamination  of  food 

24 

14 

7 

TOTAL 

349 

188 

92 
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Rodent  Control 


The  work  of  controlling  rodent  infestation  has  continued  throughout  the 
year.  The  importance  of  securing  adequate  rodent  control  requires  no  emphasis, 
for  it  is  recognised  that  the  presence  of  a high  rat  and  mouse  population  within 
the  City  is  a potential  danger  to  the  health  and  wellbeing  of  the  public.  The 
financial  and  material  loss  occasioned  by  rodents  in  the  destruction  and  damage 
of  essential  foods,  to  other  valuable  goods,  to  buildings  and  to  installations  are 
also  important  factors  to  be  considered. 

With  rat  infestation  it  is  necessary  to  locate  the  harbourage  if  at  all  possible. 
This  necessitates  thorough  inspection,  particularly  of  the  drainage  system,  of 
adjacent  premises  and  the  area  in  which  infestation  occurs.  Unsealed  or  broken 
gully  traps  may  be  the  cause  of  infestation,  and  once  rats  find  ingress  to  buildings 
from  sewers  and  drains,  the  extent  of  infestation  rapidly  increases.  Their  prolific 
breeding  habits  soon  limit  the  capacity  of  a place  to  supply  their  needs  for  harbour- 
age, food  and  water.  When  these  fail,  infestation  spreads  to  other  premises.  The 
Rats  amd  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  imposes  a duty  on  occupiers  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary  and  reasonably  practicable  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  on  or  in  any  lands,  or  buildings,  or  for  preventing 
such  lands  or  buildings  from  becoming  infested  with  rats  or  mice,  The  Infestation 
Order,  1943  (S.R.  & O.  1943,  No.  680)  was  revoked  on  6th  December. 


Number  of  surveys  made  on  lands  and  premises  3,216 

Number  of  revisits  and  reinspections  2,994 


TOTAL  6,210 

Number  of  lands,  premises,  etc.,  found  infested  324 

1.  Rat  infestation  196 

(a)  Food  premises  51 

(b)  Non-Food  premises  145 

2.  Mouse  infestation  128 

(a)  Food  premises  29 

(b)  Non-Food  premises  99 

Number  of  poison  campaigns  carried  out  by  Rodent  Control  Officer  on  request 
of  occupiers  who  undertook  to  pay  costs: — 

Primary  campaigns  81  Secondary  campaigns  64=145 

Campaigns  carried  out  in  schools  and  school  kitchens  at  the  request  of 
Director  of  Education : — 

Primary  campaigns  8 Secondary  campaigns  5=13 

Number  of  premises  wherein  the  occupier  undertook  to  eliminate  rats  or 
mice  on  verbal  notice  under  the  Act: 

1.  Action  carried  out  by  rat  destruction  firms: — 

(a)  For  rats  18  (b)  For  mice  8=26 

2.  Action  carried  out  by  occupiers: 

(a)  For  rats  133  (b)  For  mice  117=250 

Number  of  premises  where  rat  proofing  or  other  works 

were  carried  out  to  prevent  infestation  58 

Number  of  drainage  systems  tested  by  Rodent  Control 

Officer  21 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  the  Rats  and  Mice 

(Destruction)  Act,  1919  19 

Total  number  of  Summonses  issued  under  the  Rats 

and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  4 

Action  taken  by  District  Sanitary  Officers  re  Rat  Complaints 

Number  of  premises  where  drains  were  tested  290 

Number  of  premises  where  drains  were  defective  on 

test  124 
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Rat  Destruction  Campaigns  in  City  sewerage  system  in  co-operation 
with  the  City  Surveyor’s  Department 


Number  of  baits  (pre  and  post)  laid  in  manholes  1 1,854 

Number  of  baits  taken  6,075 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  in  manholes  2,579 

Number  of  poison  baits  taken  2,360 


Since  the  inception  of  “sewerage  treatment’’  there  has  been  a gradual  ex- 
pansion of  the  system,  and  during  the  year  the  number  of  campaigns  was  con- 
siderably increased.  The  following  table  shows  the  expansion  of  this  work  during 
the  past  six  years : — 


Year 

Number  of 
Areas 

Total  Number 
of  Manholes 

Number  of 
Campaigns 

1946 

1 

55 

2 

1947 

5 

335 

16 

1948 

1 1 

779 

46 

1949 

16 

1.221 

46 

1950 

16 

1,221 

47 

1951 

24 

1 ,763 

80 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  get  a reliable  formula  for  determining  the  number 
of  rats  killed.  The  reasons  are:  (1)  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 

poison  bait  which  has  been  consumed.  (2)  it  has  been  found  that  sometimes  the 
rat  has  taken  more  of  the  poison  bait  than  was  estimated.  (3)  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  the  remains  of  the  poison  bait  in  manholes. 


Mosquito  Control 

From  April  to  the  end  of  September  labourers  were  employed  for  Mosquito 
Control  under  the  supervision  of  the  Rodent  and  Insect  Pests  Control  Officer. 
Preliminary  surveys  were  carried  out  to  all  potential  breeding  grounds,  and  samples 
of  larvae  collected  for  identification  purposes.  Control  work  consisted  of  oiling 
areas  where  actual  breeding  was  found,  except  in  the  inaccessible  parts  of  the 
Bog  Meadows.  Drainage  work,  involving  the  freeing  of  stagnant  pools  to  reduce 
the  area  of  possible  breeding  places,  was  also  carried  out.  The  principal  types  of 
mosquitoes  identified  were  Aedes  Detritus,  Culex  Pipiens,  Theobaldia  Annulata 
and  Anopheles  Claviger.  A marked  reduction  of  breeding  generally,  and  especially 
in  the  man-biting  species,  was  noted  at  the  end  of  the  season. 


Miles  covered  by  Motor- Van  955 

Waste  transformer  oil  used  (gallons)  8,040 

Number  of  surveys  of  breeding  places  264 


INSECTS  OTHER  THAN  MOSQUITOES 

The  use  of  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  for  the  eradication  of  insect  pests  was 
continued  during  the  year.  These  insecticides  proved  to  be  satisfactory  for  dealing 
with  bugs,  fleas,  cockroaches  and  other  insects,  when  applied  by  spraying,  in  the 
form  of  an  emulsion,  or  by  distributing  through  a mechanical  blower  as  a powder. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  for  ascertaining  infest- 


ation   59 

Number  of  re-visits  to  premises  10 

Number  of  premises  found  infested  22 

(a)  Fleas  13 

(b)  Cockroaches  5 

(c)  Other  Insects  4 
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Analysis  of  Legal  Proceedings 


Proceedings 

Offence 

Summonses 

j Orders 

Fines 

Public  Health  Acts 

Abatement  of  nuisances 

1.222 

89 

£24 

15 

0 

Bv-Laws  under  Section  23 

59 

— 

1 

2 

0 

Disobedience  of  Magistrates  Orders 

5 

— 

9 

18 

4 

Belfast  Corporation  Act  1930 

Failed  to  supplv  bin 

2 

— 

1923 

Failing  to  notify  Local  Authority 
of  alterations  to  drains 

1 

— 

1 

0 

0 

Belfast  Corporation  (General 

Powers)  Act,  1943 

Selling  fish  and  chips  in  unregis- 
tered premises 

9 



2 

0 

0 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 

Adulterations 

9 

— 

2« 

0 

0 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts 

Imported  raw  tomatoes  not  bear- 
ing an  indication  of  origin 

10 

— 

5 

10 

0 

False  trade  description  . 

1 

— 

0 

10 

0 

Imported  fresh  apples  not  bearing 
an  indication  of  origin 

8 

— 

3 

15 

0 

By-Laws  for  Conveyance  of  Meat 

Not  properly  covered 

3 

— 

27 

0 

0 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc., 
in  Food)  Regulations,  1927 

Excess  preservatives  in  food 

4 

— 

3 

0 

0 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Con- 
tamination of  Food)  Regulations, 
(N.I.),  1948 

Stored  or  prepared  food  in  a room 
used  as  a sleeping  place 

8 

3 

5 

0 

Failed  to  take  all  reasonable  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  contamin- 
ation of  food 

14 

35 

10 

0 

„ 

Prepared  and  stored  food  in  a 

room  in  direct  communication 

with  a sanitary  convenience 
' 

3 

3 

10 

0 

” 

Failed  to  take  all  reasonable  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  contamin- 
ation bv  animals 

4 

1 

15 

0 

Failed  to  observe  due  cleanliness 
of  premises 

9 

12 

0 

0 

Failed  to  provide  and  maintain 
adequate  washing  facilities 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Food  Standards  (General  Provis- 
ions) Order,  1944,  etc. 

Selling  food  below  prescribed 
standards 

4 

— 

3 

0 

0 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  Acts  (N.I.), 
1937  and  1950 

Selling  ice-cream  in  unregistered 
premises 

3 

— 

3 

10 

0 

Hats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act, 
1919 

Failing  to  take  steps  to  destroy 
rats 

4 

— 

18 

0 

0 

Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act  1875 
and  Public  Health  Acts  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1890 

Selling  food  unfit  for  the  food  of 
man  which  was  subsequently 
seized  and  destroyed  bv  order  of 
Resident  Magistrate 

0 

2fi 

0 

0 

From  the  above  detailed  account  of  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Branch 
of  the  Department,  it  is  obvious  that  the  Sanitary  Officers  had  to  undertake  a 
greatly  increased  amount  of  work,  necessitating  the  working  of  overtime.  It  is 
quite  apparent  that  the  present  staff  is  not  adequate  to  meet  the  demand,  and  it 
is  unfortunate  that  we  are  unable  to  recruit  additional  Sanitary  Officers.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  difficulties  in  recruitment,  training  and  qualification  of  Sanitary 
Officers  will  be  overcome  in  the  near  future. 

Four  pupil  Sanitary  Officers  completed  their  practical  training  during  1951. 
Ten  entered  for  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  London.  Seven  were  successful  and  obtained  their  Certificates.  The 
number  of  pupils  in  the  Department  on  the  31st  December  1951,  was  six. 
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JOSEPH  WALKER,  M.S.I.A. 


RAINFALL  IN  INCHES  FOR  THE  YEAR 


1950 

January  2-27 

February  4-27 

March  1 • 83 

April  5-35 

May  1-76 

June  2-52 

July  6-08 

August  6-07 

September  7 • 97 

October  3 • 24 

November  3-11 

December  3 ■ 53 


48-00 


Data  kindly  supplied  by  the  Belfast  City  and  District 
Readings  taken  at  Oldpark  Station.  Gauge  at  200  feet 


1951 

3-60 

3-52 

3-  16 
2-08 
2-94 

2- 32 

4- 99 

5- 61 

3-  10 
1-36 
8-11 
5-75 

46-54 

Water  Commissioners 
O.D. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  VETERINARIAN  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 


Report  of  the  work  at  the  Belfast  Municipal  Abattoir  in  connection  with 
the  Ante-Mortem  and  Post-Mortem  examinations  of  animals  slaughtered  for 
human  food. 


TABLE  1 


Showing  by  months  the  number  and  description  of  animals  slaughtered  during 

the  year 


19S1 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bulls 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Goats 

Pigs 

January 

1,404 

508 

23 

2,419 

1,409 

1,240 

1,351 

1,097 

February 

947 

296 

8 

1,737 

1,517 

370 

1,631 

1,287 

March 

738 

317 

11 

1,582 

2,339 

137 

1,761 

734 

April 

814 

244 

10 

1,471 

1,331 

177 

558 

522 

Mav 

285 

170 

16 

1,176 

580 

3,570 

200 

761 

June 

537 

174 

10 

883 

482 

1 1.518 

83 

841 

July 

993 

226 

6 

1,414 

571 

1 1,309 

65 

842 

August 

1,424 

605 

2 

1,825 

1,796 

13,066 

40 

680 

September 

2,454 

517 

9 

2,073 

2,345 

12,020 

32 

703 

October 

4,312 

522 

6 

2,514 

2,910 

12,778 

29 

651 

November 

4,507 

459 

2 

1,873 

3,249 

12,642 

86 

866 

December 

2,579 

465 

2 

2,040 

1,475 

9,997 

192 

1,021 

TOTALS 

20,994 

4,503 

105 

21,007 

20,004 

88,824 

6,028 

10,005 

Compared  with  the  year  1950,  Cattle  show  a decrease  of  2,839;  Sheep  and 
Lambs  a decrease  of  26,209;  Pigs  a decrease  of  4,688  and  goats  an  increase  of 
5,148. 


TABLE  2 


Showing  the  number  of  carcases  condemned  from  all  causes  during  the  year  1951 
as  being  unsound  and  unlit  for  human  food,  as  compared  with  the  year  1950. 


SPECIES 

1950 

1951 

Cows 

1,030 

518 

Heifers 

65 

55 

Bulls 

9 

i 

Bullocks 

48 

60 

Calves 

1,272 

998 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

289 

149 

Goats 

7 

144 

Figs 

245 

236 

TOTALS 

2,965 

2,161 

The  percentage  of  carcases  condemned  from  all  causes  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
during  the  year  1951  was  1 -25  per  cent. 
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TABLE  3 


Showing  the  different  diseased  conditions  which  involved  seizure  and  total 
destruction  of  carcases  in  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  1951 


CATTLE 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bulls 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Arthritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

i 

C'vsticercus  Bovis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Decomposed 

— 

— 

4 

1 

5 

Dropsical  and  Emaciated 

96 

2 

- 

8 

372 

58 

138 

32 

706 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Fevered 

22 

9 

1 

9 

337 

38 

3 

63 

482 

Fibrosis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gangrene 

3 

2 

1 

j — 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Injured 

35 

7 

- 

5 

2 

9 

— 

3 

61 

Immature 

— 

- 

— 

— 

218 

- 

— 

218 

Jaundice 

1 

CAL  if 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

8 

joint  111 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

;i:-A  | 

45 

Melanosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Neoplasms 

5 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Osteomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

1’ericarditis 

5 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Pleurisy  or  Peritonitis 

4 

l 

— 

i 

— 

3 

1 

15 

25 

Pyaemia 

3 

l 

. — 

2 

— 

3 

— 

25 

34 

Red  Water 

7 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Septicaemia 

23 

3 

— 

7 

— 

18 

1 

26 

78 

Septic  Mastitis 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

,,  Metritis 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

,,  Nephritis 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

„ Pneumonia 

5 

2 

— 

1 

3 

13 

— 

17 

41 

Tuberculosis 

294 

24 

— 

21 

25 

— 

— 

44 

408 

Fraemia 

1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTALS  

518 

55 

1 

60 

1,008 

149 

144 

236 

2,171 

In  addition  to  the  above  summary,  there  were  18  tons,  11  cwt.,  1 qr.,  2 lbs., 
Tuberculosis;  41  tons,  4cwt.,  Oqrs.,  21bs.,  of  Injured  Beef;  19cwt.,  3qrs.,  26 lbs., 
of  Mutton,  and  3 tons,  9 cwt.,  0 qrs.,  9 lbs.  of  Pork  seized  as  being  unsound  and 
unfit  for  human  food. 
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TABLE  4 


Showing  comparison  between  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  as  causes  of  con- 
demnation of  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the 

year  1951. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


CATTLE 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Other 

Cattle 

Calves 

Total  Seizure 

294 

45 

25 

— 

44 

408 

Partial  Seizure 

819 

281 

— 

— 

1,100 

Total  and  Partial 

1.113 

326 

25 

— 

44 

1 ,508 

OTHER  DISEASED  CONDITIONS 


CATTLE 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Other 

Cattle 

Calves 

Total  Seizure 

224 

71 

983 

149 

144 

192 

1,763 

Partial  Seizure 

2,273 

1,068 

12 

163 

15 

334 

3,865 

Total  and  Partial 

2,497 

1,139 

995 

312 

159 

526 

5,628 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  tuberculosis  in  cattle  is  a most 
fruitful  source  of  total  seizure,  accounting  for  about  53  per  cent  of  the  seizures, 
as  compared  with  other  diseased  conditions. 


TABLE  5 

Showing  the  percentage  by  age  periods  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  condemned 
at  the  Public  Abattoir  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


BY  AGE 


SPECIES 

From  one 
month 
to  one 
year 

Per 

Cent 

One 

to 

three 

years 

Per 

Cent 

From 
three 
to  six 
years 

Per 

Cent 

Over 

six 

years 

Per 

Cent 

C ows 



— 

— 

4 

1 35 

290 

98-63 

Heifers 

— 

8 

33  • 33 

16 

BB  • BB 

— 

— 

Bulls 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bullocks 

— 

— 

21 

100 

— 

— 

Calves 

25 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs 

44 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

TABLE  6 

Showing  the  percentage  by  condition  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  condemned 
at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


BY  CONDITION 


SPECIES 

Good 

Fair 

Indifferent 

Poor 

Number 

Per  Cent 

Number 

Per  Cent 

Number 

Per  Cent 

Number 

Per  Cent 

Cows 

1 

•34 

106 

36  • 05 

152 

51  -70 

35 

11-90 

Heifers 

1 

4-16 

17 

70-83 

4 

1 6 • BB 

2 

8-33 

Bulls 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

Bullocks 

1 

4-76 

19 

90  • 47 

1 

4-76 

— 

— 

Calves 

— 

— 

— 

25 

100 

— 

— 

Pigs 

' 

— 

44 

100 

— 

— 
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TABLE  7 


Showing  the  number  of  Diseased  Organs  seized  and  destroyed  during  the  year 
1951  as  being  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  food,  (the  figures  for  the  preceding- 

year  are  given  for  comparison). 


1950 

1951 

Increase 

Decrease 

Beef: 

, Heads 

1 ,050 

999 

51 

Tongues 

1 ,049 

1,019 

30 

Hearts 

733 

686 

47 

Lungs 

5,876 

6,362 

486 

Livers 

24,507 

22,435 

'• 

2,072 

Stomachs 

1 ,226 

1.294 

68 

— 

Udders  . . 

6,013 

6,092 

79 

Mesenteries  and  Intestines 

1 ,172 

1,288 

116 

— 

Omentum 

1 .172 

1 ,288 

116 

Diaphragm 

12 

21 

9 

— 

Kidneys 

53 

35 

— 

18 

Mutton : 

Hearts 

16 

24 

8 

-I 

Lungs 

996 

1,237 

241 

— 

j Liver  ..... 

9,915 

9,988 

73 

— 

Kidneys 

14 

12 

2 

Pork : 

Heads 

457 

281 

176 

Tongues 

457 

281 

176 

Hearts 

276 

382 

106 

— 

Lungs 

417 

367 

V,—  i 

50 

Liver  

560 

386 

— 

174 

Kidneys 

84 

43 

— 

41 

Goat: 

Liver 

115 

106 

— 

9 

The  above  does  not  include  the  viscera  of  animals  totally  destroyed. 


TABLE  8 

Showing  percentage  incidence  of  generalised  Tuberculosis  in  animals  slaughtered 
at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  1951.  The  percentage  for  the  previous 

year  is  given  for  comparison. 


1950 

1951 

Cows 

2-46 

1 -40 

Other  Cattle 

•23 

• 17 

Cattle  (all  classes) 

1 27 

•72 

Calves 

■ 14 

■ 12 

Mgs 

•34 

•43 

DO 


TABLE  9 


Table  showing  the  amount  of  Beef,  Mutton,  Pork,  etc.,  presented  by  the  prevent- 
ion officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  others  for  examination  at  the  Abattoir. 


BEEF  40  Sides,  58  Quarters  and  146  Cuts  were  examined;  of  these 

60  cwt.,  1 qr.,  6 lb.  were  seized  and  destroyed. 

MUTTON  6 Carcases  and  1 1 Cuts  were  examined;  seized  and  des- 

troyed: 1 Carcase  and  57  lbs. 

PORK  7,033  Carcases  examined;  seized  and  destroyed  378 

Carcases  and  128  cwt.,  1 qr. 

VEAL  Carcases  examined  1;  seized  and  destroyed  1. 

FOWL  Examined  634;  seized  and  destroyed  634. 

TINNED  MEATS  Examined  985;  seized  and  destroyed  942 

FISH  AND  FOWL 

MARKETS  Seized  or  surrendered;  3 tons,  1 cwt.,  3 qrs.,  of  Herrings, 

Kippers,  etc. 


CYSTICERCUS  BO  VIS 

During  the  year  cysticercus  bovis  infections  were  shown  to  be  present  to  the 
extent  of  -27  per  cent  of  all  bovines  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  incidence  of  infestation  is  probably  a good  deal 
higher  as  one  is  limited  to  the  number  of  incisions  made  in  routine  inspections. 

The  distribution  of  the  parasite  has  been  found  to  be  as  follows:— 

1 per  cent  generalisation. 

86  per  cent  external  masseter  muscles. 

13  per  cent  heart  and  masseter  muscles. 

This  parasite  is  of  great  importance  from  a meat  inspection  aspect  as  it  is 
communicable  to  man  if  the  meat  is  eaten  in  raw  or  improperly  cooked  state, 
giving  rise  to  the  tape  worm  “Taenia  Saginata.’’ 


SERVICES  RENDERED  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

During  the  year  a general  supervision  of  the  health  of  the  animals  of  the 
several  Committees  of  the  Corporation  was  exercised.  Fortunately  most  of  the 
work  during  the  year  was  in  the  nature  of  preventive  medicine. 


ABATTOIR 


There  are  no  private  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  City,  so  that  all  animals  to  be 
slaughtered  in  Belfast  for  human  consumption  must  be  brought  to  the  Public 
Abattoir. 

The  Abattoir  is  situated  in  Stewart  Street,  adjacent  to  the  Cattle  Market 
and  Cattle  Yards. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  (Northern  Ireland),  1932,  makes  it  compulsory 
for  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  to  be  stunned  by  means  of  a mechanic- 
ally-operated instrument  and  rendered  insensible  to  pain  until  death  supervenes. 

The  Abattoir  is  designed  so  that  the  slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  is 
carried  out  in  three  different  departments.  The  lairages  for  the  different  animals 
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are  quite  convenient  to  the  killing  booths,  yet  the  animals  cannot  see  their  fellows 
being  slaughtered.  The  cooling  halls  are  situated  quite  close  to  the  slaughter  halls 
and  all  carcases  can  be  easily  conveyed  there  by  means  of  an  overhead  rail  system. 

The  cattle  slaughter  halls  are  a combination  of  the  open  halls  and  booth 
system. 

The  sheep  unit  consists  of  two  extensive  slaughter  halls  with  lairages  and 
cooling  halls  attached. 

An  extensive  cold  storage  plant  is  attached  to  the  Abattoir,  and  during  the 
summer  months  this  is  utilised  to  a great  extent  by  the  trade. 

According  to  the  By-Laws,  all  persons  employed  in  the  slaughtering  and 
dressing  of  animals  must  be  licensed  and  during  the  year  68  such  licences  were 
issued. 

All  the  larger  animals  at  the  Abattoir  are  stunned  by  means  of  a Cash  Captive 
Bolt  Gun  prior  to  bleeding,  and  in  the  case  of  smaller  animals  an  electrical  appar- 
atus known  as  an  Electrolethaler  is  used. 

To  my  staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  manner  in  which  they  carried  out 
their  duties  at  all  times,  I say,  thanks. 

ALEX.  McLEAN,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.H. 
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REPORT  OF  SENIOR  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
HEALTH  DIVISION,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  as  occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year 
was  10,713,  and  in  addition  19  were  either  discovered  by  Health  Visitors  or  noti- 
fied by  the  Registrars  of  Births,  making  a total  of  10,732.  Of  these  5,538  were 
males,  5,142  were  females,  5 sex  unknown  and  322  were  stillbirths. 

These  were  classified  according  to  the  nature  of  attendance  at  confinement 


as  follows:  — 

In  Hospitals  5,985 

In  Private  Nursing  Homes  643 

In  other  Institutions  100 

At  Home  3,764 

At  Home  (Hosp.  Dist.  Cases)  240 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

During  the  year  385  children  died  under  the  age  of  12  months  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  44,  which  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  city.  The  rate  for  the 
previous  year  was  49,  and  the  previous  lowest  rate  (45)  was  that  for  the  year  1948. 

Prematurity,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  and  pneumonia  accounted  for  51-7  per 
cent  of  the  infant  mortality.  There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  pneumonia,  the  rate  for  which  was  5-9  per  1,000  registered  births 
as  against  9-9  for  the  previous  year. 

Table  A shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  conditions  and  the  death 
rate  per  1 ,000  registered  births  during  the  past  ten  years. 

Table  B shows  the  infant  mortality  grouped  according  to  cause  and  sex. 

Table  C shows  the  infant  mortality  by  age  groups. 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  occurring  during  the  first  month  of  life  numbered  211,  giving  a neo- 
natal rate  for  the  year  of  24.  The  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  25. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  women  who  died  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  the  puer- 
peral state  during  the  year  was  3,  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  0-3  per  1,000 
live  births,  a very  satisfactory  figure,  and  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  City.  The 
previous  lowest,  that  for  the  year  1950,  was  0-68.  It  is  again  noteworthy  that 
none  of  the  deaths  was  due  to  infection;  a marked  contrast  to  the  statistics  of 
fifteen  years  or  so  ago  when  deaths  from  infection  constituted  the  largest  group 
of  maternal  mortality. 

Table  D shows  the  maternal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  analysed  accord- 
ing to  the  cause  of  death. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


38  Health  Visitors  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  still  a number  below 
our  requirements.  There  continues  to  be  difficulty  in  obtaining  a sufficient  number 
of  suitable  applicants  for  this  work.  The  visitation  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  continued  to  be  the  main  object  of  their  work,  and  special  attention  was 
given  to  certain  categories  of  defective  children  who  were  likely  to  come  under 
Section  30  of  the  Education  Act  (Northern  Ireland)  1947  as  requiring  special 
educational  treatment. 

The  Health  Visiting  staff  also  co-operated  in  surveys  carried  out  by  the 
Departments  of  Social  Medicine  and  Child  Health  of  Queen’s  University.  A con- 
siderable amount  of  after-care  work  was  done  in  connection  with  the  discharge  of 
young  children  from  hospital,  specially  post  gastro-enteritis  cases  where  special 
care  was  required  as  regards  the  feeding.  During  the  year  a health  visitor  was 
allocated  two  mornings  per  week  for  liaison  duties  with  the  Royal  Belfast  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children,  an  arrangement  which  has  been  found  most  beneficial  in  the 
follow-up  of  cases  and  in  exchange  of  information. 

Visits  paid  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

1.  To  expectant  mothers:  First  visits,  743;  Revisits,  976;  Total,  1,719. 

2.  To  children  under  one  year  of  age:  First  visits,  8,733;  Revisits,  53,103; 

Total,  61,836. 

3.  To  children  between  1 and  5 years:  Total,  37,521. 

Liaison  was  maintained  with  the  Welfare  Authority  to  ensure  that  regis- 
tered foster-mothers  received  adequate  health  visitation  as  to  the  infants  in  their 
care. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

Excellent  work  continued  at  the  clinics,  and  a good  liaison  was  maintained 
with  the  maternity  hospitals  to  which  most  of  the  patients  were  admitted  for  their 
confinement.  The  special  series  of  mothercraft  talks  given  by  the  Assistant 
Nursing  Officers  continued  to  be  much  appreciated  by  young  expectant  mothers 
and  are  now  an  important  feature  of  our  ante-natal  instruction,  and  one  for  which 
there  is  a growing  demand.  Instruction  in  gas  and  air  analgesia  was  also  given, 
and  routine  blood  testing  continued  during  the  year. 


Clinics  and  Attendances 

1st  Visit  Re-Visits 


Spier’s  Place,  Shankill  Road  (Monday)  148  666 

Grovefield  School,  Mount  Street  (Monday)  172  805 

Mersey  Street  Church  Hall  154  681 

Mountcollyer  Street  179  887 

Spier's  Place,  Shankill  Road  (Wednesday)  188  783 

Oldpark  Lffiionist  Hall,  Avoca  Street  191  788 

St.  Paul’s  Hall,  Hawthorne  Street  246  1,035 

Forester’s  Hall,  Divis  Street  . 61  376 


Grovefield  School,  Mount  Street  (Wednesday) 


1,339  6,021 
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CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRES 


The  number  of  sessions  provided  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  29.  During  the 
year  it  was  found  necessary  to  hold  an  additional  session  at  Grovefield  School, 
and  a new  centre  was  inaugurated  at  Malone  in  order  to  provide  facilities  for  the 
Taughmonagh  Housing  Estate.  This  centre  should  be  a great  asset  to  mothers 
of  young  children  in  the  area.  The  centre  held  for  many  years  at  Forester's  Hall, 
Divis  Street,  was  transferred  to  St.  Joseph’s  Hall,  Bread  Street.  This  is  a new 
hall  and  very  suitable  for  our  work,  both  as  regards  accommodation  and  site. 

The  members  of  the  Voluntary  Workers’  Association  continued  to  give  ex- 
cellent assistance  at  the  centres  and  organised  various  social  functions,  and  we 
would  again  like  to  record  our  appreciation  of  their  continued  interest  and  help 
in  this  aspect  of  our  work. 


Centres  and  Attendances 


Under 

Over 

1 year 

1 year 

York  Street 

(Monday) 

2,289 

570 

Ariel  Street 

, , 

1 ,782 

382 

Bloomfield 

, 

3,117 

831 

Donegall  Road 

) ) 

2,352 

386 

Glenard 

(Tuesday) 

j > 

2,840 

789 

Havelock  Place 

3,379 

1,204 

Mersey  Street 

) > 

3,873 

765 

Donegall  Road 

> > 

4,587 

1,326 

Falls  Road 

) ) 

3,983 

1,718 

Ariel  Street 

> > 

3,313 

1,211 

Avoca  Street 

(Wednesday) 

1,119 

577 

Bread  Street 

> ) 

2,580 

1,037 

Ligoniel 

y ) 

1 ,576 

357 

Seaview 

j ) 

2,358 

1,111 

Woodstock 

) ) 

1 ,053 

602 

Avoca  Street 

(Thursday) 

3,846 

727 

Kimberley  Street 

, , 

3,785 

1,317 

Greencastle 

. . 

1 ,876 

1,061 

Mountcollver 

y > 

2,016 

881 

Spier’s  Place 

, , 

2,710 

932 

Susan  Street 

> ) 

4 222 

1,979 

Woodstock 

t ) 

2,932 

904 

Malone 

(Friday) 

47 

20 

Ariel  Street 

) ) 

2,617 

373 

Bread  Street 

, 

3,366 

1,251 

Joan  mount 

, , 

1,205 

444 

Spier’s  Place 

) ) 

2,686 

857 

Sydenham 

, , 

5,362 

1,298 

Woodstock 

>> 

2,932 

1,284 

TOTAL  ATTEN DANCES 

79,803 

26,194 

HOME  HELP  SCHEME 

The  greater  part  of  our  Home  Help  work  continues  to  be  devoted  to  maternity 
cases,  and  the  main  scheme  is  still  confined  to  these  mothers  and  to  mothers  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  A small  subsidiary  panel  of  Home  Helps  however 
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deals  with  tuberculosis  cases  by  arrangement  with  the  Northern  Ireland  Tubercul- 
osis Authority.  Provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  three  senior  home  helps 
during  the  year  for  special  duties,  and  they  have  assisted  greatly  in  the  working 
of  the  Scheme,  not  only  in  initiating  new  home  helps  into  their  duties  but  also  in 
assisting  in  the  day-to-day  administration.  Each  Health  Visitor,  however,  con- 
tinues to  have  responsibility  for  the  supervision  of  the  home  helps  working  in  her 
area. 

(a)  No.  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of  year: 

I.  Whole-time,  139.  II.  Part-time,  22. 

(b)  No.  of  cases  attended  during  the  year: 

I.  Maternity,  739.  II.  Others,  308.  Total,  1,047. 


MOTHER  AND  BABY  HOMES 
(Ante  and  Post-Natal  Hostels) 


NUMBE 

R OF  BEDS 

Average 
length  of 
stay 

Name  and  address  of 
Home  or  Hostel 

Ante- 

Natal 

Post 

Natal 

Labour 

Isola- 

tion 

Maternity 
(excluding 
labour  and 
isolation) 

Cots 

Ante- 

Natal 

Post 

Natal 

(a)  Hopedene  

3 

11 

— 

1 

— 

11 

4-6 

weeks 

4-6 

months 

(b)  'L'horndale  

7 

31 

2 

2 

17 

31 

4-5 

weeks 

18-20 

weeks 

The  total  number  of  city  cases  admitted  during  the  year  to  these  hostels 
was  32. 


These  hostels  are  in  receipt  of  a grant  from  the  Health  Committee. 


RESIDENTIAL  NURSERIES 


Name  and  address  of 
Nursery 

Whether  long  stay 
or  short  stay 

Number  of  Beds  provided  at  the 
end  of  year 

Aged 
0-9  mths. 

10  mth.— 
2 years 

Aged 

2-5 

Girls 
over  5 

Boys 
over  5 

Glendhu  Hostel 
Holvwood  Road 

(A  voluntary  Hostel  in  re- 
ceipt of  a grant  from  the 
Health  Committee). 

Short  stay 

2 

7 

15 

10 

3 

134  children  resident  in  Belfast  were  admitted  to  the  Hostel  during  the  year. 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


(1) 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

(2) 

Pemphigus 

Neonatorum 

(3) 

Puerperal 

Fever 

9) 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Dom. 

Confine- 

ments 

Instit. 

Confine- 

ments 

Dom. 

Confine- 

ments 

Instit. 

Confine- 

ments 

Dom. 

Confine- 

ments 

Instit. 

Confine- 

ments 

Dom. 

Confine- 

ments 

Instit. 

Confine- 

ments 

Number  of  cases  NOTIFIED  during 
year 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

35 

Number  of  cases  visited  by  Officers 
of  the  Local  Authority 

2 

2 

— ■ 

— 

2 

2 

5 

32 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hos- 
pitals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  all  of  the  above  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  the  vision  appeared 
to  be  unimpaired  at  the  end  of  treatment. 
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MID  WIVES 


Domiciliary 

Midwives 

Xo.  in  Inst, 
other  than 
Hospitals 

Midwives 
in  Hospitals 

Midwives 
in  Nursing 
Homes 

Total 

Total  number  of  Midwives  practising 
at  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  area  of 
the  Local  Supervising  Authority 

78 

5 

124 

16 

223 

Employed  by  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  (Part  Time) 

69 

— 

— 

— 



Solelv  in  private  practice 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Medical  Aid  was  summoned  during  the  year  under 
Section  22  of  the  Midwives  (Ireland)  Act,  1918,  by  a midwife:— 


(i)  For  domiciliary  cases  28 

(ii)  For  cases  in  Institutions  other  than  Hospitals  12 

(iii)  Total  40 


Six  midwives  were  suspended  for  short  periods  during  the  year  in  order  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

A number  of  refresher  lectures  were  given  to  midwives  employed  in  domiciliary 
practice,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  a number  of  midwives  to  undergo 
instruction  in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia. 


REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES 


Number  of  Homes 

Number  of  beds  provided  for: — 

Maternity 

Dual 

Purposes 

Total 

Homes  first  registered  during  the 
vear 

Homes  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year 

1 

22 

114 

66 

180 

Action  during  1951 

Number  of  applications  for  registration  refused 
Number  of  exemptions  granted 
Number  of  exemptions  withdrawn 

Number  of  registrations  cancelled 5 

Number  of  appeals  by  aggrieved  persons  to  a Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction 

Number  of  cases  in  which  fines  were  imposed 

Number  of  inspections  310 

Number  of  registered  homes  not  inspected  

The  inspections  during  the  year  were  made  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  the  Assistant  Superintendent  Nursing 
Officers. 

In  conclusion  I would  again  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  enthusiasm  and  co-operation ; the  excellent  results  attained 
during  the  year  testify  to  their  efforts. 

H.  A.  WARNOCK,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H. 
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Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  from  Prematurity,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  Pneumonia,  Broncho-Pne 

and  Bronchitis. 
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TABLE  B 


Infant  Mortality  by  Causes  and  Sex. 


Under  1 ft 

4-> 

fl 

o 

1-1 

I Months 

Tota 

1 

under 

Tear 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 
per 
1 ,000 
live 
births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

No. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

live 

births 

Tuberculosis  of  Respira- 
tory System  . . 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms 

— 

— 

— 



1 

3 

4 

4 

0-45 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Scarlet  Fever  and  Strep- 

tocoecal  sore  throat 

— 

— 

— 









Typhoid 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0-22 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

3 

0-34 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

' 

— 







Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

3 

0-34 

Other  Infectious  and  Pa- 

rasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 



5 

2 

7 

7 

0-79 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Nonmeningococcal 

Meningitis 

1 

3 

4 

0-45 

— 

— 

_ 

4 

0-45 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

1 

Oil 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

20 

47 

47 

5-34 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 



5 



5 

5 

0-56 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

and  Hernia 

1 

— 

1 

Oil 







1 

0-  1 1 

Gastritis,  Duodenitis, 
Enteritis  and  Colitis, 
except  Diarrhoea  of 

the  new  born 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

23 

45 

45 

512 

Cirrhosis  of  I.iver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

1 

Oil 

Congenital  Malformations 

13 

17 

30 

3-41 

9 

9 

18 

48 

5 • 46 

Birth  Injury,  Postnatal 
Asphyxia  and  Atelec- 
tasis 

(a)  with  prematurity 

19 

15 

34 

3-87 

2 

— 

2 

36 

4 09 

(b)  without  prematur- 

ity  

28 

15 

43 

4-89 

1 

1 

2 

45 

5 • 12 

Infections  of  New-born 

(a)  with  prematurity 

1 

— 

1 

Oil 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0-11 

(b)  without  prematur- 

ity  

11 

6 

17 

1 -93 

— 

— 

— 

17 

1-93 

Other  Diseases  peculiar 
to  Early  Infancy  

(a)  with  prematurity 

30 

35 

65 

7-39 

— 

— 

— 

65 

7-39 

(b)  without  prematur- 

itv  

4 

5 

9 

1 02 

2 

— 

2 

1 1 

1-25 

Ill-defined  and  Unknown 

Causes 

1 

2 

3 

0-34 

4 

2 

6 

9 

1 -02 

All  other  Causes 

2 

12 

14 

1-59 

1 

5 

6 

20 

2-27 

Benign  and  unspec.  neo- 

plasms 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

3 

4 

0 ■ 45 

3 

3 

6 

10 

1 • 13 

TABLE  C 

Infant  Mortality  (By  Age  Groups) 


Sex 

Under 
1 day 

1 day  and 
less  than 
7 days 

1-4 

weeks 

1-2 

months 

2-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total 

Deaths  of 
Illegitimate 
children 

Males  

51 

43 

18 

21 

13 

32 

36 

214 

8 

F'emales 

38 

52 

9 

10 

15 

24 

23 

171 

8 

Total 

89 

95 

27 

31 

28 

56 

59 

385 

16 

64 


TABLE  D 


Showing  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  analysed  according 

to  the  cause  of  death. 


Cause  of  Death 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Abortion  without  mention  of  Sepsis  or 
Toxaemia 

1 

on 

Delivery  complicated  by  Disproportion  or 
Malposition  of  Foetus 

1 

0-11 

Delivery  with  Other  Complications  of  Child- 
birth   

1 

0-11 

TABLE  E 


Showing  the  Deaths  of  Children  under  one  year  old  per  1,000  births  each  year 

from  1932-1951. 


YEAR 

Deaths 
per  1,000 
Births 

YEAR 

Deaths 
per  1,000 
Births 

1932  

111 

1942  

92 

1933  

102 

1943  

111 

1934  

80 

1944  

89 

1935  

112 

1945  

84 

1936  

101 

1946  

61 

1937  

94 

1947  

60 

1938  

96 

1948  

45 

1939  

85 

1949  

56 

1940  

122 

1950  

49 

1941  

91 

1951  

44 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  number  of  cases  attended  continued  to  increase  and  during  the  year 
3,945  patients  were  under  the  care  of  the  nurses  who  paid  119,898  visits.  The 
staff  consisted  of  the  Superintendent,  two  Assistant  Superintendents,  25  Queen’s 
Nurses  and  8 Students.  During  the  year  14  Candidates  completed  their  district 
training. 

Miss  Irven,  the  Examiner  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing,  visited 
the  home  and  examined  students  for  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing 
Certificate.  Her  last  report  to  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  stated 
that  the  work  of  the  Home  was  excellent. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 
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Smithfield  Auxiliary  (From  1st  October)  24  5 40  1 18  4 822 

St.  Anne's  156  81  4 24  40  7.052 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  SCHOOL  HEALTH 

DIVISION,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 


The  object  of  this  Report  is  to  give  a fair  account  of  the  working  of  the 
scheme  for  the  health  and  well-being  of  schoolchildren  during  the  year  under 
review.  The  record  should  include  any  adverse  factors  as  well  as  advances  towards 
the  objective  of  a complete  and  comprehensive  service. 

It  can  be  said  that,  on  the  whole,  we  had  a satisfactory  year.  The  necessity 
to  vacate  Cherry ville  Clinic  temporarily,  pending  alterations  and  additions  to  the 
premises,  imposed  some  difficulty  in  providing  for  certain  groups  of  children  in 
need  of  special  treatment,  as  well  as  upsetting  the  normal  working  arrangements 
for  East  Belfast.  Temporary  accommodation  was  provided  for  most  of  the  medical 
work  of  the  Clinic  in  the  former  dispensary  premises  in  Templemore  Avenue. 
Pupils  requiring  dental  treatment  were  dealt  with  at  Academy  Street,  which  was 
partly  relieved  of  the  additional  burden  by  the  diversion  of  some  of  its  pupils  to 
other  dental  Clinics  at  Ariel  Street  and  Mountcollyer  Street.  The  reopening  of 
Cherry  ville  Clinic  early  in  1952  will  relieve  overcrowding  to  some  extent  and  give 
an  improved  service  to  the  Ballymacarret  district. 

Without  adequate  Clinic  accommodation  and  facilities,  it  is  impossible  to 
carry  out  efficiently  the  work  involved  in  the  great  and  increasing  numbers  of 
cases  referred  to  the  School  Health  Service  for  investigation.  In  this  connection, 
we  are  frequently  asked  by  Magistrates  and  Welfare  and  Probation  Officers  for 
reports  on  child  delinquents  and  school  absentees,  those  whose  educational  progress 
and  social  circumstances  require  investigation  and  close  supervision.  More  and 
more  attention  is  necessary  in  the  ascertainment  of  “handicapped”  pupils,  in 
order  to  determine  what  special  educational  treatment  is  necessary  to  give  these 
pupils  the  maximum  chance  of  becoming  useful  citizens.  Behaviour  problems 
will,  as  time  goes  on,  require  closer  attention  by  the  medical  staff  as  part  of  the 
mental  health  service  for  schoolchildren.  It  may  be  necessary  to  consider,  in  the 
near  future,  setting  up  a Child  Guidance  Unit  working  in  close  co-operation  with 
Education  Psychologists  and  the  Hospitals  Authority.  Only  thus  does  it  seem 
possible  to  deal  adequately  with  this  problem. 

The  substantial  gains  in  average  height  and  weight  of  the  children  attending 
the  Open  Air  School  at  Graymount  illustrates  the  good  which  is  achieved  by 
special  attention  to  provision  of  meals  and  improved  environment.  Although  the 
existing  buildings  at  Graymount  are  far  from  ideal,  praise  is  due  to  those  whose 
efforts  have  produced  such  excellent  results  in  adverse  conditions.  Unfortunately, 
the  number  of  places  available  at  this  school  is  limited,  and  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, fully  avrare  of  the  necessity  for  special  schools  of  this  type  in  other  areas 
of  the  City,  are  keeping  the  problem  to  the  forefront  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  clamant  demand  for  “normal”  school  accommodation. 

The  work  of  medical  and  dental  inspection  in  those  voluntary  grammar 
schools  who  elected  to  operate  their  own  schemes,  has  not  been  entirely  satis- 
factory. The  system  of  recording  of  findings  and  follow  up  of  cases  is  not  as  thorough 
as  that  possible  in  the  Health  Authority’s  Scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  these  diffi- 
culties will  be  overcome,  as  otherwise  it  may  be  necessary  to  use  the  Health 
Authority’s  power  to  withhold  approval  of  these  independent  schemes.  It  is 
surprising  to  learn,  from  the  reports  of  medical  inspections  at  this  type  of  school, 
that  there  is  a very  low  incidence  of  speech  defect.  Whilst  it  might  be  expected 
to  be  somewhat  lower  than  the  average,  the  experience  of  the  School  Health 
Services  medical  inspection  seems  to  indicate  that  speech  defects  are  fairly  evenly 
distributed  throughout  the  school  population. 

Important  advances  have  been  made  in  recent  years  in  the  treatment  of 
speech  defects.  We  should  like  very  much  to  extend  the  facilities  for  this  type  of 
treatment  for  the  large  number  of  children  wTho  require  it  in  Belfast.  Unfortunately, 
the  shortage  of  qualified  speech  therapists  has  so  far  prevented  this  extension. 
It  would  be  quite  easy  to  employ  four  or  five  speech  therapists  on  this  wrork,  but 
for  the  greater  part  of  1951  w'e  had  only  one.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  the  near  future, 
a larger  number  of  suitably  qualified  persons  will  be  available  for  this  wmrk,  which 
is  a very  important  service  in  the  improvement  of  a child’s  chances  to  obtain 
maximum  benefit  from  the  educational  services  of  to-day. 
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During  the  year,  shortage  of  medical  and  dental  staff  was  a continued  handi- 
cap to  the  performance  of  the  good  work  which  can  be  done  by  the  School  Health 
Service.  Despite  this  continuing  shortage,  the  existing  staff  have  achieved  much 
by  their  loyalty  and  devotion  to  duty  and  have  even  achieved  more,  in  some 
aspects,  than  in  previous  years.  The  general  dental  service,  offering  as  it  did  a 
much  higher  level  of  remuneration,  prevented  our  reaching  the  number  of  dental 
officers  which  were  in  the  service  in  1948.  The  dental  care  of  schoolchildren  in 
Belfast  did  not  suffer  so  much  in  this  respect  as  in  other  areas  of  the  United 
Kingdom;  had  it  not  been  for  the  lovaltv  of  those  officers  who  remained  in  our 
service,  the  highly  efficient  service  which  had  been  built  up  until  i948  would  have 
very  gravely  deteriorated  and  the  propagation  of  dental  hygiene  would  have  been 
rapidly  reduced  to  nil,  with  the  prospect  of  a long  and  weary  effort  to  restore  the 
former  standards. 

We  look  forward  to  the  provision,  in  the  near  future,  of  increased  and  much 
improved  clinic  accommodation.  Given  this  and  with  increased  professional 
staff,  the  School  Health  Service  will  be  of  much  greater  benefit  in  the  improvement 
of  the  health  and  well-being  of  schoolchildren  which  is  very  important  in  enabling 
t he  maximum  benefit  to  be  obtained  from  improved  educational  services.  In 
conclusion,  thanks  must  be  expressed  to  all  those  officers  of  the  Education  and 
Health  Authorities,  whose  co-operation  and  work  have  enabled  the  School  Health 
Service  to  function  as  efficiently  as  it  has  done. 

T.  F.  S.  FULTON,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


Medical  Inspection  has  been  carried  out  during  1951  in  two  ways;  either 
within  the  scheme  of  the  Health  Authority,  which  has  provided  for  the  visitation 
periodically  of  all  county  and  voluntary  schools,  and  for  those  grammar  schools 
electing  to  use  our  Services,  or  alternatively,  by  the  medical  officers  attached  to 
the  individual  schools  whose  Governors  decided  to  carry  out  the  work  independ- 
ently. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  with  the  experience  gained  during  many  years 
the  Local  Authority's  system  would  become  practically  automatic  in  operation, 
and  co-operation  and  understanding  by  the  teachers  an  essential  part  of  the  set 
up.  Bv  contrast  the  work  done  in  the  independent  schools  has  not  been  as  regular 
and  has  had  to  be  checked  carefully  to  see  that  the  records  were  so  prepared  as  to 
permit  their  being  summarised.  This  has  led  to  a considerable  amount  of  delay 
and  indeed  has  tended  to  give  the  impression  that  the  inspection  could  be  carried 
out  anyhow  and  at  any  time,  without  relationship  to  the  ages  of  the  children 
inspected  and  the  calendar  year  during  which  particular  groups  should  be  seen. 

Parental  response  to  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  inspections  continues 
to  be  very  good  and  very  helpful,  in  that  it  reduces  the  number  of  home  visits 
that  have  to  be  paid  following  on  the  discovery  of  defects.  The  attendance  for 
grammar  school  inspections  was  upwards  of  10  per  cent  while  for  those  carried 
out  in  the  ordinary  schools  it  rose  to  46-8  per  cent,  which  is  another  4 per  cent 
above  that  of  the  previous  year. 

There  were  a few  refusals  of  permission  to  inspect  children  but  these  were  all 
overcome  by  explanation  to  the  parent  of  his  duty  under  the  Act.  Absentees  were 
not  excessive  at  1,237  seeing  that  there  is  a normal  school  absentee  rate  of  12  15 

per  cent,  dependent  on  the  type  and  location  of  the  school.  In  some  schools  on 
the  days  of  medical  inspection,  the  attendance  is  higher  than  the  monthly  average 
for  the  period. 

The  numbers  examined  in  the  various  groups  and  the  types  of  school  involved 
are  shown  in  the  sub-joined  table. 


TABLE  I 


ROUTINES 

Specials 

Ke-exam- 

ination 

Totals 

Ages 

Sex 

3-6 

8-9 

1 1-12 

Other 

Ages 

1 4 1 

16f 

Primary 

and 

Boys 

3,107 

3,206 

2,270 

202 

1 

— 

561 

6,498 

15,845 

inter. 

Girls 

2,881 

3,160 

2,345 

210 

— 

— 

375 

6,442 

15,413 

Prep. 

and 

Boys 

77 

89 

214 

293 

750 

304 

— 

659 

2,380 

Grammar 

Girls 

110 

67 

227 

232 

289 

181 

— 

599 

1 ,705 

Private 

Boys 

34 

12 

107 

6 

209 

50 

— 

— 

418 

Secondary 

Girls 

87 

70 

273 

90 

227 

158 

— 

— 

905 

6,296 

6,604 

5,436 

1,033 

1,476 

693 

936 

14,198 

36,672 

VACCINATION 

The  accompanying  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  number  of  children  who 
have  never  been  properly  protected  by  vaccination  against  smallpox.  It  shows 
that  in  the  youngest  age  groups  the  grammar  scholar  is  less  of  a problem  than 
those  attending  primary  and  intermediate  schools.  As  the  higher  age  groups  are 
reached  this  disparity  gradually  disappears. 
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AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


In  the  accompanying  tables  are  set  out  the  average  heights  and  weights  of 
those  examined  in  the  various  age  groups.  It  is  hoped  that  ere  long  it  will  be 
possible  to  give  the  contrasting  figures  for  the  average  child  in  Northern  Ireland 
as  determined  by  the  Anthropometric  Survey  which  is  still  uncompleted. 

In  several  of  the  age  groups  the  numbers  examined  do  not  give  fair  com- 
parative figures  and  are  merely  included  to  complete  the  tables. 

TABLE  III 

AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  ANI)  WEIGHTS 


BOYS 


Numbers  Examined 

Average  Height, 

nches 

Average  Weight. 

I.bs. 

\gcs 

Public"  Grammar 

Private 

Grammar 

"Public" 

Gra  nimar 

Private- 

Grammar 

1 Public" 

Grammar 

1 ’rivate 
Gra  mraar 

4 

1 33  5 

7 

40-88 

42  • 67 

43  ■ 6 

39  • 42 

4 1 33 

43  ■ 3 

5 

1 .842  ! 55 

20 

43  • 32 

45-09 

45  ■ 3 

42  ■ 57 

45  - 76 

44-5 

6 

1.132  17 

7 

44-70 

47  • 44 

48-9 

44  ■ 88 

52-0 

57  • 6 

7 

1 65  27 

9 

46  • 96 

50-  1 1 

51-3 

49-12 

57-0 

62  • o 

8 

2,688  j 89 

7 

49-91 

52-0 

54  ■ 9 

56  • 48 

58-  13 

68  • 6 

9 

518 

5 

51  - 12 

54-1 

59-03 

64  ■ (5 

10 

27  2(1 

1 

53  • 44 

56  ■ 1 5 

58-0 

65  ■ 80 

77  • 50 

63-0 

11 

1,712  121 

52 

* 55 • 53 

57  • 55 

57-2 

74-16 

82-75 

78  • 8 

12 

558  93 

55 

56  • 44 

58  ■ 79 

58-2 

77-  16 

86-45 

85  • 1 

13 

1 0 246 

3 

58-50 

60-93 

61  -0 

83  • 50 

96-30 

98  • 3 

14 

1 678 

133 

57-0 

62  ■ 82 

63-9 

78-0 

105-52 

112-7 

15 

72 

76 

65-80 

64  • 2 

1 22 • 35 

117-6 

16 

185 

20 

68  ■ 1 2 

(S8  • (S 

1 32 • 45 

141-0 

17 

101 

22 

68  ■ 87 

68-4 

139-98 

1 38  • 1 

IS 

15 

6 

_ 

68-71 

68  ■ 3 

1 33 • 60 

140-0 

19 

3 

1 

2 

72-07 

70-8 

149-0 

164-0 

GIRLS 


1 

Numbers  Examined 

Average  Height,  Inches 

Average  Weight, 

l.bs. 

Ages 

-1 

" Public” 

Grammar 

Private 

Grammar 

"Public" 

Grammar 

Private 

Grammar 

1 ‘ Public” 

Grammar 

Private 

Grammar 

3 

1 

— 

__ 

39  • 50 

— 

— 

36-0 

4 

151 

8 

2 

40  • 79 

42-69 

45  ■ 5 

37  ■ 38 

42-81 

43-0 

5 

1 .633 

74 

57 

42-91 

44-24 

45-3 

40  ■ 84 

45-19 

45  • 5 

6 

1 ,097 

27 

28 

44-41 

45-94 

47-6 

43-02 

49-89 

48-0 

7 

171 

37 

10 

46- 19 

50-0 

50  ■ 6 

46-93 

55  • 1 4 

60-7 

8 

2,703 

66 

37 

49-32 

49-86 

50-7 

54  • 1 3 

57  ■ 38 

60-4 

9 

457 

1 

33 

50  ■ 46 

51  -0 

54  • 6 

56-84 

60-0 

(57  • 7 

10 

24 

35 

13 

52  • 35 

56  • 67 

56-7 

62-04 

73  • 34 

79-3 

11 

1 .737 

105 

98 

55  • 50 

58-07 

57-4 

74-79 

83  • 34 

83  ■ 3 

12 

608 

122 

175 

56-93 

58  • 46 

58-4 

78-23 

85-12 

89-2 

13 

15 

160 

67 

58  • 23 

61-70 

59-8 

88-60 

100-85 

91  • 1 

14 

— 

246 

163 

— 

63-16 

61  -9 

— 

113-38 

107-4 

15 

43 

64 

— 

64-86 

63-4 

— 

121-63 

120-5 

16 

— 

90 

103 

64-91 

64  • 6 

| — 

122-85 

1 23  • 5 

17 

— 

85 

49 

— 

65-38 

63-9 

— 

126-56 

130-0 

18 

— 

6 

6 

65-62 

63-7 

— 

129-33 

125-7 
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CLOTHING  AND  FOOTWEAR 


There  is  continued  improvement  in  the  clothing  and  footwear  of  the  children 
inspected.  Within  recent  years  much  greater  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
necessity  for  properly  fitting  stockings  and  footwear.  Some  of  this  has  originated 
amongst  the  shoe  manufacturers  and  retailers  who  have  become  conscious  of  the 
necessity  to  give  children  plenty  of  room  for  the  growing  foot  in  order  to  avoid 
trouble  in  later  life. 

One  can  see  from  the  table  the  distinct  improvement  that  has  taken  place 
over  a period  of  years  since  we  initiated  this  special  inspection. 


TABLE  IV 


Percenl 

:age  Satisfactory 

Percents 

ige  Unsati 

sfactory 

Perce 

ntage  We 

aring 

1951 

1946 

1949 

1951 

1946 

1949 

1951 

1946 

1949 

Clothing 

Footwear — Shoes 
Boots 

99-61 

92-38 

88-63 

99-68 
96-98 
95  • 59 

99-69 
99-  1 
97-19 

0-39 

7-62 

11-37 

0-32 

3- 02 

4- 41 

0-31 

0-9 

2-81 

75-36 

24-64 

78-32 
21  -68 

80  • 95 
19-05 

DEFECTS  DISCOVERED  AT  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  following  table  gives  the  findings  resulting  from  the  medical  inspection 
of  three  groups  of  schools,  comprising  17,382  “public”,  2,833  grammar  and  1,323 
“private  secondary”  scholars. 

In  the  first  groups  are  county  primary,  voluntary  and  intermediate  schools; 
in  the  second  grammar,  provided  and  voluntary,  with  some  preparatory  depart- 
ments in  the  latter.  The  “private  secondary”  groups  are  mainly  secondary  in 
character  but  have  some  preparatory  pupils  and  are  those  which  have  elected 
to  work  their  own  scheme  of  medical  inspection,  independently  to  that  of  the 
Health  Authority  but  subject  to  its  sanction. 
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TABLE  V 


CLASSIFICATION 

NATURE 
OF  DEFECT 

No. 

Exd. 

Defective 

for 

Treatment 

Per 

1,000 

Defective 

for 

Observation 

Per 

1,000 

1.  Skin  Disease 

*p 

17,382 

314 

18-07 

108 

6-22 

tP.G. 

(2,833) 

(89) 

(31-41) 

(63) 

(22-59) 

JP.S. 

1,323 

14 

11-32 

8 

6-05 

2.  Defects  of  the 

External  Eye 

P. 

98 

5-64 

109 

6-27 

Eye 

Disease,  etc. 

P.G. 

do. 

(19) 

(6-70) 

(27) 

(9-52) 

P.S. 

4 

3-0 

1 

•75 

$ Defective  Vision 

P. 

11,098 

1,316 

118-58 

381 

34-33 

P.G. 

(2,603) 

(130) 

(49-94) 

(135) 

(51-86) 

P.S. 

1,132 

100 

88-34 

48 

36-28 

Squint 

P. 

17,382 

552 

31-76 

465 

26-75 

P.G. 

(2,833) 

(25) 

(8-82) 

(39) 

(13-77) 

P.S. 

1,323 

8 

6-05 

1 

-75 

3.  Defects  of  the 

Discharging  Ear 

P. 

144 

8-28 

123 

7-08 

Ear 

P.G. 

do. 

(10) 

(3-53) 

(19) 

(6-71) 

P.S. 

3 

2-27 

2 

1 -51 

Other  Diseases 

P. 

87 

5-01 

45 

2-59 

P.G. 

do. 

(6) 

(2-12) 

(24) 

(8-47) 

P.S. 

— 

I 

2 

1 -51 

Defective  hearing 

P. 

88 

5 • 06 

40 

2-30 

(Other  than 

P.G. 

do. 

(8) 

(2-82) 

(8) 

(2-82) 

above) 

P.S. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Defects  of  the 

Ch.  Tonsilitis 

P. 

1,150 

66-16 

1,997 

114-89 

Mouth,  Nose 

P.G. 

do. 

(48) 

(16-94) 

(91) 

(32-12) 

and  Throat 

P.S. 

52 

39  • 30 

35 

26  • 46 

Adenoids 

P. 

33 

1-90 

19 

1 -09 

P.G. 

do. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

P.S. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ch.  T.  and 

P. 

92 

5-29 

100 

5-75 

Adenoids 

P.G. 

do. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

P.S. 

4 

3-02 

— 

— 

Neck  Glands, 

P. 

463 

26-64 

310 

22-44 

enlarged 

P.G. 

do. 

(7) 

(2-47) 

(12) 

(4-24) 

P.S. 

1 1 

8-31 

21 

15-87 

Other  Nose  and 

P. 

190 

10-93 

125 

7-20 

Throat  condit- 

P.G. 

do. 

(15) 

(5-29) 

(24) 

8-47 

ions 

P.S. 

7 

5-29 

3 

2-27 

5.  Defective 

P. 

83 

4-78 

122 

7-02 

Speech 

P.G. 

do. 

(13) 

(4  • 58) 

(6) 

(2-12) 

P.S. 

— 

— 

2 

1 -51 

6.  Defects  of  the 

Heart  conditions 

P. 

234 

13-46 

305 

17-55 

Heart  and 

P.G. 

do. 

(37) 

(13-06) 

(59) 

(25-82) 

Lungs 

P.S. 

16 

12-09 

10 

7-56 

Phthisis 

P. 





6 

•35 

P.G. 

do. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

P.S. 

1 

■75 

— 

— 

Bronchitis,  etc. 

P. 

581 

33-43 

840 

48-33 

P.G. 

do. 

(9) 

(3-18) 

(87) 

(30-71) 

P.S. 

6 

4-54 

7 

5-29 

7.  Constitutional 

Anaemia 

P. 

92 

5-29 

73 

4 - 20 

Diseases 

P.G. 

do. 

(3) 

(1-06) 

(20) 

(7-06) 

P.S. 

4 

3-02 

1 

•75 

Tuberculosis  of 

P. 

2 

•12 

12 

•69 

Bone  and 

P.G. 

do. 

— 

— 

(1) 

(•35) 

Glands,  etc. 

P.S. 

3 

2-26 

1 

•75 

Rickets  and 

P. 

23 

1-32 

5 

•29 

Ricketv 

P.G. 

do. 

(2) 

(•71) 





Deformity 

P.S. 

2 

1 -51 

— 

— 

8.  Defects  of  the 

P. 

36 

2-08 

47 

2-70 

Nervous 

* 

P.G. 

do. 

(2) 

(•71) 

(5) 

(1-76) 

System 

P.S. 

6 

4-54 

2 

1-50 

9.  Deformities 

P. 

447 

25-72 

153 

8-81 

other  than 

P.G. 

do. 

(119) 

(42-0) 

(63) 

(22-24) 

due  to 

P.S. 

7 

5-28 

2 

1 -51 

Rickets 

10.  Other  Diseases 

P. 

823 

47-35 

451 

25  • 95 

and  Defects 

P.G. 

do. 

(60) 

(21-18) 

(151) 

(53-65) 

P.S. 

4 

3-02 

5 

3-77 

* P- — “Public”.  f P.G. — "Prep,  and  Grammar".  t P.S. — "Private  Secondary”. 


§ All  Children  except  those  in  the  first  age  group  were  examined  in  a routine  way  for  defective  vision. 


73 


NUTRITION 


In  submitting  this  contrasting  table  regarding  the  nutritional  state  of  the 
scholars  examined,  it  must  be  emphasised  that  the  findings  depend  on  the  opinions 
of  various  medical  officers,  some  of  whom  have  had  considerable  experience  in 
the  assessment  of  nutritional  states  and  others  new  to  medical  inspection,  carrying- 
out  the  work  in  “private  secondary”  schools.  As  there  are  no  definite  standards 
laid  down  on  which  a judgement  can  be  based  one  must  accept  the  findings  with 
considerable  reserve.  When  comparative  figures  are  available  as  a result  of  the 
Anthropometric  Survey  it  is  probable  that  the  contrasting  figures  will  be  more 
valuable. 


NUTRITION  TABLE  VI 


Contrasting  Findings  in  Different  Types  of  School 


NORMAL 

SUB-NORMAL 

BAD 

c 

0 

(I 

5) 

(C 

') 

AGE  GROUP 

SCHOOL 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Entrants 

“Public” 

Nos. 

2,410 

2,205 

772 

771 

70 

56 

% 

74-11 

72  • 72 

23-74 

25-43 

2-15 

1-85 

Prep,  and 

Nos. 

101 

108 

9 

12 





Grammar 

0/ 
/ 0 

91-82 

90-0 

8-18 

10-0 

— 

— 

“Private 

Nos. 

33 

154 

2 

2 





Secondary” 

0/ 

/o 

94-3 

98-7 

5-7 

1-3 

— 

— 

Second 

“Public” 

Nos. 

2,343 

2,273 

833 

843 

69 

87 

0/ 

/o 

72-20 

70-96 

25  • 67 

26-32 

2-13 

2-72 

Prep,  and 

Nos. 

161 

107 

41 

10 

2 



Grammar 

% 

78-92 

91-45 

20-1 

8-55 

■98 

— 

“Private 

Nos. 

12 

96 

1 

6 





Secondary' ' 

% 

92-3 

94-1 

7-7 

5-9 

— 

— 

Third 

“ Public” 

Nos. 

1,777 

1 ,646 

493 

667 

19 

48 

/ 0 

77-63 

69  • 72 

21-54 

28  • 25 

•83 

2 • 03 

Prep,  and 

Nos. 

331 

182 

59 

23 

4 



Grammar 

0/ 

0 

84-01 

88-78 

14-97 

11-22 

1-02 

— 

' ' Private 

Nos. 

44 

233 

56 

38 

10 
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VISUAL  DEFECTS 

In  the  following  tables  are  set  forth  (1)  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
visual  defects  found  and  (2)  the  incidence  of  defective  vision  in  relation  to  the 
tvpe  of  school  attended. 

As  before  we  have  incorporated  in  table  (1)  figures  for  pupils  examined  in 
“private  secondary”  schools.  Corresponding  figures  for  table  (2)  for  these  schools 
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are  not  available  as  we  are  not  in  a position  to  assess  the  conditions  as  to  lighting 
and  general  suitability  in  these  schools. 

School  groupings  are  those(l)  unsatisfactory  for  school  purposes,  (2)  con- 
sidered satisfactory  or  could  be  altered  to  come  within  this  category  and  (3), 
mostly  of  modern  type,  permitting  proper  environment  during  school  hours. 
Some  of  the  last  have  had  to  be  debited  with  pupils  with  defective  vision  which 
resulted  partly  during  attendance  at  previous  schools,  probably  of  a lower  category. 


PROVISION  OF  MILK  AND  MEALS 

The  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  milk  and  meals  to  pupils  in  attendance 
remain  much  as  they  were  before  though  there  are  now  88  feeding  centres. 

The  difficulty  met  with  in  the  past  of  getting  co-operation  for  the  establish- 
ment of  feeding  centres  in  certain  areas  for  necessitous  children  to  get  free  meals, 
and  for  others  on  payment,  has  ceased.  There  is  more  all  round  consideration 
being  given  to  this  problem  and  it  now  needs  only  extra  kitchen  accommodation 
to  allow  of  an  extension  of  the  service. 
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RE-EXAMINATION  GROUP 
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Not  included  in  "Vision”.  Continued  overleaf 


TABLE  VIII — continued 
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NURSERY  SCHOOLS,  CENTRES  AND  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS 
Nursery  Schools  and  Centres: 

Previously  there  were  four  nursery  centres  which  we  supervised.  In  time 
some  of  these  were  reclassified  as  nursery  schools  for  administrative  reasons  but 
as  far  as  we  were  concerned,  they  were  all  treated  alike,  receiving  a nurse’s  visit 
regularly  and  a medical  officer’s  inspection  once  weekly.  There  are  now  nine  such 
units,  none  accommodating  more  than  50  children  but  most  of  them  far  less 
because  of  the  variation  in  the  number  of  mothers  employed  in  the  mills  with 
which  five  of  them  are  connected. 

Each  child  has  been  subjected  to  medical  inspection  on  admission  and  there- 
after regularly  each  term.  Below  is  set  forth  the  results  of  the  inspections. 

TABLE  IX 


Nursery  Schools  and  Centres 


DEFECTS 
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59 

13-7 

47 

10-9 

Graymount  Open  Air  School: 

In  that  the  accommodation  is  limited  to  150  places  it  is  essential  that  these  be 
made  available  to  as  many  “delicate”  children  as  possible.  There  are  pupils  here  who 
should  be  accommodated  in  a school  for  the  physically  handicapped  and  who  by 
the  very  nature  of  their  disability  stay  for  a lengthy  period  and  defeat  the  object 
for  which  the  school  should  cater,  the  rehabilition  of  the  “delicate”  child.  Another 
factor  which,  while  being  a tribute  to  those  in  charge,  operates  adversely  to  this 
requirement  is  the  popularity  of  the  school  as  such,  the  scholastic  contentment 
which  such  an  environment  provides.  It  says  much  when  it  is  difficult  to  get 
parents  to  agree  to  the  discharge  from  the  school  of  those  scholars  who  are  con- 
sidered medically  fit  for  transfer  to  the  ordinary  one. 

During  the  year  there  were  92  boys  and  97  girls  a total  of  189  on  rolls  and 
the  average  attendance  was  118.  Altogether  71  boys  and  71  girls  spent  some  time 
in  this  school.  There  were  59  new  admissions,  33  boys  and  26  girls  as  against 
24  boys  and  29  girls  discharged.  The  average  period  these  children  had  spent  in 
the  school  was  30  months.  The  boys  on  average  had  grown  in  that  time  5J  inches 
in  height  and  put  on  practically  18  pounds  in  weight.  The  girls  4|  inches  and 
just  over  17  pounds  in  weight.  These  figures  speak  for  themselves,  apart  from  the 
other  physical  improvement  which  is  immeasurable. 


Oakleigh  Special  School: 

This  school  has  accommodation  for  185  pupils  whose  ages  range  from  approx- 
imately seven  to  a shade  over  fifteen  years.  The  average  attendance  during  the 
year  was  157.  As  this  is  the  only  special  school  to  which  educationally  subnormal 
children  can  go  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  keep  the  numbers  up  by  the  transfer, 
when  opportunity  serves,  of  others  requiring  special  educational  treatment. 

The  school  receives  the  usual  health  visitor’s  and  medical  officer’s  visits 
weekly  though  their  medical  inspection  is  integrated  into  that  carried  out  in  the 
ordinary  schools. 
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Camp  School: 

The  Camp  School  at  Dundrum  continued  to  be  run  from  the  beginning  of 
the  summer  term  till  the  end  of  September  in  the  Autumn  term.  The  groups 
selected  were  medically  inspected  during  the  week  prior  to  camp.  Any  defects 
likely  to  interfere  with  residence  there  were  dealt  with  and  failing  that  the  pupil 
was  replaced.  The  usual  arrangement  by  which  a local  medical  practitioner  dealt 
with  any  emergencies  at  the  Camp  worked  satisfactorily.  Very  few  children 
returned  home  while  in  camp  and  some  of  these  did  so  of  their  own  volition.  476 
boys  and  520  girls  benefited  by  their  stay  in  camp  which  this  year  was  limited  to 
one  week  only. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  ACTIVITIES  OTHER  THAN  THOSE  CARRIED  OUT 

IN  SCHOOLS  OR  CENTRES 


Clinics: 


The  clinic  position  remains  much  as  it  was.  During  the  time  Cherryville 
Clinic  is  being  reconditioned,  medical  patients  have  been  dealt  with  at  the 
temporary  centre  in  the  old  dispensary  building  in  Templemore  Avenue.  Dental 
patients  have  had  to  be  attended  to  in  Academy  Street.  This  has  been  accomplished 
only  by  diverting  patients  from  other  districts  to  Ariel  Street  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic. 


Some  progress  has  been  made  with  the  take-over  of  the  College  Park 
premises — which  eventually  will  meet  south  side  requirements  for  a limited  time. 
This  should  be  ready  by  the  end  of  1952.  Sketch  plans  are  in  hand  for  the  clinic  to 
be  built  in  Cupar  Street  to  accommodate  those  children  attending  schools  in  the 
triangular  area  bounded  approximately  by  the  Shankill  and  Grosvenor — Spring- 
held  Roads  and  the  borough  boundary  to  the  west. 

A site  has  been  secured  in  Lincoln  Avenue  for  a new  clinic  for  the  north  end 
of  the  city,  which  will  eventually  replace  that  at  Carlisle  Circus. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  VISITOR 

The  basic  duty  of  this  officer  is  to  assist  at  medical  inspections  and  to  carry 
through  independent  cleanliness  surveys  in  the  various  schools  in  her  allotted 
district.  Those  parents  not  present  at  examinations  have  to  be  visited  as  an 
essential  follow-up.  In  addition  there  are  many  special  cases  arising  from  time 
to  time  which  require  investigation,  both  in  school  and  at  the  home.  This  has 
resulted  in  7,972  home  visits  being  made  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  6-5  per 
cent  over  those  for  the  previous  year. 

During  the  cleanliness  surveys  260,269  pupils  were  inspected.  Of  these  5-38 
per  cent  had  nits  and  1 • 53  per  cent  were  verminous.  All  the  latter  and  a pro- 
portion of  the  former  were  excluded  from  school  until  clean.  These  figures  are 
slightly  above  the  figures  reported  last  year.  It  shows  how  very  difficult  it  is, 
despite  vigilance  and  constant  propaganda,  to  tackle  satisfactorily  this  condition 
without  dealing  with  the  family  as  a whole.  Sixteen  families  were  referred  to  the 
Environmental  Health  Division  to  have  the  home  conditions  investigated  and 
dealt  with  as  a unit. 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT  AND  SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES 

This  work  can  be  divided  into  several  groups,  viz.,  (1)  Examination  Clinics; 
(2)  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics;  (3)  Orthopaedic  Treatment;  (4)  Chest  and 
Cardiac  Cases;  (5)  Dental  Treatment;  (6)  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  Operations;  (7) 
Ultra-Violet  Light  Therapy;  (8)  Minor  Ailments;  (9)  Speech  Therapy;  (10) 
Child  Guidance  Cases;  (11)  Physiotherapy;  (12)  Audiometric  Survey;  (13) 
Ringworm;  (14)  Head  Cleansing. 

Through  all  these  activities,  excepting  dental  for  which  separate  records  are 
kept,  12,130  individual  children  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Although  this 
figure  is  5-5  per  cent  less  than  the  number  previously  handled  it  is  still  a very 
high  proportion  of  the  school  population  and  shows  how  much  the  clinics  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  public.  Of  those  seen  789  were  referred  to  private  practit- 
ioners. 
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EXAMINATION  CLINICS 


Examination  clinics  continued  to  be  used  by  Magistrates,  Parents,  Teachers 
and  Welfare  Officers  as  centres  through  which  advice  can  be  obtained  readily 
about  the  very  varying  cases  which  have  been  referred.  At  times  it  is  the  means  of 
lifting  from  the  private  practitioners  the  onus  of  stating  an  unpalatable  opinion 
about  a pupil  to  a parent  who  seeks  to  shelter  behind  a medical  certificate  and 
thereby  avoid  sending  the  child  to  school.  The  diversity  of  the  cases  handled  is 
indicated  in  the  accompanying  table.  Of  those  seen  100  were  referred  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Authority  with  whom  we  have  a close  working  arrangement.  In  all 
24,478  attendances  were  made  during  the  year,  a slight  reduction  on  the  previous 
year’s  figures. 

Included  in  the  table  are  thirty  cases  seen  in  their  homes  because  they  were 
unable  to  attend  on  account  of  physical  or  mental  defect.  Most  of  these  were 
amongst  those  notified  in  due  course  to  the  Hospital  Authority  because  they  were 
not  educable  and  thereby  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Special  Care  Service. 


TABLE  X 

Clinic  Examinations. 


CONDITION 

Percentage 

CONDITION 

Percentage 

For  Anaesthetics 

42-20 

For  Infectious  Disease  Control 

0 ■ 52 

,,  Colds 

1-64 

,,  Lungs 

5-79 

,,  Debility 

1-94 

,,  Mentally  Dull 

2-20 

, , Ears 

1 -95 

,,  Nervous  

1 -35 

,,  Eves — Vision  only 

5 • 61 

,,  Nose  and  Throat 

7 ■ 4fi 

,,  Eves — Other  conditions 

1 • 50 

,,  Skins  ...  . 

11-80 

,,  Gastro-Enteritis 

1 • 55 

,,  Other  classified  small  groups 

8-62 

,,  Heart  and  Circulation 

2-81 

Miscellaneous — unclassified 

2-80 

EYE,  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CLINICS 

The  pressure  coming  from  the  public  for  the  provision  of  spectacles  has 
eased  off  during  the  year  but  because  of  the  very  large  number  previously  provided 
with  glasses,  in  the  early  months  of  the  Health  Scheme,  there  are  and  will  continue 
to  be  as  big  a number  due  for  re-examination  either  for  a change  of  frames  and/or 
lenses.  This  has  kept  our  clinics  fully  occupied  and  at  no  time  were  we  actually 
up  to  date  with  our  appointments.  In  spite  of  the  very  big  change  from  the  years 
previous  to  the  Health  Service  Scheme  when  so  many  parents  failed  to  keep 
appointments,  and  despite  the  free  issue  of  spectacles  to-day,  it  is  still  necessary  to 
follow  up  by  home  visitation  a considerable  number  of  cases  in  Avhich  parents 
fail  to  co-operate  in  the  treatment  of  their  children.  During  the  year  attendances 
for  treatment  totalled  4,341,  of  which  256  were  for  external  eye  conditions  only. 
There  were  also  1,021  post-mydriatic  tests  done  to  confirm  or  complete  previous 
findings. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  sessions  were  held  weekly  in  the  three  clinics  in  rotation. 
These  dealt  with  new  cases  submitted  for  advice  and  in  many  instances  prepar- 
atory to  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  operative  treatment.  All  those  undergoing  the 
operation  were  seen  in  the  clinic  subsequent  to  treatment.  Of  the  1,645  cases  dealt 
with  during  the  year  1 1 1 required  no  active  treatment  but  were  listed  for  re- 
examination in  due  course  in  school. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT 

Minor  degrees  of  defects  are  referred  to  and  treated  by  the  Physiotherapists 
on  our  staff  in  their  special  clinics.  Details  are  given  elsewhere  in  this  report. 
More  serious  cases  are  generally  referred  to  the  Belfast  City  Hospital  with  whose 
staff  we  have  co-operated  for  many  years  past.  There  were  a few  others  referred 
to  the  externs  of  other  local  hospitals  because  of  the  closer  proximity  to  the  homes 
of  the  patients  concerned. 
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CHEST  AND  CARDIAC  CASES 


The  presence  on  our  staff  of  two  part-time  hospital  officers  has  enabled  us 
to  co-operate  with  the  Royal  Belfast  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  in  which  are  held 
Cardiac  and  Chest  clinics  and  to  which  suitable  cases  can  be  referred  for  diagnosis 
and  treatment.  This  arrangement  has  the  further  advantage  that  we  are  made 
aware  of  similar  cases  referred  direct  by  general  practitioners.  This  enables  us  to 
keep  track  of  all  such  handicapped  pupils  to  assess  the  educational  needs  of  this 
group  and  to  intervene  should  occasion  demand  it. 


DENTAL  TREATMENT 


Full  details  of  the  numbers  inspected  in  school  or  clinic  together  with  the 
treatment  offered,  accepted  and  carried  out  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Senior  Dental  Officer  which  forms  part  of  this  report. 

Here  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  the  year’s  work  was  carried 
through  by  a slightly  augmented  staff,  a few  full-time  dental  officers  and  several 
more  working  on  a part-time  basis  only. 

This  enabled  dental  inspection  in  schools  to  be  increased  very  considerably. 
Consequently  offers  of  clinic  treatment  were  made  to  a greater  number  and  the 
acceptance  rate  rose  by  nearly  twenty  per  cent,  with  a corresponding  drop  in  the 
numbers  of  parents  who  preferred  their  own  dentist  to  treat  their  children.  This 
together  with  the  fact  that  close  upon  one  fifth  of  the  school  population  passed 
through  the  clinics  during  the  year  gives  a fair  idea  how  popular  the  service  has 
become.  The  staff  have  responded  by  treating  over  eleven  per  cent  more  individ- 
uals during  the  year. 


TONSIL  AND  ADENOID  OPERATIONS 

For  the  first  half  of  the  year  we  were  able  to  retain  the  use  of  the  beds  in  the 
Musgrave  Park  Hospital  for  our  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  cases.  During  that  time 
339  were  dealt  with.  Thereafter  for  various  reasons  operative  work  had  to  cease 
and  such  urgent  cases  as  we  had  were  referred  to  local  hospitals,  where  they  had 
to  take  their  place  on  the  current  waiting  lists.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
temporary  closure  of  the  ten  beds  allotted  to  us  is  a severe  handicap  to  the  treat- 
ment which  our  service  can  offer  and  throws  an  unnecessary  burden  on  the  other 
beds  available  for  this  form  of  treatment. 


ULTRA-VIOLET  LIGHT  THERAPY 

Selected  cases  have  continued  to  be  recommended  by  our  medical  staff  for 
treatment  and  the  attendances  have  in  general  been  well  maintained  though  the 
actual  treatment  cases  have  dropped  to  5,667  for  the  year.  This  has  been  due  in 
part  to  the  transfer  of  Cherryville  Clinic  to  temporary  premises  and  to  the  cess- 
ation of  treatment  there  for  some  months. 


MINOR  AILMENT  TREATMENT 

In  spite  of  the  greater  availability  of  treatment  by  general  practitioners 
under  the  General  Health  Service  Scheme  the  attendances  at  6,178  for  the  year 
at  our  clinics  for  treatment  show  an  increase  of  11-7  per  cent  over  those  for  the 
previous  period.  This  particular  section  of  our  work  is  of  great  importance  in  that 
it  is  related  to  school  attendance.  The  availability  of  skilled  treatment  in  the 
clinics  not  only  minimises  the  incidence  of  such  infectious  conditions  in  the  schools 
but,  by  cutting  out  the  prolonged  and  inexpert  home  treatment  of  pupils,  reduces 
the  periods  of  absence  inevitable  in  these  cases. 


SPEECH  THERAPY 


Two  Speech  Therapists  took  up  duty  in  September.  In  that  we  had  no  Speech 
Therapy  for  the  best  part  of  a year,  our  previous  cases  had  to  be  reviewed  prior  to 
reopening  clinics.  In  time  nine  centres  were  opened  for  regular  treatment,  most 
of  them  being  located  in  large  schools,  the  remainder  were  either  in  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  or  branch  school  clinics.  This  allowed  of  eighteen  sessions 
being  devoted  to  this  work  each  week,  the  remainder  of  the  time  being  utilised 
for  administrative  duties  chiefly  in  interviewing  parents  or  in  special  treatments 
at  the  Central  Clinic. 

For  the  four  months  there  were  190  undergoing  therapy,  besides  a waiting 
list  of  238.  During  this  time  only  ten  cases  were  discharged  while  17  others  failed 
to  keep  up  attendances  and  had  to  be  struck  off. 

It  is  obvious  that  further  staff  will  be  required  if  the  formidable  waiting  list 
is  to  be  reduced  and  kept  down. 


CHILD  GUIDANCE 

Because  we  have  no  Child  Guidance  Unit  in  our  Service  all  cases  of  necessity 
have  to  be  referred  to  that  in  the  Royal  Belfast  Hospital  for  Sick  Children.  Last 
year  we  referred  294  individuals  for  investigation.  As  the  unit  there  receives 
recommendations  from  local  and  county  hospitals  our  cases  have  to  wait  their 
turn  and  this  delay  can  be  very  serious. 

As  soon  as  more  clinic  accommodation  is  provided  a separate  Child  Guidance 
team  for  the  local  School  Health  Service  should  be  organised.  It  should  be  possible 
to  get  the  Hospital  Authority  to  help  us  out  on  a sessional  basis  with  specialist 
officers. 


PHYSIOTHERAPY 

We  have  continued  to  give  treatment  to  selected  cases  in  the  ten  centres 
previously  in  use.  In  eight  of  these,  two  sessions  weekly  were  held  and  in  the 
others  only  one  each.  The  cleanliness  and  heating  of  the  halls  we  rent  continue  to 
be  a draw  back  to  efficient  work.  As  opportunity  offers  we  have  moved  classes  to 
more  satisfactory  centres  such  as  medical  inspection  rooms  in  schools  or  to  clinics. 
In  so  doing  we  have  had  to  have  regard  to  the  distance  our  centres  are  from  the 
schools  they  serve,  otherwise  the  time  spent  by  the  children  going  from  and  back 
to  school  would  prevent  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  concerned  and 
lead  to  bad  attendances  and  to  waste  of  the  Physiotherapist’s  time. 

In  spite  of  these  difficulties  1,104  children  were  given  treatment  during  the 
year  and  made  12,221  attendances.  The  conditions  treated  were  424  with  postural 
defects,  623  with  flat  feet,  115  with  respiratory  conditions  besides  32  miscellaneous. 
Much  of  the  work  consists  of  training  them  to  carry  out  the  essential  treatment 
under  supervision  and  then  to  continue  that  at  home  daily,  bringing  them  back 
for  review  periodically.  Much  of  the  success  of  the  treatment  given  depends  on  the 
co-operation  of  the  parents  concerned.  More  could  be  accomplished  were  it  possible 
for  the  Physiotherapists  to  contact  the  teachers  too. 


AUDIOMETRIC  SURVEY 

Our  school  survey  work  is  confined  at  present  to  those  in  which  suitable 
accommodation  is  available  in  which  to  carry  out  the  tests  and  which  have  suit- 
able current.  It  is  also  limited  by  the  availability  of  staff  as  the  work  needs  a 
certain  amount  of  training  experience. 

During  the  year  14  schools  were  visited  and  5,275  children  examined.  Of 
those  907  were  given  a subsequent  test  to  check  the  previous  finding.  From  these 
187  were  referred  on  to  the  Aurist  specialist  for  examination  and  advice. 

Independently  of  the  survey  72  individual  pupils  were  tested  and  the  auditor}" 
fields  worked  out  for  the  information  of  the  Aurist  or  in  connection  with  Speech 
Therapy  cases  being  referred  for  treatment. 


RINGWORM  SURVEY 

This  survey,  instituted  the  previous  year,  through  which  so  many  incipient 
cases  had  been  discovered,  was  continued  for  the  hrst  half  of  1951.  By  mid-summer 
all  the  schools  in  which  cases  had  occurred  had  been  visited  and  many  of  those 
centres  in  which  previous  cases  had  been  found  revisited  without  any  new  ones 
being  discovered.  Of  the  19,905  pupils  on  the  rolls  of  the  schools  visited,  17,638 
children  had  been  examined  and  only  24  suspicious  cases  found.  Amongst  these 
there  were  three  with  only  body  infection.  It  is  obvious  from  this  that  the  previous 
epidemic  had  been  terminated  and  that,  provided  we  were  informed  of  any  new 
cases  arising  from  time  to  time,  we  could  by  the  procedure  adopted  control  any 
reinfection  very  quickly.  All  those  found  infected  were  referred  to  the  Special 
Ringworm  clinic  in  the  Skin  Department  of  the  Royal  Belfast  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children. 

HEAD  CLEANSING 

Head  infestation  continues  to  be  a troublesome  problem  amongst  a proportion 
of  the  school  population.  It  has  been  noted  that  if  regular  inspection  ceases  or  is 
postponed,  parents  get  slack  about  head  hygiene.  Only  this  can  explain  the 
unexpected  and  abnormal  increase  in  incidence  in  certain  schools.  It  emphasises 
the  necessity  for  regular  reinspections  even  in  the  cleanest.  Much  will  depend  too 
upon  the  attitude  of  the  individual  health  visitor  to  the  work,  to  the  standard 
set  and  to  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  in  dealing  with  such.  There  have  been 
times  when  those  excluded  from  school  have  been  re-admitted  forthwith  by  their 
teacher  thus  cancelling  out  all  our  efforts. 


For  those  mothers  unable  to  carry  out  proper  cleansing  at  home,  provision 
of  head  cleansing  facilities  have  been  maintained  in  our  clinics.  All  excluded 
pupils  are  referred  prior  to  their  re-admission  to  school,  unless  the  child  can  be 
made  fit  at  home  and  before  the  nurse  has  finished  the  inspection  of  the  school 
attended.  During  the  year  the  attendances  at  our  clinics  reached  the  figure  of 
6,656. 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

1'he  disturbance  to  school  attendance  because  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria 
has  been  minimal.  Influenza  was  the  chief  cause  during  the  first  two  months  of 
the  year  and  was  followed  by  scattered  yet  localised  centres  of  outbreaks  of  chicken- 
pox.  There  were  also  quite  a number  of  schools  affected  by  measles  which  died 
away  during  the  summer  holidays.  The  total  effect  of  infectious  ailments  on 
school  attendance  was  negligible  compared  with  that  in  previous  years. 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

Appended  hereto  are  the  tables  giving  the  number  of  handicapped  pupils  in 
the  “various  categories”  known  to  us.  There  may  be  some,  e.g.,  mild  epileptics, 
kept  under  observation  and  treatment  by  their  own  doctors,  of  whom  we  are  not 
aware.  As  they  do  not  disturb  the  school  at  which  they  attend  their  disability  is 
so  small  as  to  almost  put  them  outside  our  reckoning  yet  they  are  of  interest  to  us 
as  they  may  later  require  special  provision.  Subject  to  this  proviso  these  tables  rep- 
resent all  those  known  to  us  at  the  time  of  compilation.  It  can  be  seen  from  these 
tables  what  future  provision  will  be  required  for  certain  groups. 
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“Delicate”  Pupils 


AT 

Hospital 

School 

Open  Air 
School 
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62 
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4 
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Appendix  to  Report  of  the  Senior  Medical  Officer,  School  Health  Division 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  DENTAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 

Report  covering  the  work  of  the  Dental  Section  during  the  year  1951.  A 
summarised  statistical  report  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
Local  Government  is  appended. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  IN  SCHOOLS 

By  reason  of  insufficiency  of  staff,  it  was  impossible  to  make  a complete 
dental  inspection  survey  of  all  schools  during  1951.  I am  glad  to  report  however 
that  there  was  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  in  the  number  of  schools  visited. 
During  the  year  23,726  children  were  inspected.  This  total,  consisting  mainly  of 
Primary  and  Intermediate  school  children,  represents  an  increase  of  35-6  per  cent 
in  the  number  of  children  inspected,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Never- 
theless the  total  number  of  schools  visited  was  less  than  40  per  cent  equivalent  in 
children  inspected  to  only  33  per  cent  of  the  total  on  rolls.  These  figures  indicate 
a much  too  wide  inspection  interval  per  child,  a gap  which  can  only  be  bridged  by 
the  employment  of  additional  inspecting  personnel. 


DENTAL  CONDITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 

The  number  of  children  who  were  found  to  have  various  dental  defects  totalled 
18,683  or  78-7  per  cent  of  those  inspected.  The  defects  percentage  in  children, 
as  might  be  expected,  varied  considerably  throughout  the  age  groups,  and  within 
the  ages  of  five  to  fifteen  years  covered  a range  of  defects  from  57  per  cent  to 
87  per  cent  the  incidence  in  girls  being  slightly  less  than  that  in  the  corresponding 
age  groups  of  boys.  Of  the  total  teeth  found  to  be  defective  in  regard  to  the  per- 
manent dentition,  nine  out  of  ten  teeth  were  considered  to  be  saveable  if  treatment 
could  be  acquired  within  a reasonable  period.  These  figures  indicate  that  a con- 
siderable total  of  yearly  restorative  treatment  is  necessary  to  ensure  dental  fitness 
of  the  school  child. 


POST-INSPECTION  NOTIFICATION  AND  PARENTS’  RESPONSE 

The  extent  of  our  notifications  to  parents  in  respect  of  dentally  defective 
children  is  naturally  limited  by  the  existing  treatment  capacity  of  our  clinics  and 
operating  staff.  For  this  reason  it  was  only  possible,  during  the  year,  to  notify 
65-6  per  cent  of  these  found  to  be  defective.  Agreement  to  treatment  in  response 
to  our  notifications,  as  we  have  now  come  to  expect,  was  in  the  region  of  80  per 
cent,  indicative  of  the  high  degree  of  dental  consciousness  in  the  city.  Of  the  total 
agreeing  to  have  dental  treatment  for  their  children,  86-8  per  cent  of  parents 
asked  for  it  to  be  carried  out  at  our  clinics. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  CITY  CLINICS 

There  was  an  attendance  of  45,643  patients  at  our  clinics  during  the  year, 
representing  a total  of  13,482  individuals.  New  patients  constituted  12-8  per 
cent,  and  the  balance  of  87-2  per  cent  represented  previous  patients  who  com- 
mendably  return  for  regular  clinical  inspections  and  treatments.  Such  a high 
percentage  of  regularly  attending  patients  naturally  limits  the  yearly  acceptance 
of  new  patients,  a situation  onty  correctable  by  additional  clinic  facilities  and 
staff.  The  discrepancy  is  further  accentuated  by  the  fact  that,  in  spite  of  these 
large  clinic  attendances,  the  individuals  dealt  with  represent  only  18-8  per  cent 
of  the  total  on  school  rolls,  or  23-9  per  cent  of  the  total  school  roll  defectives. 


DENTAL  TREATMENT  IN  CLINICS 

During  the  year,  sessions  (half-day)  to  a total  of  3,299  were  devoted  to  treat- 
ment, as  compared  to  213  sessions  allocated  to  school  dental  inspections.  Total 
treatments  for  the  year  amounted  to  49,406.  In  addition,  there  were  22,407  check 
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inspections  in  clinics.  The  children  treated  during  the  year  received  an  average 
of  6 • 24  treatments  per  individual,  and  each  officer  dealt  with  an  average  of  6428  • 5 
patients.  A greater  proportion  of  extractions,  than  in  the  previous  year,  had  to 
be  undertaken.  These  involved  the  administration  of  10,728  inhalational 
anaesthetics,  and  infringed  considerably  upon  the  time  required  for  conservation 
treatments.  Fillings  thereby  dropped  in  numbers  to  14,372,  or  10-9  per  cent  less 
than  in  1950.  This  is  a regrettable  step  backwards  from  our  previous  accomplish- 
ments, and  I trust  that  the  acquisition  of  additional  personnel  will  result,  in  due 
course,  in  this  category  of  treatment  being  placed  in  its  proper  perspective.  Other- 
wise, we  can  only  be  regarded  as  providing  merely  an  emergency  service  instead 
of  a reparative  one. 


GENERAL  REMARKS 

It  will  be  clear,  from  the  comparative  tables  (1951-1950),  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  operating  staff  remained  approximately  equalised  during  both  years, 
that  any  gain  in  one  branch  of  treatment  was  offset  by  loss  in  another;  and  from 
my  previous  remarks,  that  only  by  recovery  of  lost  staff  and  the  acquisition  of 
additional  officers,  can  the  section  regain  the  position  reached  prior  to  inception 
of  the  National  Health  Act  in  1948,  and  proceed  forward  to  adequately  meet  the 
demands  descending  increasingly  upon  it.  Fortunately,  during  the  year,  the 
recommendations  of  the  Whitley  Council,  in  regard  to  conditions  of  service  and 
remuneration  for  Public  Dental  Officers,  brought  encouragement  to  those  officers 
on  the  staff  who  were  being  tempted  to  follow  their  colleagues  into  more  remuner- 
ative fields.  Although  the  application  of  Whitley  conditions  was  not  adopted 
locally  during  the  year,  it  was  hoped  that  parity  with  other  areas  would  soon  be 
reached,  and  thereby  negative  any  further  disintegration  of  the  local  service. 
Meanwhile  the  existing  staff  met  treatment  demands  to  their  capacity,  and  thanks 
are  due  to  them  for  their  efforts  and  loyalty  under  adverse  conditions.  At  our 
Cherryville  Street  clinic,  work  on  extension  and  modernisation  proceeded  during 
the  year,  if  slowly,  towards  completion.  Patients  from  that  area  were  accommodated 
in  treatment  as  far  as  possible  at  our  Academy  Street  clinic.  The  use  of  Ariel 
Street  and  Mountcollyer  Street  Maternity  and  Child  Health  dental  clinics  for 
treatment  of  school  children,  in  the  North  and  West  areas,  relieved  for  the  time 
being,  pressure  on  the  Crumlin  Road  clinic.  The  fruition  of  plans  for  dental  clinics 
in  the  South  and  West  areas  of  the  City  will  be  a welcome  benefit  in  relieving 
congestion  which  at  the  moment  constitutes  an  administrative  problem. 

The  following  statistical  tables  cover,  all  aspects  of  the  dental  service  during 
the  year. 


A.  S.  IRVING,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.(Edin.) 
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Statistical  Tables 


School  Dental  Inspection 


SCHOOL  DENTAL  INSPECTION 

Area  1 

Area  2 

Area  3 

Totals 

SCHOOLS  VISITED: 

Primary 

29 

31 

11 

71 

Intermediate 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Technical,  Preparatory  and  Grammar 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nursery  and  Nursery  Centre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Special 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  Visits  

74 

96 

46 

216 

,,  Inspection  Sessions 

73 

95 

45 

213 

,,  Inspected  per  Session  (Average) 

112 

109 

116 

111 

TOTAL  SCHOOLS  VISITED 

29 

32 

11 

72 

,,  „ ,,  (per  cent) 

(39-7) 

(47-8) 

(21-2) 

(37-5) 

RESPONSE  TO  NOTIFICATION: 

Refusing  Inspection 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Absent  from  Inspection  

1.138 

1,285 

643 

3,066 

,,  „ „ (per  cent) 

(12-2) 

(IM) 

(11-0) 

(11-4) 

TOTAL  CHILDREN  NOTIFIED 

9,315 

11,628 

5,852 

26,795 

,,  ,,  „ (per  cent  of  Rolls) 

(35-4) 

(46-7) 

(28-5) 

(37-3) 

CHILDREN  INSPECTED: 

Primary 

8,175 

9,809 

5,209 

23,193 

,,  (per  cent  of  Group) 

(40-5) 

(47-6) 

(29-5) 

(39-7) 

Intermediate 



533 



533 

,,  (per  cent  of  Group) 

— 

(19-9) 

— 

(12-9) 

Technical,  Preparatory  and  Grammar 

— 



— 

— 

,,  ,,  (per  cent  of  Group) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nursery  School  and  Centre 









,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (per  cent  of  Group) 

— 

— 

— 

Special  School  

— 



— 

— 

,,  ,,  (per  cent  of  Group) 

— ~ 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  Boys  Inspected  

4,063 

6,271 

2,647 

12,981 

,,  Girls  Inspected 

4,112 

4,071 

2,562 

10,745 

TOTAL  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 

8,175 

10,342 

5,209 

23,726 

,,  ,,  ,,  (per  cent  of  Rolls) 

(31-0) 

(41-6) 

(25-4) 

(33-1) 

CHILDREN  DEFECTIVE: 

Primary 

6,421 

7,888 

3,982 

18,291 

,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

(78-5) 

(80-4) 

(76-4) 

(78-9) 

Intermediate 



392 



392 

,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

— 

(73-5) 

— 

(73-5) 

Technical,  Preparatory  and  Grammar 

— 



— 



,,  ,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nursery  School  and  Centre 









,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Special  School  

— 

— 

— 



,,  ,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  Bovs  Defective 

3,244 

5,054 

2,026 

10,324 

,,  ,,  ,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

(79-8) 

(80-6) 

(76-5) 

(79-5) 

TOTAL  Girls  Defective 

3,177 

3,226 

1,956 

8,359 

,,  ,,  ,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

(77  • 3) 

(79-2) 

(76-3) 

(77-8) 

TOTAL  CHILDREN  DEFECTIVE 

6,421 

8,280 

3,982 

18,683 

,,  ,,  (per  cent  Inspected) 

(78-5) 

1 

(80-1) 

(76-4) 

(78-7) 
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Classification  of  Dental  Defects 


CLASSIFICATION 

Area  1 

Area  2 

Area  3 

Totals 

INDIVIDUALS: 

f Saveable  Teeth 

6,009 

7,747 

3,694 

17,450 

Unsaveable  Teeth  

2,349 

2,861 

1,408 

6,618 

Children  J 

Saveable  and  Unsaveable  Teeth 

1,949 

1,708 

699 

4,354 

with 

Irregularity  of  Dentition 

46 

94 

105 

245 

^ Other  Dental  and  Oral  Defects 

141 

205 

144 

490 

TEETH : 

f Sound 

56,272 

73,894 

37,803 

167,969 

Temporary  Dentition  - 

Saveable 

9,661 

12,936 

5,972 

28,569 

Unsaveable 

3,352 

4,246 

2,119 

9,717 

' Sound  

104,148 

123,710 

65,705 

293,563 

Permanent  Dentition  -< 

Saveable 

6,130 

8,393 

3,478 

18,001 

Unsaveable 

755 

958 

403 

2,116 

TOTAL  Teeth  Saveable 

15,791 

21,329 

9,450 

46,570 

, Unsaveable 

4,107 

5,204 

2,522 

11,833 

TOTAL  Teeth  Examined 

180,318 

224,137 

115,480 

519,935 

Classification  of  Defectives 


AGE 

GROUPS 

BOYS 

GIRLS 

Inspected 

Defective 

Per  cent 
Defective 

Inspected 

Defective 

Per  cent 
Defective 

3 

5 

3 

60-0 

— 

— 

— 

4 

19 

14 

73-68 

44 

29 

65-91 

5 

736 

538 

73-10 

416 

317 

76-20 

6 

1,671 

1,308 

78-28 

902 

722 

80-04 

7 

2,088 

1,767 

84-63 

1,131 

934 

82-58 

8 

1,621 

1,417 

87-42 

1,658 

1,424 

85-89 

9 

1,669 

1,440 

86-28 

1,633 

1,397 

85-55 

10 

1,361 

1,151 

84-57 

1,287 

1 ,037 

80-57 

11 

1,281 

963 

75-18 

1,134 

827 

72-93 

12 

1,145 

794 

69-34 

1,116 

753 

67-47 

13 

895 

608 

67-93 

926 

605 

65-33 

14 

464 

304 

65-52 

475 

302 

63-58 

15 

25 

16 

64-0 

19 

1 1 

57-89 

16 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

50-0 

17 

1 

1 

100- 

2 

— 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

12,981 

10,324 

79-53 

10,745 

8,359 

77-79 
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Post- Inspection  Notification  and  Parents’  Response 


ITEMS 

Area  1 

Area  2 

Area  3 

Totals 

NOTIFIED  AS  DEFECTIVE: 

Total  Notified 

4,226 

5,428 

2,608 

12,262 

,,  ,,  (per  cent) 

(65-8) 

(65-6) 

(65  -5) 

(65-6) 

PARENTS’  RESPONSE: 

Refusing  Treatment 

516 

606 

321 

1,443 

,,  ,,  (per  cent) 

(12-2) 

(11-2) 

(12-3) 

(11-8) 

No  Response 

220 

544 

189 

953 

,,  ,,  (per  cent)  

(5-2) 

(10-0) 

(7-3) 

(7-8) 

Consenting  to  Treatment  (Total) 

3,490 

4,278 

2,098 

9,866 

,,  ,,  „ (per  cent,  notified) 

(82 '6) 

(78-8) 

(80-4) 

(80-4) 

,,  „ ,,  By  own  Dentist 

487 

554 

264 

1,305 

„ „ ,,  ,,  (per  cent) 

(14-0) 

(13-0) 

(12-6) 

(13-2) 

,,  ,,  ,,  at  City  Clinics 

3,003 

3,724 

1,834 

8,561 

,,  ,,  ,,  „ (per  cent) 

(86-0) 

(87-0) 

(87-4) 

(86-8) 

TREATMENT  ARRANGED: 

Appointments — 

Issued 

3,003 

3,724 

1,834 

8,561 

,,  Per  cent  Applications 

(100-0) 

(100-0) 

(100-0) 

(100-0) 

,,  Per  cent  Defectives  Notified 

(71  -1) 

(68-6) 

(70-3) 

(69-8) 

,,  Per  cent  Defectives  on  Rolls 

(14-5) 

(18-7) 

(11-7) 

(15-2) 

Attendances  at  City  Clinics 


CLINIC  ATTENDANCES 

Area  1 

Area  2 

Area  3 

Totals 

INDIVIDUALS. 

Attending  for  Inspection  

1,959 

2,438 

1,163 

5,560 

,,  Treatment 

804 

994 

264 

2,062 

,,  Inspection  and  Treatment 

2,412 

1,486 

1,962 

5,860 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

5,175 

5,394 

2,913 

13,482 

,,  ,,  (per  cent,  of  Rolls) 

(19-6) 

(21-7) 

(14-2) 

(18-8) 

PATIENTS: 

New  Patients 

2,241 

2,567 

1,042 

5,850 

,,  ,,  (per  cent)  

(14-3) 

(12-5) 

(11-1) 

(12-8) 

Previous  Patients 

13,427 

17,986 

8,380 

39,793 

,,  ,,  (per  cent) 

(85-7) 

(87-5) 

(88-9) 

(87-2) 

TOTAL  PATIENTS 

15,668 

20,553 

9,422 

45,643 
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Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

Attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS:— Area  1 

All  Saints’  Junior  

172 

52 

261 

247 

Argyle  Senior 

676 

186 

510 

821 

Ashmore  Street  Junior 

266 

31 

86 

111 

Blythe  Street  Junior 

270 

28 

73 

99 

Botanic  Senior 

460 

102 

333 

261 

Broadway  Junior  

330 

45 

185 

165 

Brown  Street 

444 

101 

249 

289 

Charter’s  Memorial 

232 

60 

151 

200 

Donegall  Road  Junior 

470 

176 

503 

506 

Earl  Street  Bovs’  

131 

18 

46 

53 

Earl  Street  Girls’  

119 

16 

48 

45 

Earl  Street  Infants’ 

142 

32 

98 

90 

Fane  Street 

760 

155 

469 

420 

Linheld  Junior 

326 

59 

183 

208 

Mabel  Street  Junior 

354 

52 

178 

209 

Magdalene  Junior 

185 

54 

200 

229 

Malone 

508 

89 

277 

252 

Mariners’ 

229 

36 

102 

118 

Mayo  Street  Junior 

395 

103 

318 

337 

MrOuiston 

311 

79 

275 

289 

Ormeau  Road  Junior 

218 

68 

232 

234 

Percy  Street  Junior 

161 

54 

172 

190 

Porter’s  Senior 

297 

45 

138 

125 

Oueen  Victoria 

438 

120 

330 

383 

St.  Anthony’s  Bovs’ 
St.  Anthony’s  Girls’ 

226 

30 

78 

100 

212 

23 

66 

64 

St.  Brendan’s 

285 

34 

104 

119 

St.  Bride’s 

212 

31 

122 

122 

St.  Catherine’s 

484 

93 

249 

239 

St.  Colmcille’s 

70 

8 

18 

19 

St.  Comgall’s  Boys’ 

506 

58 

147 

186 

St.  Comgall’s  Girls’ 

511 

76 

215 

265 

St.  Finian’s 

479 

152 

408 

557 

St.  Gall’s  

500 

143 

400 

539 

St.  John’s  Boys’ 

333 

31 

125 

149 

St.  John’s  Girls’ 

341 

60 

213 

295 

St.  Joseph’s  Boys’  

348 

76 

254 

391 

St.  Joseph’s  Girls’  

311 

62 

199 

305 

St.  Kevin’s  Boys’  

St.  Kevin’s  Girls’  

725 

199 

562 

835 

715 

133 

514 

717 

St.  Mary's  Christian  Brothers’ 

459 

94 

324 

441 

St.  Mary’s  Boys’ 

94 

37 

126 

181 

St.  Mary’s  Girls’ 

150 

47 

102 

153 

St.  Mary’s 

362 

91 

314 

409 

St.  Patrick’s 

164 

44 

123 

180 

St.  Paul’s  Boys’ 

489 

142 

329 

434 

St.  Paul’s  Girls’ 

162 

43 

110 

169 

St.  Peter’s  Boys’ 
St.  Peter’s  Girls’ 

310 

60 

185 

272 

340 

86 

205 

251 

St.  Saviour’s  Senior 

296 

66 

158 

223 

St.  Saviour’s  Junior 

257 

86 

205 

267 

St.  Simon’s 

470 

158 

590 

775 

St.  Vincent’s 

785 

206 

601 

753 

Sandy  Row  Junior 

123 

36 

106 

130 

Springfield 

474 

156 

476 

511 

Stranmillis 

227 

63 

271 

322 

Taughmonagh 

110 

8 

25 

37 

Ulsterville  Junior  

530 

243 

730 

834 

Workman  Junior  

225 

94 

201 

279 

No  School 

— 

5 

18 

20 

TOTALS 

20,179 

4,735 

14,290 

17,424 
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Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis — ( continued ) 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS:— Area  2 

Alexandra 

443 

107 

393 

452 

Antrim  Road 

264 

63 

401 

338 

Blenheim  Junior 

213 

96 

269 

423 

Carr’s  Glen 

1,095 

295 

1 ,573 

1,623 

Convent  

764 

224 

702 

766 

Crumlin  Road  junior 

340 

118 

324 

494 

Currie  Junior 

315 

53 

264 

251 

Duncairn  Junior 

226 

58 

189 

174 

Everton  

960 

267 

850 

718 

Finiston  

651 

103 

488 

426 

Forth  River 

536 

184 

635 

549 

Getty  Junior 

308 

57 

142 

181 

Fortwilliam 

184 

59 

195 

176 

Grove  Junior 

773 

206 

834 

727 

Hemsworth  Square  Senior  

626 

65 

232 

229 

Hillman  Senior 

392 

69 

409 

342 

Holy  Cross  Boys’  

878 

72 

232 

244 

Holy  Cross  Girls’  

782 

84 

258 

291 

Holy  Family  Boys’ 

335 

47 

280 

258 

Holy  Family  Girls’ 

271 

41 

271 

240 

J a he  Memorial 

318 

62 

381 

319 

John  White  Junior 

532 

66 

256 

220 

Lancaster  Street 

208 

34 

103 

101 

Lynn  Junior 

336 

51 

206 

194 

Model  Boys’ 

440 

69 

677 

620 

Model  Girls’ 

482 

101 

669 

468 

Old  Lodge  Road 

161 

30 

82 

92 

Perth  Street  Junior 

314 

92 

300 

270 

Riddel  Memorial  Junior 

313 

15 

60 

47 

St.  Colmban’s  Boys’ 

464 

69 

239 

202 

St.  Colmban’s  Girls’ 

415 

75 

296 

282 

St.  Enoch’s 

381 

118 

508 

582 

St.  Malachy’s  Boys’ 

124 

28 

76 

104 

St.  Malachy’s  Girls’ 

224 

76 

264 

297 

St.  Mark’s 

276 

93 

358 

390 

St.  Mary’s  Junior  

St.  Mary’s  Star  of  Sea  Boys’ 

523 

178 

604 

809 

305 

36 

166 

198 

St.  Mary’s  Star  of  Sea  Girls’ 

288 

31 

101 

123 

St.  Patrick’s  Christian  Brothers’ 

495 

105 

448 

513 

St.  Patrick’s  Boys’ 

437 

90 

245 

356 

St.  Patrick’s  Girls’ 

218 

48 

164 

213 

St.  Paul’s 

127 

37 

213 

259 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul’s  Boys’ 

135 

19 

67 

108 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul’s  Girls’  

127 

24 

54 

86 

Seaview  

679 

208 

1,236 

1,269 

Skegoniel 

557 

161 

829 

753 

Star  of  Sea  Boy’s  

247 

49 

167 

192 

Star  of  Sea  Girls’  

241 

38 

196 

246 

Whitehouse  Junior 

226 

75 

384 

424 

Wolfhill  

212 

34 

85 

71 

Woodvale  Junior  

435 

161 

608 

744 

No  School 

— 

18 

70 

69 

TOTALS 

20,596 

4,559 

19,053 

19,523 
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Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis — continued 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS:— Area  3 

Avoniel  Junior 

670 

90 

258 

304 

Beechfield  Junior  

650 

62 

204 

216 

Belmont  Junior 

396 

81 

296 

275 

Belvoir  Hall  Junior 

320 

15 

75 

88 

Bloomfield 

255 

30 

81 

88 

Christian  Brothers’ 

250 

40 

85 

77 

Elmgrove 

990 

128 

404 

406 

Euston  Street  Junior 

305 

67 

308 

359 

Euston  Street  Senior 

820 

81 

245 

206 

Harding  Memorial  

840 

134 

553 

490 

Lagan  Village 

92 

11 

33 

39 

Lomond  Avenue 

158 

19 

72 

76 

Megain  Memorial  Junior 

480 

50 

175 

206 

Memel  Street  Junior 

136 

11 

41 

38 

Mersey  Street 

975 

54 

161 

183 

Mountpottinger 

450 

81 

255 

245 

Mountpottinger  Infants 

80 

3 

7 

10 

Nazareth  House 

113 

— 

— 



Nazareth  Lodge 

150 

4 

4 

14 

Nettlefield 

790 

102 

400 

398 

Orangefield 

631 

102 

442 

398 

Ormeau  Park 

455 

96 

320 

322 

Ravenhill  Road  Junior 

305 

28 

121 

118 

Rosario  Boys’ 

160 

15 

49 

46 

Rosario  Girls’ 

207 

37 

109 

116 

Rosetta 

631 

98 

413 

405 

Roslyn  Street  Junior 

112 

22 

68 

76 

St.  Anthony’s  Boys’ 

176 

16 

43 

47 

St.  Anthony’s  Girls’ 

204 

12 

43 

39 

St.  Colman’s 

316 

56 

118 

141 

St.  Congall’s  Boys’ 

82 

10 

28 

26 

St.  Congall’s  Girls’ 

123 

11 

21 

13 

St.  Joseph’s  Boys’  

135 

12 

50 

52 

St.  Joseph's  Girls’  

98 

8 

22 

26 

St.  Jude’s 

320 

96 

391 

377 

St.  Malachy’s  Convent 

.490 

71 

232 

262 

St.  Matthew’s  Boys’ 

465 

51 

180 

237 

St.  Matthew’s  Girls’ 

490 

101 

250 

256 

Strand 

720 

125 

480 

495 

Strandtown 

1 .350 

312 

1,002 

1,177 

Sydenham 

408 

91 

343 

542 

Templemore  Avenue 

845 

130 

297 

321 

No  School 

— 

6 

13 

12 

TOTALS 

17,643 

2,569 

8,692 

9,222 

Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis — continued 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS: 
AREA  1 

Linfield 

700 

120 

192 

155 

AREA  2 

Edenderry 

614 

74 

165 

140 

Glenwood 

791 

53 

98 

85 

Graymount  Girls’ 

415 

86 

188 

191 

Mountcollyer 

852 

159 

467 

426 

TOTAL 

2,672 

372 

918 

842 

AREA  3 

Park  Parade 

750 

89 

163 

128 

TOTAL  (All  Areas) 

4,122 

581 

1,273 

1,125 
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Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis — continued 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

Attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendance 

Total 

Treatments 

TECHNICAL,  PREPARATORY  and 
GRAMMAR 
AREA  1 

Ashleigh  House  

370 

1 

11 

8 

,,  ,,  (Ardeen) 

60 

— 

— 

— 

Christian  Brothers’  Grammar 

615 

42 

88 

72 

Grosvenor  High  

654 

107 

187 

121 

Methodist  College 

1,438 

105 

181 

150 

Princess  Gardens 

284 

31 

81 

68 

Richmond  Lodge 

295 

11 

30 

27 

Royal  Academical  Institution 

880 

51 

95 

84 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Inchmarlo) 

244 

11 

24 

19 

Technical  Intermediate 

432 

44 

71 

50 

TOTAL  

5,272 

403 

768 

599 

AREA  2 

Christian  Brothers’  Technical 

315 

22 

32 

31 

Royal  Academy  

677 

116 

415 

471 

,,  ,,  (Ben  Madigan) 

44 

1 

1 

— 

„ ,,  (Wingfield) 

90 

1 

26 

24 

,,  ,,  (Sinclair  Memorial 

Hall)  

69 

6 

42 

50 

TOTAL  

1,195 

146 

516 

566 

AREA  3 

Annadale  Boys’  

650 

82 

170 

134 

Ashfield  Girls’ 

293 

48 

128 

113 

Bloomfield  Collegiate 

364 

50 

108 

88 

Cabin  Hill  

265 

— 

— 

— 

Methodist  College  (Downey  House) 

264 

21 

59 

54 

TOTAL  

1,836 

201 

465 

389 

TOTAL  (All  Areas)  

8,303 

750 

1,749 

1,554 

Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis — continued 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

NURSERY  SCHOOLS  AND 
CENTRES: 

AREA  1 

Arellian 

29 

6 

13 

10 

Forth  River 

49 

— 

— 

— 

AREA  2 

Edenderry 

49 

18 

25 

23 

Frederick  Street 

18 

4 

8 

8 

Jennymount 

42 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Tudor  Lodge 

38 

1 

3 

3 

Wolfhill 

34 

— 

— 

— 

AREA  3 

McArthur 

48 

— 

— 

— 

Owen  O’Cork 

27 

1 

2 

3 

TOTAL  (All  Areas) 

334 

30 

51 

47 
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Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis — continued 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS: 
AREA  1 

Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 

116 

4 

5 

8 

AREA  2 

Balmoral  Training 

89 

35 

89 

107 

Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gravinount 

145 

21 

70 

58 

AREA  3 

Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 



_ 

Oakleigh 

190 

42 

49 

72 

Victoria  Homes  

33 

30 

64 

29 

TOTAL  (All  Areas) 

573 

132 

277 

274 

Dental  Clinic  Attendances: — Schools’  Analysis — continued 


School 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

SCHOOLS  OUTSIDE  BOUNDARY: 
Area  1 

88 

142 

119 

Area  2 

— 

27 

87 

94 

Area  3 

— 

11 

29 

24 

TOTAL  (All  Areas) 

— 

126 

258 

237 

Dental  Clinic  Attendances : School  Group  Totals 


School  Group 

Total 

on 

Rolls 

Children 

attending 

Clinic 

Total 

Clinic 

Attendances 

Total 

Treatments 

Primary 

58,418 

11,863 

42,035 

46,169 

Intermediate 

4,122 

581 

1 ,273 

1,125 

Technical,  Preparatory  and  Grammar 

8,303 

750 

1,749 

1 ,554 

Nursery  and  Nursery  Centre 

334 

30 

51 

47 

Special 

573 

132 

277 

274 

Schools  Outside  Boundary 

— 

126 

258 

237 

TOTAL  (All  areas  and  Schools) 

71,750 

13,482 

45,643 

49,406 
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Dental  Treatment  in  Clinics 


TREATMENTS 

Area  1 

Area  2 

Area  3 

Totals 

EXTRACTIONS: 

Temporary  Dentition 

6,988 

7,170 

3,517 

17,675 

Permanent  Dentition 

1,028 

1,075 

438 

2,541 

Total 

8,016 

8,245 

3,955 

20,216 

,,  (per  cent  of  Treatments) 

(43-0) 

(39-3) 

(40-4) 

(40-9) 

ANAESTHETICS: 

Local 

29 

241 

25 

295 

General 

3,965 

4,381 

2,087 

10,433 

Total 

3,994 

4,622 

2,112 

10,728 

,,  (per  cent  of  Treatments) 

(21-4) 

(22-0) 

(21-6) 

(21-7) 

FILLINGS: 

Temporary  Dentition 

349 

641 

301 

1,291 

Permanent  Dentition 

4,991 

5,510 

2,580 

13,081 

Total 

5,340 

6,151 

2,881 

14,372 

,,  (per  cent  of  Treatments) 

(28-6) 

(29-3) 

(29-5) 

(29-1) 

SPECIAL  TREATMENTS: 

Orthodontic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X-Ray 

71 

37 

35 

143 

Prosthetic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

71 

37 

35 

143 

,,  (per  cent  of  Treatments) 

(0-4) 

(0-2) 

(0-4) 

(0-3) 

SUBSIDIARY  TREATMENTS: 

Dressings  (Tooth) 

174 

359 

123 

656 

Scalings 

55 

43 

14 

112 

Polishings 

132 

144 

57 

333 

Other  Operations 

862 

1,379 

605 

2,846 

Total 

1,223 

1,925 

799 

3,947 

„ (per  cent  of  Treatments) 

(6-6) 

(9-2) 

(8-1) 

(8-0) 

CLINICAL  INSPECTIONS 

7,258 

10,376 

4,773 

22,407 

TOTAL  TREATMENTS 

18,644 

20,980 

9,782 

49,406 

Analysis  of  Treatment  Sessions 


ITEMS  TOTALS 

TREATMENT  SESSIONS:  (Half-day) 

Extractions  \ 

Anaesthetics  j 597 


Fillings  ''I 

Subsidiary  Treatments  y 
Clinical  Inspections  J 

Special  Treatments 


2,653 


49 


TOTAL  TREATMENT  SESSIONS 


3,299 


97 


Dental  Treatment  Averages 


TREATMENT  AVERAGE  (Children) 


ITEMS 


AVERAGE 


Extractions  (Per  Child  Treated) 


Anaesthetics  ( ,,  ,,  ,,  ) 

Eillings  ( ,,  ,,  „ ) 

Subsidiary  Treatments  ( ,,  ,,  ,,  ) 

Special  Treatments  ( ,,  ,,  ,,  ) 


2-55 
1 -35 
1 -81 


•50 

•02 


TOTAL  TREATMENTS  (Per  Child  Treated) 
CLINICAL  INSPECTION: 


6-24 


Check  Inspections  (Per  Child  Inspected) 


TREATMENT  AVERAGE  (Staff) 


Extractions  (Per  Extraction  Session) 

,,  ... . (Per  Anaesthetic) 

Anaesthetics  (Per  Extraction  Session) 

Fillings  (Per  Filling  Session) 


Subsidiary  Treatments 
Special  Treatments 
Clinical  Inspections 

PATIENTS 

INDIVIDUALS 


(Per  Special  Treatment  Session) 
(Per  Treatment  Session) 

(Per  Surgeon) 

TREATED  (per  Surgeon) 


1 • 98 


33-86 

1-88 

18-0 


5-40 


1 '5 


1-8 

6-8 

6,428-5 
1,115  7 


Staff  Complement: — Clinic  Accommodation 


ITEMS 


TOTALS 


STAFF  COMPLEMENT: 


Senior  Dental  Officer 

Assistant  Dental  Officers 

(Full-time) 

(Sessional) 

/*  Equivalent  Total 

Anaesthetists 

(Sessional) 

Dental  Clinic  Nurses  

(Part-time) 

Dental  Attendants 

(Full-time)  ... 

Administration 

.» 

(Full-time)  ... 

Reception 

,,  >f  

(Full-time)  ... 

Surgical  ( 

(Equivalent  Total) 


7-1 


4- 

3- 

1- 

4- 

7-7 


TOTAL  STAFF 
CLINICS: 


27-8 


Area  1.  (Dental  Surgery  accommodation  for  4 Officers) 
Area  2.  (Dental  Surgery  accommodation  for  4 Officers) 
Area  3.  (Dental  Surgery  accommodation  for  4 Officers) 

TOTAL  DENTAL  CLINICS  


1- 

3- 

1- 

5 


98 


Comparative  Dental  Totals: — 1949 — 1950 — 1951 


ITEMS 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1951 

compared 

1950 

SCHOOL  DENTAL  INSPECTION: 

Schools  visited 

79 

49 

72 

(Per  Cent) 

( + ) 31-9 

Visits 

208 

159 

216 

( + ) 

26-4 

Inspection  Sessions 

202 

150 

213 

(+) 

29-6 

Notified  for  Inspection 

32,441 

17,319 

26,795 

( + ) 

35-4 

Refusing  Inspection 

ss 

4 

3 

(-) 

— 

Absent  from  Inspection  (per  cent) 

(14-0) 

(11-9) 

(11-4) 

(-) 

0-5 

Inspected 

27,903 

15,281 

23,726 

( + ) 

35  • 6 

Defective 

23,284 

10,476 

18,683 

( + ) 

43-9 

Defective  (per  cent) 

(83-4) 

(68-6) 

(78-7) 

( + ) 

10-1 

POST-INSPECTION  NOTIFI- 
CATION: 

Notified  as  Defective 

17,760 

5,222 

12,262 

( + ) 

57-4 

,,  ,,  ,,  (per  cent) 

(76-3) 

(49-8) 

(65-6) 

( + ) 

15-8 

RESPONSE  TO  NOTIFICATION: 

No  Response  (per  cent) 

(6-9) 

(8-3) 

(7-8) 

(-) 

0-5 

Refusing  Treatment  (per  cent) 

(14-1) 

(9-4) 

(11-8) 

( + ) 

2-4 

Consenting  to  Treatment: — 
TOTAL  (per  cent) 

(79-1) 

(82-3) 

(80-5) 

(-) 

1-8 

By  own  Dentist  (per  cent) 

(11-3) 

(32-8) 

(13-2) 

(-) 

19-6 

At  Clinics  (per  cent) 

(88-7) 

(67-2) 

(86-8) 

( + ) 

19-6 

TREATMENT  ARRANGED: 

Appointments — 

Issued  (Total) 

12,452 

2,890 

8,561 

( + ) 

66-2 

Per  cent  Clinic  Applications 

(100-0) 

(100-0) 

(100-0) 

— 

Per  cent  Defectives  Notified 

(70-1) 

(55-3) 

(69-8) 

( + ) 

14-5 

Per  cent  Defectives  Inspected 

(53-5) 

(27-6) 

(45-8) 

( + ) 

18-2 

ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS: 

New  Patients  (per  cent) 

(14-8) 

(10-3) 

(12-8) 

(+) 

2-5 

Previous  Patients  (per  cent) 

(85-2) 

(89-7) 

(87  • 2) 

(-) 

2-5 

Total  Patients 

56,836 

48,680 

45,643 

(-) 

6-2 

Individuals 

17,457 

13,490 

13,482 

(— ) 

0-1 

,,  (per  cent  of  Roll  Defectives) 

(30-2) 

(27-6) 

(23-9) 

(-) 

3-7 

TREATMENTS : 

Extractions — 

Temporary  Dentition 

23,153 

15,370 

17,675 

(+) 

13-0 

Permanent  Dentition 

2,866 

2,489 

2,541 

( + ) 

2-0 

Total 

26,019 

17,859 

20,216 

(+) 

11-7 

Anaesthetics — 
Local 

294 

260 

295 

(+) 

11-9 

General 

12,983 

9,583 

10,433 

( + ) 

8-1 

Total 

13,277 

9,843 

10,728 

(+) 

8-2 

Filling's — 

Temporary  Dentition 

2,222 

1 ,305 

1,291 

(-) 

1-1 

Permanent  Dentition 

16,092 

14,825 

13,081 

(-) 

(-) 

11-8 

Total 

18,314 

16,130 

14,372 

10-9 

Special  Treatments — 
Orthodontic 

X-Ray  

320 

138 

143 

( + ) 

3 • 5 

Prosthetic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dressings  (Tooth)  

453 

491 

656 

( + ) 

25-2 

Scalings  

127 

104  . 

112 

( + ) 

7-1 

Polishings 

685 

418 

333 

(-) 

20-3 

Other  Operations  

3 936 

3,636 

2,846 

(-) 

21-7 

Clinical  Inspections 

27,249 

24,599 

22,407 

(-) 

8-9 

TOTAL  TREATMENTS 

63,131 

48,619 

49,406 

( + ) 

1-6 

,,  Individuals  Treated 

8,507 

7,015 

7,922 

(+) 

11-4 

,,  ,,  (per  cent  Roll  Defectives) 

(14-7) 

(14-4) 

(14-0) 

m) 

0-4 
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Dental  Inspection  in  Non-Participating  Schools 


SCHOOL  OR  COLLEGE 

Notified 

Absent 

Refusing 

Total 

Inspected 

Total 

Defective 

Per  cent 
Defective 

Belfast  High  School 

475 

20 

— 

455 

336 

(73-85) 

,,  ,,  (Somerton  House)  

223 

3 

— 

220 

173 

(78-64) 

Dominican  College 

374 

36 

— 

338 

265 

(78-40) 

St.  Dominic’s  School 

656 

62 

— 

594 

435 

(73-23) 

St.  Malachy’s  College 

724 

83 

— 

641 

489 

(76-29) 

Victoria  College 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  (Drumglass  House) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  (Strathearn) 

289 

33 

— 

256 

116 

(45-31) 

TOTALS 

2,741 

237 

— 

2,504 

1,814 

(72-44) 

Summarised  Dental  Report* 


Summarised  Dental  Report* 

Section  (I) 

1.  Number  of  Children  on  School  Rolls:  (Par- 

ticipating)   71,750 

2.  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  Dental  Offi- 

cers. (In  Schools)  23,726 

Specially  Inspected  (Check  Inspections  in 
Clinics)  22,407 

TOTAL  Inspected  46,133 

3.  Number  found  to  require  Treatment  (78-7%)  18,683 

4.  Number  actually  treated  (Individuals)  7,9221 

5.  Attendance  made  by  Children  for  Treatment  23, 236 J 

6.  Half-days  devoted  to  Inspection  (In  Schools)  213 

,,  ,,  ,,  Treatment  (Sessions)  3,299 

TOTAL  3,512 

7.  Fillings  (Permanent  Teeth)  13,081 

,,  (Temporary  Teeth)  1,291 

TOTAL  14,372 

8.  Extractions  (Permanent  Teeth)  2,541 

,,  (Temporary  Teeth)  17,675 

TOTAL  20,216 

9.  Administration  of  General  Anaesthetics  10,433 

10.  Polishings  333 

11.  Scaling  112 

12.  Other  Operations  2,846 


Section  (II) 

As  Text  and  Main  Report  Statistics. 

Section  (III) 

Nil. 

* — As  prescribed  by  Ministry  of  Health  and  Local  Government. 
+ — Total  Clinic  Attendances,  45,643.  Total  Treatments,  49,406. 
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